
Ex-cop is grilled in Manna trial
• f J»fan Pet rit*

A former Hoboken police officer
charged vs ' for reput-
ed Geno\ < - l n federal
court yesterdav thallheonl.v know ledge he
had of an alleged Mafia hit came from
reading the m u-papers.

Frank "Dipxey" Daniello, who served
in the Police Department from 194«i to
1973, told jurors sitting in Newark about
his adventures in World War II, about his
career in law enforcement, about his life
as a family man and about his penchant for
collecting gun> and brass knuckles

Daniello is the second of six defen-
dants who opted to take the witness stand
in the trial, in which all are charged w ith
running Genovese racketeering activities
from Casella's Restaurant in Hoboken and
the Village Coffee Shop in Jersey City.

All of the defendants are charged with
1 ' "•"•' to kill Gambino crime boss John

•1 his brother Gene. Louis Anthony
»<>uny Manna, Martin "Motts' Casella

and Richard "Bocci" DeSciscio are addi-
tionally • ! with carrying out the mur-
der of ian businessman Irwin

ff was shot to death
Bravo Sergio Restau-

rant in New York with a female
companion

The government's case has relied
heavily on secretly recorded discussions
at Casella's in which the defendants are
allegedly discussing the crimes Daniello
spent much of his day on the witness stand
giving his version of what those conversa-
tions were about.

In one of the discussions, Daniello is
overheard at Casella's saying "Irwin
Schiff, Irwin Sehiff," and further saying.

"All the j>«
on the tapt
broad."

The de
er heard
he read an

'.at out' H
i.tithat Set

rd

1;mt told jurors that he nev-
before that day He said

v .< in The Daily News about
the shooting, and that he was saying
Schiff s name at Casella's because a report
of the incident came on the television
news.

• 1 heard them say Irwin Sehiff, Irwin
Schiff,' and I had the newspaper right
here." he said, indicating that he had a
newspaper in his hand.

Guns found by the FBI in his home
were just part of a collection, said Dan-
iello. w ho has worked as a security consul-
tant and for his son's security firm during
the 1980s. He purchased some of the weap-

See EX-COP _ Page 1«. Dr. Mitchell Steinway testifies at the Manna "mob" trial.
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Defendant Frank "Dipsey" Daniello, a former Hoboken police
oHicer, is questioned by his attorney, Louis Esposito.

Ex-cop grilled
in Manna trial

McCarnck, Archbishop of
arkTwill deliver the invocation
at the Jersey City inauguration.
Businessman Manny Portnoy.s
master of ceremonies Tabitha
QriSoncB of Troop 374 of the
Pavonia Girl Scout Council will
ead the Pledge of Allegiance
and Ed Broslawski will lead
fie signing of the National
Anthem.

Prior to the inaugur
there will be a mass for the
McCann family and other otti-
cials. families and friends at St.
Pauls , Greenville. Roman
Catholic Church, celebrated by
the Hev. Sylvester Feeley.
CSSR, uncle of the mayor-elect

The Hoboken officials will
be sworn in by City Clerk James
Farina. Taking office with Pas-
culli are at-large Councilwom-
an Lourdes Arroyo and Coun-
cilmen Richard Del Boccio and
Richard England.

Richard Guzman will lead
the National Anthem and Vin-
cent Barbo, senior citizen di-
rector will close the ceremo-
nies with 'God Bless America.
Assemblyman Bernard Kenny
is master of ceremonies.
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ons at the Hudson County Pis-
tol Range, he said.

In explaining a set of brass
knuckles he had, Daniello said.
"I would take these off prison-
ers. Rather than getting rid of
them, I would keep them as
souvenirs."

Found at Daniello's home
were five handguns, a shotgun
with pistol grip and two pen
guns. Most were in a gun cabi-
net in the defendant 's
bedroom.

Daniello said he bought a
,38-caliber revolver from a po-
lice officer who was retiring in
1945, later using it as his ser-
vice weapon.

A .22-caliber automatic he
owned was used as a light-
weight weapon during
summers.

Carbine rifle ammunition
confiscated by authorities

were mementos from his days
as a bomber plane gunner in
World War II, he testified.

Questioned by defense at-
torney Louis Esposito about his
relationships with the defen-
dants. Daniello said he knew
Manna from hanging around at
Casella's Restaurant, though
he always thought Manna's
name was "Robert."

He knew Casella well
enough to drive him to the hos-
pital several years ago when he
suffered a heart attack. Alter
Casella underwent bypass sur-
gery. Daniello testified, the
restaurateur's wife asked him
to help manage the establish-
ment until her husband
recovered.

Direct questioning of Dan-
iello is scheduled to continue
today. The trial began March 7
before U.S. District Court
Judge Marvanne Trumn Barrv..

By John Pelriek
and Earl Morgan

The relationship between a
reputed Hoboken mobster and
defeated Jersey City mayoral
candidate Michael Bell —
whose name was overheard on
FBI wiretaps — was explained
by a Jersey City doctor yester-
day testifying in the Manna or-
ganized crime trial in Newark

Bell's name pops up during
a discussion secretly taped two
years ago at Casella's Restau-
rant in Hoboken. The discus-
sion is among defendants
Frank "Dipsey" Danielio, John
Derrico, Martin "Motts" Ca-
sella and an unknown male,
according to the FBI's tran-
script. The precise meaning of
the discussion, and why Bell's
name comes up, are not entire-
ly clear.

Bell, who did not attend the
trial, said last night he intends
to contact government prosecu-
tors today and offer himself as
a witness in the case.

In the conversation, the de-
fendants are apparently talk-
ing about finding a lawyer for
reasons not specified on the
recording. At one point in the
discussion, which was taped on
Aug. 23,1987, an unknown male
says, "Hey, where's Mike Bell?"

Dr. Mitchell Steinway, an
orthopedic surgeon, testified
yesterday that he hired defen-

dant Daniello and the security
firm Legalvest for armed pro-
tection at Bell's advice after he
received threats from a general
contractor with whom he had a
dispute over renovations to his
home.

Daniello, who left the Ho-
boken police force in 1972, was
a security consultant for
Legalvest.

Steinway retained Bell as
his legal and financial adviser
at the time. He now has a civil
suit pending against him in
state Superior Court, contend-
ing that $850,000 he gave Bell to
invest has disappeared Bell
has filed papers in court suing
Steinway for $.5 million.

The testimony was appar-
ently presented to explain the
context of a July 3,1987 conver-
sation at Casella's between
Daniello and Casella, as tran-
scribed by the FBI. In that dis-
cussion, Casella asks, "Did you
see the doctor today?" and
Daniello responds, "Yeah, I
went there. He says, do me a
favor,' he says, come back, ah,
Tuesday and I'll, I'll have a
check for you.' "

Steinway testified that he
retained the services of Dan-
iello and Legalvest for about 11
days at a cost of $16,000. That
service included round-the-
clock security at home, at the

See DOCTOR — Page 6.
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It's going to be a busy dayVa.m. at L{

towns tomorrow
tomorrow for top state and lo-
cal officials as they scurry be-
tween Jersey City and Hoboken
to see two mayors take office.

Rep. James Florio, the
Democratic candidate for gov-
ernor, and Sen. Bill Bradley
will be among the speakers at
the inaugurations of Jersey
City Mayor Gerald McCann and
Hoboken Mayor Patrick Pas-
culli. Rep. Frank Guarini of
Jersey City will also speak at
both events. A host of local
officials plan to attend both
events.

Hoboken leads off at 10

Lackawanna Plaza. The
Jersey City ceremony starts at
11 a.m. at the Central Railroad
Terminal at the northern end
of Liberty State Park. The pub-
lic is invited to both
ceremonies.

There will be a full day of
government activities tomor-
row in the two cities.

The Hoboken City Council
holds its reorganization meet-
ing at noon at City Hall. The
City Council of Jersey City
holds its reorganization meet-
ing at 1 p.m. at City Hall. Ap-
pointment of department di-
rectors and election of council

presidents will take place at
those meetings.

At 9 a.m. tomorrow, the Jer-
sey City Board of Education
holds its reorganization meet-
ing at School 11 on Bergen
Avenue.

McCann and the City Coun-
cil of Jersey City will be sworn
in by Superior Court Assign-
ment Judge Burrell Ives
Humphreys.

The incoming council con-
sists of Maureen Collier, Mari-
lyn Roman and Efrain Rosaho,
at-large; Vincent Signorile,

See HOT TIME - Page 16.

MANNA MOBSTERS GUILTY
Gang war death plot
among their crimes

Joumol photo by Ml Baym

Federal marshals escort Louis Anthony "Bobby" Manna of Jersey City from U.S. District Court in Newark yesterday after the
Genovese mob family consigliere's conviction on murder, conspiracy and racketeering charges.

By Helene Stapinski

Louis Anthony "Bobby"
Manna and three other Hudson
County residents were convict-
ed yesterday of plotting to mur-
der rival crime boss John Gotti,
while two others were convict-
ed of gambling, labor payoffs
and extortion.

The verdict handed down
by the 12-member jury left de-
fendants, their families and at-
torneys stunned. Five of the six
defendants were convicted of
nearly every charge brought
against them.

On the morning of its fifth
day of deliberations, the se-
questered jury delivered its
verdict to a packed but silent
courtroom at U.S. District
Court in Newark where the 3V»-
month trial slowly progressed.
The jury's decision comes al-
most exactly a year after the
June 28, 1988 arrests of the de-
fendants and two years after
the investigation began.

Manna, the number three
man or consigliere of the Geno-
vese crime family, stood stone-
faced with his fellow defen-
dants as the judge ordered that
they be taken into custody.

The organized crime fig-
ures operated their illegal
business out of their Hudson
County headquarters at Casel-
la's Restaurant in Hoboken
and the Village Coffee Shop in
Jersey City, running a $30,000-
to $60,000-a-week gambling

business, taking payoffs from
the construction industry and
ordering the murder of their
enemies. Manhattan business-
man Irwin "The Fat Mart"
Schiff was gunned down in Au-
gust of 1987. Gotti and his
brother Gene, who were
warned of the murder plot by
FBI agents, escaped harm.

Manna, 60, of Jersey City,
considered the most powerful
Genovese figure in New Jersey,
was found guilty on two counts
of racketeering, plotting the
murders of John and Gene
Gotti, murdering Schiff, labor
conspiracy and illegal gam-
bling. The only count of which
Manna was not found guilty
was loansharking.

Martin "Motts" Casella of
Secaucus, 72, owner of Casel-
la's Restaurant, operated as
Manna's "lieutenant" and was
convicted on the same counts.
Both face life in prison for the
Schiff murder plus 70 years for
the other counts. Many of the
secretly recorded conversa-
tions that helped convict Ca-
sella and his conspirators were
recorded in his Jackson Street
restaurant in Hoboken.

Richard "Bocci" DeSci-
scio, of Bayonne, considered
the "hitman" in the organize-
tion, was convicted of racke-
teering, the Schiff murder, the
Gotti plot, and illegal gam-
bling. DeSciscio, 42, faces life

Jr)>d t

Doctor testifies Bell
advised on security
Cealui«e« frma Page 1
office and while making rounds
at hospitals.

Steinway said he needed
the protection after he fired
contractor Joseph Petrozelli of
Brooklyn and refused to pay
him the approximately $115,000
promised in a written agree-
ment. The contractor, the wit-
ness said, was hired to reno-
vate his home but was slowly
turning it into ruins

He paid Petrozelli a total of
$102,000. but only after repeat-
ed threats of violence from the
contractor. According to the
testimony. Bell advised Stein-
way to hire a private security
firm rather than going to police
about the threats, a point
which First Assistant U.S. At-
torney Michael Chertoff
pounced on during cross-
examination

The federal prosecutor re-
peatedly asked Steinway why
he would even think twice
about going straight to the po
lice, and why Bell would have
advised him to do otherwise
under such frightening
circumstances.

The witness said that Bell
told him the police would do
little, since no physical vio-
lence actually occurred.

Chertoff also questioned
Steinway's earlier testimony
that Bell, in discussing the al-
leged loss of his (Steinway's)
funds, said words to the effect,
"You're young. You still have
time to make it all back.'-'

The prosecutor asked
Steinway if he interpreted this
statement as some sort of
threat, or if he feared some sort
of physical violence from Bell
himself. The witness said he
did not and that Bell was not
threatening him in any way.

When reached for comment
last night, Bell denied advising
Steinway to hire the security
firm. He said he often went to
Cassella's to eat. "But a lot of
people did," Bell said

Bell claimed he was also
negotiating to buy the restau-
rant for a group of investors
that included Steinway and
himself

Bell said Steinway told of
the threats from the contractor.
"But I told him to file a com-
plaint with Capt. (James)
Cowan at the West District pre-
cinct. " Bell said. According to
Bell, Steinway told him he did
file the complaint

Bell also said he did not
learn Steinway was paying a
security firm until he went
through some checks of the
doctors pertaining to a medical
center Steinway was involved
in constructing in Hoboken.
"At that time, when 1 saw the
checks stubs for the security
company. I asked Steinway
about them and he told me he
hired the security firm and he
told me about the problems
with the contractor," Bell said.
He also claimed that Steinway
once refused to give him his
phone number and told him he
was advised to withhold it by
the security firm. "In fact he
told me that they said not to
give me the number because I
might be the one who is trying
to kill him,' Bell said. "That s
absurd I told him."

The trial began March 7 in
Newark before a jury and U.S.
District Court Judge Maryanne
Barry. Leading the list of the
six defendants in Louis Antho-
ny Bobby" Manna of Jersey
City, the reputed number-three
man in the Genovese crime
family.

The defendants are
charged with running racke-
teering operations from Casel-
la's Restaurant and The Vil-
lage Coffee Shop in Jersey City.
All are also charged with plot-
ting to kill Gambino crime boss
John Gotti and his brother.
Gene.

Daniello, 68, is charged
with being an armorer for the
Genovese family.
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Manna mob jury
to be sequestered
for deliberations

See MANNA — Page 6.

By Helene Stapinski

The judge in the Manna
mob trial in Newark said yes-
terday that the anonymous jury
in the case will be sequestered
and will deliberate in seclu-
sion over the weekend.

Closing arguments contin-
ued yesterday and will con-
clude today as First Assistant
U.S. Attorney Michael Chertoff
presents his rebuttal.

The judge will charge the
jury tomorrow morning and
then will have them escorted to
a nearby hotel where they will
attempt to reach a decision on
the murder, racketeering, ille-
gal gambling and loansharking
charges brought before six
Hudson County defendants.

The defendants are:
Louis Anthony "Bobby"

Manna of Jersey City, called
the "consigliere" or number
three man in the Genovese
crime family; Richard "Bocci"
DeSciscio of Bayonne. called
the "hitman"; and Martin
"Motts" Casella of Secaucus,
called the "lieutenant," all
charged with carrying out the
1987 murder of Manhattan
businessman Irwin "The Fat
Man" Schiff.

Frank "Dipsy" Daniello of
Hoboken, called the "armor-
er;" John Derrico, a cook at
Casella's Restaurant in Hobo-
ken; and union official Rocco
"Rocky" Napoli of Secaucus
are charged along with Manna,
DeSciscio and Casella with
plotting the murder of rival
crime boss John Gotti and his
brother. Gene.

All six are also charged
with racketeering, loanshark-
ing and illegal gambling. DeS-
ciscio alone is charged with the
1977 murder of Frank Bok
Chung Chin, an electronics sur-
veillance expert who was
scheduled to testify against the
mob.

The jury, according to
Judge Maryanne Trump Barry,
will deliberate all day Satur-
day and Sunday and will be
accompanied by a U.S. Marshal
at all times. They will eat
breakfast and dinner together
in the hotel, and will have
lunch at the U.S. District court-
house in Newark.

1 Jury members will be per-
mitted to call home and receive
messages from family mem-
bers if necessary, but will have
no contact with any outsiders.

Barry said the sequestered
jury is a common practice in
criminal cases in order to seal
the jury from any media infor-
mation or attempts by other
people to talk to them about the
case.

Addressing the jury at the
end of yesterday's proceedings,
Barry said, "Tomorrow will be
the last full day that you will
spend together in this court-
room."

She cautioned them not to
talk about the case or read
about it and to report to her if
anyone approaches them on
the subject.

Defense attorneys objected
to the sequestering of the jury,
saying it would shed a negative
light on the defendants, leaving
some members to assume that
the mob is attempting to
tamper with the jury. No such
inferences will be made to the
jury, Barry said.

Manna's attorney, Ray
Brown, the last lawyer to pre-
sent his closing arguments,
spent the entire day before the
jury, reviewing transcripts
from testimony and playing se-
cretly recorded government
tapes over and over.

Brown attempted to dis-
credit the government's wit-
nesses, calling them the "bot-
tom of the barrel." He referred
to Vincent "Fish" Cafaro. a for-
mer Genovese family member
who won immunity from prose-
cution by testifying against his
former associates. "Cafaro is a
man who talked about his
mother in a way that was weird
and bizarre," Brown said.

Brown played a taped tele-
phone conversation between
Cafaro and his wife in which
Cafaro says he went to lunch
with his dead mother. Cafaro
later claimed that the conver-
sation pertained to a dream
that he had about his mother.
Prosecutors allowed Cafaro in
earlier testimony to describe
Manna's position in the Geno-
vese gang hierarchy and to es-
tablish the tightly-organized
nature of the group.

In reference to the taped
conversations recorded at Ca-
sella's Restaurant in Hoboken
and The Village Coffee Shop in
Downtown Jersey City, Brown
called the tapes "incompre-
hensible gibberish." He played
several examples for the jury.
Prosecutors say the tapes cap-
ture Manna and his associates
discussing plans to kill Gotti
and details of other racketeer-
ing enterprises.

Many of the tapes, which
are considered the govern-
ment's primary evidence, are
inaudible and can only be deci-
phered using government tran-
scripts. Brown claims that the
government's transcripts are
misleading and that Manna's
voice doesn't even appear on
the tapes.



Da niello admits he
had access to files

Manna's lawyer
calls case fiction

By Blanca N. Quinlanilla

A former Hoboken police
officer charged with being the
gun supplier for reputed Geno-
vese mobsters admitted in fed-
eral court yesterday that he
had access to confidential Ho-
boken police files.

It was the second day
Frank 'Dipsey ' Danielle who
was a Hoboken police officer
from 1946 to 1973, took the wit-
ness stand in the trial of six

reputed mobsters — all
charged with running Geno-
vese racketeering activities
from Casella s Restaurant in
Hoboken and the Village Cof-
fee Shop in Jersey City.

The defendants art-
charged with plotting to kill
Gambino crime boss John Gotti
and his brother Gene.

Danielle repeated several
times during questioning by

See DAMELLO — Page 5.
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lioeeo "Rocky" Napoli of Se-
caucus and Casella's cook John
Derrico of Hoboken have also
been charged

At best. Brown said, the
case has been based on circum-
stantial evidence.

The case has relied heavily
on secretly taped conversa-
tions recorded at Casella's Res-
taurant in Hoboken and at the
Village Coffee Shop in Down-
town Jersey City

Many of the references on
the tapes are debatable be-
cause of the poor quality of the
recordings, he said, and only
those phrases which seem to fit

, into the government's "plot"
• have been presented.

He challenged the jury to
find evidence to support the
government's claims.

But because the govern-
ment and the press have la-
beled the defendants "mafia."
the jury is prejudiced, regard-
less of the facts. Brown said.
"Being called a member of La
Cosa Nostra or the mafia is like
being called a communist in
the old McCarthy days. You
can't scrub it off." he said, rub-
bing his wrinkled hands
together.

The government can go
around making false accusa-
tions, he said, "because they
come out of brilliant law
schools and have minds that
work like a trigger. They work
exactly like a trigger, because
they kill."

Brown read intently from
court transcripts, but then
would erupt from time to time
and attack the jury and First
Assistant U.S. Attorney Mi-

chael Chertoff.
The government has at-

tempted to create ties between
Manna and New York crime
figures

Manna and the other defen-
dants are charged with the
murder of Manhattan business-
man Irwin Schiff and plotting
to murder rival crime boss
John Gotti and his brother
Gene.

They are also charged w ith
labor racketeering, illegal
gambling and loansharking.

By presenting photographs
of Manna outside the Triangle
Social Club on Sullivan Street
in New York's Greenwich Vil-
lage, the government infers
that Manna was involved in
dealings with "mobsters" who
hung out there.

However, he said, Manna
owned The Fountain restau-
rant down the street from the
club and lived in the same
neighborhood.

"It's evident he was in his
neighborhood, but they only
took pictures and presented
them to you to prove a point,"
Brown said.

Brown said that FBI agents
conducting surveillance out-
side the Sullivan Street club
only observed Manna walking
up and down the street, talking
to people outside the dub and
going in and out of the club. No
testimony has been offered on
the contents of any of those
conversations or actions inside
or outside the club, he said.
And no evidence has been pre-
sented that shows orders being
handed down from mafia
"bosses" to the Manna faction,
he said.

Drawing by Jonathan Papm

Defense aHorney Ray Brown, representing lead defendant Louis Anthony "Bobby" Manna of Jersey
City, makes his closing arguments yesterday at the mob trial in Newark.

In fact, the FBI agent con-
ducting surveillance outside a
Harlem social club regarded as
the Genovese headquarters
never even saw Manna, Brown
said. "Not only did they not see
Bobby Manna in the hotbed of
this organization, they didn't
even know he existed," said
Brown.

He continually called the
jury "prejudiced" and "bi-
ased." "I don't want you to like
me," Brown said. "1 want you to
hate my guts and then I want
you to say that rotten lawyer
brought out some points that
we must consider."

Earlier in the day, Daniel-

lo's attorney Lou Esposito pre-
sented his closing arguments,
concentrating on the unreli-
ability of the government
tapes. "They do not show in any
way, shape or form to be crimi-
nal conversations," Esposito
said. Multiple people in a
room, background noise, static,
sound-alike voices, and the
distnace between the person
adn the microphone contibute
to the ambiguity of the conver-
sations, Esposito said.

"You've got to connect the
armorer to the plot by evi-
dence, not by conjecture," he
said. "They had to make (Bocci)
the guy that goes and does the

shooting 'cause (Danielio)
couldn't hit a rabbit," he said.

Danielio, a 68-year-old re-
tired Hoboken policeman
wears thick eyeglasses because
he suffers from glaucoma, said
Esposito.

FBI agents uncovered eight
guns, a dozen boxes of ammuni-
tion, six loaded clips and two
sets of brass knuckles from
Daniello's apartment at Fourth
and Grand streets in Hoboken
last year. Esposito maintians
that his client is a gun
collector.

Brown's closing arguments
are scheduled to continue
tomorrow.

Drawing by Jonathan Papm

Defendant Frank "Dipsey" Danielio, former Hoboken police
officer, testifies in the trial of six reputed mobsters.

Developer gets
.5 million

Danielio admits he county loan
had flrre.c.c fo fifac •"*"* W ̂ ^ £>'*1

Continued from 1'agt 1
defense attorneys yesterday
that he did not know who John
or Gene Gotti were until he
read newspaper stories about
them after 1987

Questioning hy defense at-
torneys lasted about an hour.

Danielio was then subject
ed lo about lour hours of severe
questioning by First Assistant
U.S. Attorney Michuel Chertoff,
who hammered constantly on a
1972 felony conviction of the
former police officer and a list
of 16 registered nuns Danielio
said were part of his personal
collection.

The revelations about Dan-
iel lo's access to confidential
Hoboken records came when
Chertoff questioned him about
the weapons.

"Do you have access to the
Hoboken Police Department
confidential files?" asked
Chcrtoff.

"No, 1 don't.' Danielio
responded

Chcrtoff produced a copy
of a computer printout

"These were found at your
house, weren't they'" asked
Chertoff, handing the computer
sheets to Danielio.

"Yes," said Danielio
"They are state police com-

puter printout a rap sheet,"
said Chertoff

"Who gave them to you.?"
demanded Chertoff. "This is
confidential information Who
used to give you access to these
files?" pressed Chertoff

"Desk officers, responded
Danielio. "There were several
of them."

"Who.' What are their
names? asked Chertoff

"I don't recall. You have to
give me a date," said Danielio.

"In 1985. who was the desk
officer you gave you access'"
demanded Chertoff.

i don't recall. It was favors
I asked for when 1 had to
check out license plates for a
security job. said Danielio.
who wiped his face and took off
his glasses every time the law-
yers held a sidebar

Guns found by the FBI in
Daniello's home were part of a
collection, he said. He told the
jurors he had worked as a secu-
rity consultant and for his sons
security firm during the 1980s.

Earlier in the day, Chertoff
had concentrated on a list of 16
weapons Danielio supposedly
owned But Daniello's answers
were difficult to pin down

"You have purchased a lot
of guns, haven't you?" asked
Chertoff.

Danielio declined to
answer.

"Did you purchase a lot of
guns." asked U.S. District Court
Judge Maryanne Trump Barry,
turning to face the retired po-

lice officer "Yes," Danielio
replied

Chertoff charged several
time that Danielio had pur-
chased several weapons even
aller his retirement from the
department and despite a 1972
conviction for selling airline
tickets purchased with a stolen
credit card.

A convicted felon is
banned from purchasing fire
arms, according to Chertoff.

Chertoff grilled Danielio
about purchasing guns and ly-
ing on fire arms transaction by
filling in the word "No," on the
form that asks the prospective
gun buyer if he has been con-
victed of any crime.

"Isn't it true you wrote 'No.'
when you purchased a gun in
1983," asked Chertoff. "Isn't it
true you wrote 'No' when you
purchased a shotgun in Octo-
ber of 1985?" he asked. "They
were all registered with the
Hoboken Police Department
and they are all legitimate,"
Danielio kept repeating.

"I didn't do it intentiona-
ly," Danielio said, his voice
breaking a bit.

"You forgot you were con-
victed." said Chertoff. "You felt
remorse?"

"Yes, I did," responded
Danielio, nodding.

"Yet it (the conviction) fad-
ed from your mind. " said
Chertoff.

ChertolT charged Danielio
stopped registering weapons
he purchased after 1972 be-
cause he knew under the law
he couldn't purchase fire arms
if he had a conviction.

Danielio told the jurors he
only traded firearms after his
conviction and that he sold
some to police officers in
Hoboken.

The 1972 conviction was ex-
ponged, according to Danielio.
Dennis McAlevy. the attorney,
represented him in that legal
battle.

Danielio insisted he had
never participated in illegal
gambling activity at Casella's, a
popular "hang-out" of the re-
tired police officer and his
friends.

"Why did you hang around
there in the 1980s?" pressed
Chertoff.

"Where else would I go'.'"
asked Danielio.

It was at Casella s accord-
ing to Danielio, that he met
Michael Bell, a Jersey City at-
torney who recommended him
to "protect" a Jersey City-
based physician.

"He (Bell) goes to Casella's
all the time." said Danielio.
"He knew I was involved in
security. The doctor said a con-
tractor from Brooklyn would
not. leave him alone and want-
ed more money for his work."

0
Hudson County will lend $8.5 million to Hoboken

developer Joseph Barry, at little or no interest, to
help build 115 units of low- and middle-income hous-
ing. The money will come from the county's Communi-
ty Development Block Grant

It isprogram. It is part of a total
reprogramming of county
CDBG funds.

The loan to Barry's Ap-
plied Development Associates
will be repayable over a 24-
month period.

The interest rate is still to
be negotiated, officials said. At
lowest, there will be no inter-
est. At maximum, the interest
will be 3 percent.

Barry will use the money
for his $13.5 million project on
Observer Highway, between
Garden and Bloomfield streets.

It will contain 23 units for
low-income families and 92
units for middle-income fam-
ilies.

Barry has already received
a $3 million federal grant for
the project.

The loan will be formally
voted upon at tomorrow's meet-
ing of the county Board of Free-
holders, but at yesterday's cau-
cus there were no objections.

Freeholders Francis Piz-
zuta of Weehawken and Samu-
el Kaye of Bayonne compli-
mented Barry on his other
developments.

He has constructed some

See $8.5 MILLION — Page 10.

New York claim

Baseball birthplace
liceQgaplate gains

Mob jury
told case
is fiction

AssociatecTPress

OUt DirtnpiBCe Ul uaocK"". —
New York's license plates is two-
for-two with one batter to go.

The state Assembly yesterday
gave final legislative approval to
a bill that would allow New
Yorkers, for an extra $15, to have
the Dhrase included on their
Sense plates. The state Senate
earlier this month passed the
same proposal, which now goes to
Gov. Mario M. Cuomo.

The idea is to commemorate the
50th anniversary of the National
Baseball Hall of Fame in
Cooperstown, N.Y , and the< re-
tmted 150th birthday of the first
Baseball game, also supposedly
fljfiyed in Cooperstown.

Whether New York is really

searchers say the first game real-
ly was played in Hoboken. New
Jersey legislators have sent for-
mer minor leaguer Cuomo a peti-
tion asking him to veto the bill.

"For the price of a box seat and
a couple of hot dogs, New Yorkers
can honor the great American
pastime, which was initiated and
nurtured in our own state, said
the bill's sponsor. Assemblyman
Alexander B. "Pete" Granms, a
Manhattan Democrat.

Cuomo aides said the governor
has not taken a position on the
bill And while baseball gives you
three strikes before you are out,
in government it takes only one.

Teachers voting
on new contract
Continued from Page 1
courage early retirement and
reduce the teaching ranks
through attrition, according to
sources.

On other labor fronts, tne
Administrators and Supervi-
sors Association which repre-
sents 22 principals has been
working without a contract
since last June. A pact with the
Hoboken School Employees
Association which represents
59 custodians, engineers and
maintenance personnel, ex-
pires June 30.

Teachers
voting on
new pact
By James Efstathiou 0 ^ ** "

The Hoboken Teachers Association is expected to
vote on a controversial new contract today which
calls for an extended working day in return for a 30
percent pay increase over
three years. "•

In addition to the longer
working day — extended by 30
minutes — the proposal
amends the teacher's sick day
policy in a move designed to
discourage absenteeism. Also,
the new pact prohibits using
personal days before and after
major school holidays.

Union members got their
first look at the proposal yes-
terday and are expected to vote
on the pact today in the high
school auditorium. An existing
contract which covers the 420
teachers, clerks, attendance of-
ficers and drivers expires at
the end of the month.

In the current contract,
HTA members received a 25.5
percent pay increase over
three years.

HTA president James Ger-
minario declined to comment
on the proposal.

So did Board of Education
trustee Richard England ex-
cept to say that the proposal
was a year in the making and
was negotiated without outside
assistance.

In April, talks reached an
impasse prompting Germin-
ario to request a state arbitra-
tor, a move which apparently
proved unnecessary.

The board wanted the long-
er working day for instruction-
al purposes, specifically to
benefit students who need help
after school and to increase
communication among faculty,
according to sources.

The amended sick-day poli-
cy is expected to benefit HTA
members with seniority should
they choose early retirement
The contract offers increased
pension benefits, a stipend for
those with longevity and a pro-
vision for cashing in accumu-
lated sick days upon retire-
ment.

The changes were charac-
terized as a maneuver to en-

See TEACHERS — Page 4.

By Helene Stapinski

The attorney for principal
defendant Louis Anthony
"Bobby" Manna in the ongoing
mob trial in Newark began his
closing arguments yesterday,
comparing the case to a mys-
tery novel — intriguing, but
fictional.

Ray Brown, Manna's attor-
ney, is the last of six defense
lawyers to present closing tes-
timony. Following Brown's ar-
guments, the government will
present its summation and the
case will be turned over to the
jury-

The government, Brown
said, has "weaved the kind of
spell Agatha Christie would
weave...This has been put to-
gether in such a way that if
you're fooled, I understand it,"
he told the jury.

Brown attempted to show
how the government has taken
bits and pieces of unrelated
evidence and has created a
"mobster" identity for each of
the defendants, his client in
particular.

The government contends
that Manna, of Jersey City, is
the "consiliere" or number
three man in the Genovese
crime family. Richard "Bocci"
DeSciscio of Bayonne has been
portrayed as the hitman. Mar-
tin "Motts" Casella of Secaucus
as the lieutenant and Frank
"Dipsy " Danielio of Hoboken
as the armorer. Labor manager

See MANNA'S — Page 4.

.5 million county loan for developer
Continued from Page 1
2,000 units in Hudson County,
about two-thirds of them in
Hoboken.

The reprogramming of the
CDBG funds won't affect the
total allocation for any munici-
pality, but will resul t in
changes within each of them.

For instance, in Gutten-
berg, CDBG funds allocated to
make the Municipal Building
accessible to the handicapped
have been increased from

$40,000 to $275,000 and $210,000
has been allocated for sewer
projects, while a $256,825 home
improvement loan program has
been scrapped.

In Harrison, funds for ac-
quisition and rehabilitation of
a youth center were increased
from $161,604 to $349,698 while
$176,000 for water main im-
provements was eliminated.

Hoboken had $12 million
in previously unallocated
funds that were divided among

a variety of programs.
In Kearny, $1.4 million will

be used for senior citizen hous-
ing, much of that money being
reallocated from a proposed
senior citizen center.

Changes in North Bergen's
CDBG program include use of
$540,000 in previously unallo-
cated funds for street
improvements.

Weehawken has dropped
several programs in favor of
using $538,964 for a senior ac-

tivity center ana $235,000 to
make Town Hall accessible to
the handicapped.

West New York's Hudson
Hall will benefit by an addi-
tional $700,000 in renovations,
mufh of that coming from a
previously untargeted $540,000
CDBG allocation

The county administers
CDBG funds for 10 of the coun-
ty's 12 municipalities. Jersey
City and Bayonne have their
own CDBG programs



Manna mobsters guilt/ acher contract
Ceattanec' fro* PaiSf
plus 65 years DeSciscio, tlie
only defendant charged with
the murder of surveillance ex-
pert Frank Bok Chung Chin,
was found innocent on that
charge

Frank Dipsy" Daniello, 68,
a former Hoboken police offi-
cer who supplied nuns to the
Manna faction of the G«novese
family, was convicted of racke-
teering and the Gotti plot. He
faces 40 years in prison.

Rocco •Rocky" Napoli of
Secaucus, the business manag-
er of union Local 21, was con-
victed of racketeering, labor
conspiracy, extortion, 15
counts of labor payoffs and ille-
gal gambling Napoli, 42, con-
ducted his Genovese labor af-
fairs from the Village Coffee
Shop on Second Street in Jer-
sey City. He faces 141 years in
prison.

John Derrieo of Hoboken,
who worked as a cook in Casel-
la's Restaurant, was acquitted
of most of the charges brought
against him, but was convicted
of illegal gambling. Derrieo, 27,
faces 5 years in prison. He and
Napoli were both found inno-
cent of the Gotti murder plot.

Derrieo is the only defen-
dant released on bail, and is
subject to periodic drug test-
ing. The other five defendants
were remanded to Manhattan
Correctional Center where
they will remain until their
Aug. 3 sentencing.

Napoli, after a failed at-
tempt to be released on bail,
was remanded because the
court feared he may flee the
state The other four defen-
dants were jailed because of
the threat they pose to the
community.

Attorney William Cagney
pleaded with Judge Maryanne
Trump Barry to place his cli-
ent, Casella. under house ar-
rest because of his bad heart.

As the defendants were led
away through a back door of the
courtroom by U.S. marshals,
the daughters of both DeSei-
scio and Daniello quietly wept,
raising crumpled tissues to
their eyes. "You feel like yell-
ing at them all and shaking
them," DeSciseio's daughter
said of the jury. A shocked El-
len DeSciscio, wife of convict-
ed murderer "Bocci" DeSci-
scio, fought back her own tears
and asked, "What happened?
What happens now?"

DeSciscio's defense attor-
ney, David Ruhnke, said he and
the other attorneys will appeal.
"Obviously, we're very disap-

Rocco "Rocky" Napoli of Secaucus, Hie union official convicted
of taking payoffs for the Genovese crime family, leaves U.S.
District Court in Newark as Richard "Bocci" DeSciscio (in

•Innramv) follows.

pointed in the verdict," said
Ruhnke. "It's very difficult to
accept. But we'll try to con-
vince the court that this was not
a fair trial." The use of an
"anonymous" jury cast a shad-
ow of guilt over the defendants
before they were ever tried, he
said

"Hopefully, they'll give us a
chance to do it again and win
the second time around." a
smiling Ruhnke said

Manna's attorney, Ray-
mond Brown, smiled broadly
and clenched a cigar in his
teeth, muttering "No com-
ment," Brown, during his 2-day-
long closing statement, repeat-
edly attacked the jury for being
prejudiced.

Napoli, during a gap in pro-
ceedings, strolled around the
courthouse hallway, smiling
and shouting out orders for cof-
fee to a friend. Like his fellow
defendants, he appeared un-
shaken by the verdict. "He's
keeping his head up and we're
gonna keep fighting," said Na-
poli's attorney, Michael Sluka.
"It was a tough verdict."

First Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney Michael Chertoff. who
prosecuted the case, was grin-
ning. His comments were low-
key. "I'm obviously satisfied,"
Chertoff said. He gave credit to
what he called the "heroic
jury" which "found the truth
. . and put some very bad men

where they should be."

The Manna mob
These are the defendants in the Manna mob trial and

the convictions handed down by the jury yesterday.
• Louis Anthony "Bobby" Manna of Jersey City, consig-

liere or number three man in the Genovese crime family,
convicted of two counts of racketeering, conspiracy to
murder John Gotti and his brother Gene, ordering the 1987
murder of Manhattan businessman Irwia "The Pat Man"
Schiff. labor conspiracy and gambling.

• Martin "Motts" Casella of Secaucus, Manna's Heuten-
tant, convicted of the same counts as Manna.

• Richard "Bocci" DeSciscio of Bayonne. the hitman in
the organisation, convicted of two counts of racketeering,
the Gotti conspiracy, the Schiff murder and gambling.

• Frank "Dipsy" Danielle, a former Hoboken police
officer who served as armorer for the mob, convicted of two
counts of racketeering and the Gotti conspiracy.

• Rocco **Rocky" Napoli of Secaucus, a union official,
convicted of racketeering, labor conspiracy, 15 counts of
labor payoffs and gambling.

• John Derrieo of Hoboken, a cook at Casella's Restau-
rant, convicted of gambling. — He lent- Stapinski
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By JO-ABB Moriarty

The Hoboken Teachers As-
sociation held a secret meeting
yesterday to ratify a three-year
contract that the membership
had rejected last week, associ-
ation members charged
yesterday.

And three Board of Educa-
tion trustees want explana-
tions on why the school board
voted on an HTA contract yes-
terday morning when that item
was not listed on the agenda for
the special meeting.

The two trustees, Otto Hot-
tendorf and Gerald Costa, said
they will legally challenge the
school board's vote, which took
place at Wallace School hours
before the HTA voted on con-
tract ratification in the high
school cafeteria.

Costa said HTA president
James Germinario and the
school board's chief negotiator,
Richard England, offered iden-
tical amendments to the con-
tract when neither party was
authorized to speak to each
other.

Costa, a member of the
school board negotiating team,
said a new chairman was going
to be chosen to replace En-
gland, who resigns today to
take a seat on the City Council.

Complaints of a "boot leg"
and "secret' meeting called by
the HTA leadership were regis-
tered to Costa and Trustee
James Farina and The Jersey
Journal by callers who identi-
fied themselves as HTA
members.

According to the reports,
between 30 and 50 HTA mem-
bers under the direction of
Germinario voted on the con-
tract yesterday in the high
school cafeteria between 3 and
3:30 p.m.

The three-year contract —
which gives some members a 30
percent increase — was reject-
ed last week by a vote of 158 to
128. The association has 420
members.

Germinario and a handful
of association members had
met before 3 at the HTA office
at Seventh Street and Park Av-
enue to amend the contract,

according to information pro-
vided by HTA members.

The meeting was then ad-
journed to the high school, they
said

The school board meeting
was held at 11 30 am. Farina.
Hottendorf and Costa said that
the contract was not on the
agenda and should not have
been considered.

Two association members
who attended the ratification
meeting said that when other
HTA members who learned of
the secret meeting showed up
at the high school to challenge
the vote, they were called out of
order by the union leadership,
specifically Germinario

The members, who called
The Journal separately and
said they wished not to be iden-
tified by name, said the ratifi-
cation was taken by a voice vote
and not by secret ballot, as the
vote had been conducted last
Tuesday.

"This was a meeting of a
handful of people called to

See TEACHER — Page 10.

Pasculli gets ready
for four-year term
... .„ .__ m ^ r t v ^'J".' -Board of Education and the
By Jo-Ann !««•»»•. .j .

Hoboken Mayor Patrick
Pasculli and his three City
Council running mates will
take the oath of office Saturday
as they begin four-year terms at
an inauguration ceremony at
the Erie Lackawanna Plaza.

Following the inaugural re-
ception at the plaza, the City
Council will hold a reorganiza-
tion meeting at noon in City
Hall Fifth Ward Councilman
E. Norman Wilson is expected
to be elected president.

Wilson, a former council
president, would succeed Rob-
ert Ranieri, who decided not to
seek a fifth term.

Joining the council as new
members will be Pasculli's
running mates, Lourdes Arroyo
and Richard England, who offi-
cially leaves his seat on the

Councilman Richard Del Boc-
cio will also be sworn in Satur-
day, but he has been serving on
the council since last Novem-
ber's special election.

Arroyo, the rent control of-
ficer will have to resign from
her job to accept her seat on
the City Council Her successor
has not been chosen.

U S. Sen. William Bradley,
D-N J., will attend the ceremo-
ny, his Washington, DC, con-
gressional office reported yes-
terday. U.S. Reps. Frank
Guarini and James Flono also
are expected to attend.

Pasculli. 42, who served
one term as the Sixth Ward
councilman before running for

at-large seat on the Cityan

See PASt'ULLI - Page »

The verdict leaves the Gen-
ovese family in "a state of dis-
array" and will result in "less
murders and obstructions of
justice," he added.

John McGinley, FBI special
agent, said Manna's absence
will "leave a vacuum in the
family. Someone will vie to fill
that vacuum, and move up in
the ranks."

The FBI's success in docu-
menting the Genovose family
dealings was attributed to Man-
na s operation in Hudson Coun-
ty, which was considered a saf-
er base for the family than
Manhattan because of various
ongoing mob cases in New
York.

"We lulled him into a sense
of security on this side of the
river," McGinley said.

FBI case agent Jack Mul-
laney, who oversaw the surveil-
lance of Casella's and the Vil-
lage Coffee Shop, said the
convictions made a "substan-
tial dent" in Hudson County
mob dealings. There are no
more mafia bosses of the stat-
ure of Manna or Casella in op-
eration in Hudson, "but there
are still people out there," he
said It would be naive to think
that the convictions will have a
major effect on gambling and
loansharking in Hudson, he
said. "I believe that will contin-
ue," he said. "I don't think ille-
gal gambling is something
that's easily stopped."
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Teacher contract
ratified 'in secret'
Continued from Page 1
subvert the will of the majority.
I cannot believe they did this
on the eve of the Fourth of July
holiday," one association mem-
ber said.

"It's not even (the contents
of) the contract. It's the fact
that educators did this — peo-
ple who teach civics and Amer-
ican history. It was a damn out-
rage," he added.

Another association mem-
ber commented, "I hope an
American flag wasn't flying in
that building. They showed us
if you don't like what the major-
ity does, they create a minority
to change it."

Germinario was contacted
by telephone twice yesterday
by The Journal.

Both times he refused com-
ment and hung up the tele-
phone.

He refused to say whether
he had called a meeting to rati-
fy the contract.

Farina, the school board
vice president, said he re-
ceived a half dozen telephone
calls from union members who
had later learned about the rat-
ification vote but had not been
notified of the meeting.

Farina said he would try to
learn today what had tran-
spired at the HTA meeting. Al-
though Farina said he supports
the contract, he said he would
not sign it if the HTA members
were not properly notified.

"If everybody wasn't noti-
fied, the membership as a
whole has a big problem," Fari-
na said. "I told one woman this
sounds like something out of
On the Waterfront.'"

School Superintendent
Walter Fine said he did not
know of a union meeting to
ratify the contract. To his
knowledge, he said, the leader-
ship was meeting to make
amendments to the contract.

Meanwhile Farina, Hotten-
dorf and Costa have questions
about their own board's ac-
tions.

Farina said he did not at-
tend the meeting because the
contract wasn't on the agenda.
He said votes at special meet-
ings are normally allowed only
on items on the agenda.

"I want to know why the

urgency of this meeting," Fari-
na said.

Hottendorf, who attended
the meeting but voted against
the contract, said he will chal-
lenge the legality of the school
board's vote on an item not
given proper public notice. He
said he wants an opinion of the
legality of only having four
members instead of a five-vote
majority of the nine-member
board approve the contract.

England, whose term ends
today, said the board voted to
"accept the modified version of
an agreement that was defeat-
ed last week upon ratification
of the contract by the HTA."

The modifications con-
cerned lengths of lunch hours
and considering siblings as di-
rect family members for per-
sonal day reasons, England
said. Those were the same
modifications announced at
the HTA meeting.

Hottendorf and other asso-
ciation members contend that
only cosmetic changes were
done to the contract to legally
allow both the school board
and HTA to vote on what then
could be considered a legally
amended proposal.

But England agreed that
the HTA may have legal prob-
lems if its members were not
properly notified.

He said the school board's
counsel, Robert Murray, said
the board could vote on the
contract because it was cov-
ered by the agenda items of
litigation and personnel.

Costa, Farina and Hotten-
dorf disagree, and contend that
the HTA contract should have
been specifically listed on the
agenda for a proper vote.

Farina said he was told last
week at a meeting that the
school board couldn't vote on
the contract until the HTA held
another vote.

"It seems to me that Dick
England masterminded this
event. He called for an execu-
tive session, made several mod-
ifications to insure passage.
The fact that he proposed cer-
tain things looks like he has
been in contact. And no one
authorized Dick England to
speak with the HTA." Costa
said.

Pasculli gets ready
for four-year term
Continued from Page 1
Council four years ago. is ex-
pected to base his keynote ad
dress on the theme of "Hobo
ken United" and pushing
ahead an administrative plat
form on waterfront
development.

Pasculli, a former City
Council president, wants to
build a 3.2 million square foot
waterfront development on 'M)
acres of city-owned land alon^
the Hudson River. The city is
negotiating a partnership with
the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey to develop the
land at the southern end of the
city.

At the council meeting,
Pasculli is expected to appoint
five directors.

According to a tentative
council agenda, the mayor is
expected to reappoint Eugene
O'Connell as the Law Director,
Roy Haack as the public works
director, Nicholas Goldsack as
the finance director, Peggy
Thomas as the Community De-
velopment Director and Edwin
Chius as the business
administrator.

Never reappointed during
the administration of the late
Mayor Thomas Vezzetti, Chius
was a hold-over from former
Mayor Steve Cappiello's
administration.

Chius said yesterday that
he is surprised that he is still
part of city government. He
said the reason he stays is be-
cause "I like it."

He begins his 13th year
serving mayoral
administrations.

The business administra-

tor predicts that Pasculli will
continue reorganizing City
Hall, a process that began dur-
ing Vezzetti's tenure.

Pasculli is also expected to
appoint a public safety direc-
tor, personnel director, water-
front development director
and a board of directors for the
waterfront corporation.

Cappiello. the Thud Ward
councilman and former police
detective, is interested in the
public safety directorship and
former council president Ran-
ieri is lobbying for the water-
front development director's
job, or executive director of the
tri-city sewer authority if he is
named chairman of the water-
front board of directors, ac-
cording to City Hall sources.

Although Cappiello's name
is being mentioned for the pub-
lic safely job, political observ-
ers said he would want to delay
taking it until he had a chance
at servi ng on the Board of Free-
holders and may possibly seek
the Democratic nomination
next spring against Freeholder
Frank Pizzuta.

Former Parking Authority
director Patrick Caufield is in-
terested in the job of personnel
director and Welfare Director
Robert Drasheff, who is also
the assistant city clerk, wants
to climb the administrative
ranks.

Pasculli also has appoint-
ments to make on the parking
authority, the housing author-
ity, the zoning board of adjust-
ment, the planning board and
the rent control board.

He also needs to appoint a
library director.

Won't resign

Roberts denies election fraud guilt
Councilman accused of buying votes at Stevens

Hobok.n C o u n c i l D . v i d ^
yesterday outside Justice William ?
Jers.y City, while hi. .ttorn.y, D«ini. ^

By DAVID REILLY
The Hudson Dispatch ^ — <^ 1T~

Hoboken Councilman David Roberts
pleaded not guilty to two counts of election
law violations during an arraignment in
Hudson County Superior Court in Jersey
City yesterday.

Following the brief proceeding before
Judge Kevin G. Callahan, the first-term
councilman denied he was guilty of any
wrongdoing and said his constituents still
have faith in him. Roberts, who is also a city
firefighter, said the facts in the case will
prove his innocence.

The 32-year-old politician was indicted
May 26 on one count each of voting bribery
and soliciting fraudulent voting in connec-
tion with the May 1987 Hoboken election.
Roberts is charged with giving five or six
Stevens Tech students money to buy a keg of
beer in exchange for fraudulently voting for
hi i h Ci C l l i

g
him in the City Council election.

"I hope that the people I represent have

confidence in me," Roberts said after the
arraignment. "I've done nothing wrong, and
am confident I will be found innocent."

If found guilty on both charges, Roberts
could face six years in prison and a $1,000
fine. The sentencing judge also could force
Roberts to resign from the council and could
preclude hire from voting for a time, said
County Prosecutor Paul M. DePascale.

Roberts, who had not been formally ar-
rested after the unsealing of the indictment
on June 14, was formally processed yesterday
and was granted a recognizance bond of
$10,000 as bail.

In asking for the recognizance bond, which
does not require a cash deposit, his attorney,
Dennis D.S. McAlevy of Union City, said
Roberts had no prior offenses and had "never
been in trouble before in his life."

Assistant County Prosecutor Eileen
Kenna, who handled the arraignment, did
not object to Roberts being freed on the bond.

After the arraignment, Roberts spoke from
the steps of the County Administration

Building on Newark Avenue with McAlevy
by his side. Neither would comment on any
factual matters in the case.

Roberts said he had no plans to step down
from his council seat before his trial.

"I think that I've been an effective member
of the City Council and, at this point, I see no
reason why I should step aside," he said.

When asked if he plans to run for re-
election in 1991 providing he is acquitted,
Roberts replied, "The only plans I have in
mind are to try and spend some time with my
wife and daughter and put things into per-
spective before the trial."

McAlevy said the charges against Roberts
are "utterly absurd" and do not concern any
major offense. "There'll be some pretty em-
barrassed people when the facts come out at
the trial," the attorney said.

DePascale called McAlevy's comments
rhetoric that accompanies any kind of a
political case. He added, "The jury will decide
on facts, not rhetoric."



Manna mobsters guilty1

(•ntiBurd fr»m T*t
plus 65 years DeSciseio, the
only defendant charged with
the murder of .surveillance ex-
pert Frank Bok Chung Chin,
was found innocent on that
charge

Frank • Dipsy" Damello. 68,
a former Hoboken police offi-
cer who supplied nuns to the
Manna faction of the Genovese
family, was convicted of racke-
teering and the Gotti plot. He
faces 40 years in prison

Rocco Rocky' Napoli of
Secaucus. the business manag-
er of union Local 21, was con-
victed of racketeering, labor
conspiracy, extortion, 15
counts of labor payoffs and ille-
gal gambling Napoli. 42. con-
ducted his Genovese labor af-
fairs from the Village Coffee
Shop on Second Street in Jer-
sey City He faces 141 years in
prison

John Dernco of Hoboken,
who worked as a cook in Case!-
la's Restaurant, was acquitted
of most of the charges brought
against him, but was convicted
of illegal gambling Derrico, 27,
faces 5 years in prison. He and
Napoli were both found inno-
cent of the Gotti murder plot.

Dernco is the only defen-
dant released on bail, and is
subject to periodic drug test-
ing. The other five defendants
were remanded to Manhattan
Correctional Center where
they will remain until their
Aug. 3 sentencing

Napoli, alter a failed at-
tempt to be released on bail,
was remanded because the
court feared he may flee the
state The other four defen-
dants were jailed because of
the threat they pose to the
community

Attorney William Cagney
pleaded with Judge Maryanne
Trump Barry to place his cli-
ent, Casella. under house ar-
rest because of his bad heart.

As the defendants were led
away through a back door of the
courtroom by U.S. marshals,
the daughters of both DeSci-
scio and Daniello quietly wept,
raising crumpled tissues to
their eyes. "You feel like yell-
ing at them all and shaking
them," DeSeiscio's daughter
said of the jury A shocked El-
len DeSciscio, wife of convict-
ed murderer "Bocci" DeSci-
scio, fought back her own tears
and asked, "What happened?
What happens now?"

DeSciscio's defense attor-
ney, David Ruhnke. said he and
the other attorneys will appeal.
"Obviously, we're very disap-

Teacher contract
ratified in secret,
members charge
By Jo-Ann Moriarty

The Hoboken Teachers As
sociation held a secret meeting
yesterday to ratify a three-year
contract that the membership
had rejected last week, associ-
ation members charged
yesterday

And three Board of Educa-
tion trustees want explana-
tions on why the school board
voted on an HTA contract yes-
terday morning when that item
was not listed on the agenda for
the special meeting.

The two trustees. Otto Hot-
tendorf and Gerald Costa, said
they will legally challenge the
school board's vote, which took
place at Wallace School hours
before the HTA voted on con-
tract ratification in the high
school cafeteria

Costa said HTA president
James Germinario and the
school board's chief negotiator,
Richard England, offered iden-
tical amendments to the con-
tract when neither party was
authorized to speak to each
other.

pointed in the verdict," said
Ruhnke. "It's very difficult to
accept. But we'll try to con-
vince the court that this was not
a fair trial." The use of an
"anonymous" jury cast a shad
ow of guilt over the defendants
before they were ever tried, he
said.

"Hopefully, they'll give us a
chance to do it again and win
the second time around." a
smiling Ruhnke said

Manna's attorney. Ray-
mond Hrown, smiled broadly
and clenched a cigar in his
teeth, muttering "No com-
ment." Brown, during his 2-day-
long closing statement, repeat-
edly attacked the jury for being
prejudiced.

Napoli, during a gap in pro-
ceedings, strolled around the
courthouse hallway, smiling
and shouting out orders for cof-
fee to a friend. Like his fellow
defendants, he appeared un-
shaken by the verdict "He's
keeping his head up and we're
gonna keep fighting," said Na-
polis attorney, Michael Sluka.
"It was a tough verdict."

First Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney Michael Chertoff, who
prosecuted the case, was grin-
ning. His comments were low-
key. "I'm obviously satisfied, "
Chertoff said He gave credit to
what he called the "heroic
jury" which "found the truth
. . and put some very bad men

where they should be "

Costa, a member of the
school board negotiating team,
said a new chairman was going
to be chosen to replace En-
gland, who resigns today to
take a seat on the City Council.

Complaints of a "boot leg"
and "secret' meeting called by
the HTA leadership were regis-
tered to Costa and Trustee
James Farina and The Jersey
Journal by callers who identi-
fied themselves as HTA
mem hers.

According to the reports,
between M and 50 HTA mem
bers under the direction of
Germinario voted on the con-
tract yesterday in the high
school cafeteria between 3 and
3:30 p m.

The three-year contract —
which gives some members a 30
percent increase — was reject-
ed last week by a vote of 158 to
128 The association has 420
members.

Germinario and a handful
of association members had
met before 3 at the HTA office
at Seventh Street and 1'ark Av-
enue to amend the contract,

according to information pro-
vided by HTA members

The meeting was then ad-
journed to the high school, they
said

The school board meeting
was held at 11 30 am Farina.
Hottendorf and Costa said that
the contract was not on the
agenda and should not have
been considered.

Two association members
who attended the ratification
meeting said that when other
HTA members who learned of
the secret meeting showed up
at the high school to challenge
the vote, they were called out of
order by the union leadership,
specifically Germinario

The members, who called
The Journal separately and
said they wished not to be iden-
tified by name, said the ratifi-
cation was taken by a voice vote
and not by secret ballot, as the
vote had been conducted last
Tuesday.

"This was a meeting of a
handful of people called to

See TEACHER ~ Page 1«.

Pasculli gets ready
for four-year term

Pasculli and his three City
Council running mates will
take the oath of office Saturday
as they begin four-year terms at
an inauguration ceremony at
the Erie Lackawanna Plaza.

Followingthe inaugural re-
ception at the plaza, the City-
Council will hold a reorganiza-
tion meeting at noon in City
Hall Fifth Ward Councilman
K. Norman Wilson is expected
to be elected president.

Wilson, a former council
president, would succeed Rob-
ert Ranieri, who decided not to
seek a fifth term

Joining the council as new
members will be Pasculli's
running mates, Lourdes Arroyo
and Richard England, who offi-
cially leaves his seat on the

C H I W i l l ul.->" »"• " " .

day, but he has been serving on
the council since last Novem-
ber's special election

Arroyo, the rent control ot-
ficer, will have to resign from
her job to accept her seat on
the City Council Her successor
has not been chosen.

T S Sen. William Bradley,
1) N J.. will attend the ceremo-
ny, his Washington, DC, con-
gressional office reported yes-
terday U.S. Reps. Frank
(iuarini and James Florio also
are expected to attend.

Pasculli. 42, who served
one term as the Sixth Ward
councilman before running lor
an at-large seat on the City

See PAS* I'Ll.l - Page 9.

The verdict leaves the Gen-
ovese family in "a state of dis-
array " and will result in "less
murders and obstructions of
justice," he added.

John McGinley, FBI special
agent, said Manna's absence
will "leave a vacuum in the
family Someone will vie to fill
that vacuum, and move up in
the ranks '

The FBI's success in docu-
menting the Genovese family
dealings was attributed to Man-
na's operation in Hudson Coun-
ty, which was considered a saf-
er base for the family than
Manhattan because of various
ongoing mob cases in New
York

"We lulled him into a sense
of security on this side of the
river," McGinley said.

FBI case agent Jack Mul-
laney who oversaw the surveil-
lance of Casella's and the Vil-
lage Coffee Shop, said the
convictions made a "substan-
tial dent" in Hudson County
mob dealings. There are no
more mafia bosses of the stat-
ure of Manna or Casella in op-
eration in Hudson, "but there
are still people out there," he
said. It would be naive to think
that the convictions w ill have a
major effect on gambling and
loansharking in Hudson, he
said. "1 believe that will contin-
ue," he said. "1 don't think ille-
gal gambling is something
that's easily stopped."
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Teacher contract
ratified 'in secret'

The Manna mob
These are the defendants in the Manna mob trial and

the convictions handed iown by the jury yesterday.
• Louis Anthony "Botby" Manna of Jersey City, eonsig-

liere or number three man in the Genovese crime family,
convicted of two counts of racketeering, conspiracy to
murder John Gotti and his brother Gene, ordering the I9€fl
murder of Manhattan businessman Irwin 'The Fat Man"
Sen iff, labor conspiracy and gambling.

• Martin "Motts" Casella of Secaucus, Manna's lieuten-
tant, convicted of the same counts as Manna.

• Richard "Bocci" DeSciscio of Bayonne, the hitman in
the organisation, convicted of two counts of racketeering,
the Gotti conspiracy, the Schiff murder and gambling.

• Frank "Dipsy" Daniello. a former Hoboken police
officer who served as armorer for the mob, convicted of two
counts of racketeering and the Gotti conspiracy.

• Rocco '"Rocky" Napoli of Secaucus, a union official,
convicted of racketeering, labor conspiracy, 15 counts of
labor payoffs and gambling.

• John Derrico of Hoboken, a cook at Casella's Restau-
rant, convicted of gambling. — Helene Stapinski

Continued from Page 1
subvert the will of the majority.
1 cannot believe they did this
on the eve of the Fourth of July
holiday," one association mem-
ber said.

"It's not even (the contents
of) the contract It's the fact
that educators did this — peo
pie who teach civics and Amer-
ican history. It was a damn out
rage," he added.

Another association mem-
ber commented, "I hope an
American flag wasn't flying in
that building. They showed us
if you don t like what the major-
ity does, they create a minority
to change it."

Germinario was contacted
by telephone twice yesterday
by The Journal.

Both times he refused com-
ment and hung up the tele-
phone.

He refused to say whether
he had called a meeting to rati-
fy the contract

Farina, the school board
vice president, said he re-
ceived a half dozen telephone
calls from union members who
had later learned about the rat-
ification vote but had not been
notified of the meeting.

Farina said he would try to
learn today what had tran-
spired at the HTA meeting Al-
though Farina said he supports
the contract, he said he would
not sign it if the HTA members
were not properly notified.

"If everybody wasn't noti-
fied, the membership as a
whole has a big problem." Fari-
na said. "I told one woman this
sounds like something out of
•On the Waterfront.'"

School Superintendent
Walter Fine said he did not
know of a union meeting to
ratify the contract. To his
knowledge, he said, the leader-
ship was meeting to make
amendments to the contract,

Meanwhile Farina. Hotten-
dorf and Costa have questions
about their own board's ac-
tions.

Farina said he did not at-
tend the meeting because the
contract wasn't on the agenda.
He said votes at special meet-
ings are normally allowed only
on items on the agenda.

"I want to know why the

urgency of this meeting," Fari-
na said.

Hottendorf, who attended
the meeting but voted against
the contract, said he will chal-
lenge the legality of the school
board's vote on an item not
given proper public notice. He
said he wants an opinion of the
legality of only having four
members instead of a five-vote
majority of the nine-member
board approve the contract.

England, whose term ends
today, said the board voted to
"accept the modified version of
an agreement that was defeat-
ed last week upon ratification
of the contract by the HTA."

The modifications con-
cerned lengths of lunch hours
and considering siblings as di-
rect family members for per-
sonal day reasons. England
said Those were the same
modifications announced at
the HTA meeting

Hottendorf and other asso-
ciation members contend that
only cosmetic changes were
done to the contract to legally
allow both the school board
and HTA to vote on what then
could be considered a legally
amended proposal.

But England agreed that
the HTA may have legal prob-
lems if its members were not
properly notified.

He said the school board's
counsel, Robert Murray, said
the board could vote on the
contract because it was cov-
ered by the agenda items of
litigation and personnel

Costa. Farina and Hotten-
dorf disagree, and contend that
the HTA contract should have
been specifically listed on the
agenda for a proper vote.

Farina said he was told last
week at a meeting that the
school board couldn't vote on
the contract until the HTA held
another vote.

it seems to me that Dick
England masterminded this
event He called for an execu-
tive session, made several mod-
ifications to insure passage.
The fact that he proposed cer-
tain things looks like he has
been in contact. And no one
authorized Dick England to
speak with the HTA." Costa
said.

Pasculli gets ready
for four-year term
Continued from Vane I
Council four years ago. is ex
pected to base his keynote ad-
dress on the theme of "Hobo
ken United" and pushing
ahead an administrative plat
form on waterfront
development.

Pasculli. a former City
Council president, wants to
build a 3.2 million square foot
waterfront development on HO
acres of city-owned land ahum
the Hudson River The city is
negotiating a partnership with
the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey to develop the
land at the southern end of the
city.

At the council meeting,
Pasculli is expected to appoint
five directors.

According to a tentative
council agenda, the mayor is
expected to reappoint Kugene
O'Connell as the Law Director.
Roy Haack as the public works
director, Nicholas Goldsack as
the finance director, Peggy
Thomas as the Community De-
velopment Director and Edwin
Chi us as the business
administrator

Never reappointod during
the administration of the late
Mayor Thomas Vezzetti. Chius
was a hold-over from former
Mayor Steve Cappiello's
administration.

Chius said yesterday that
he is surprised that he is still
part of city government He
said the reason he stays is bo-
cause "I like it."

He begins his 13th year
serving mayoral
administrations.

The business administra-

tor predicts that Pasculli will
continue reorganizing City
Hall, a process that began dur-
ing Vezzetti's tenure

Pasculli is also expected to
appoint a public .safety direc-
tor, personnel director, water-
front development director
and a board of directors for the
waterfront corporation

Cappiello. the Third Ward
councilman and former police
detective, is interested in the
public safety directorship and
former council president Ran-
ieri is lobbying for the water-
front development director's
job, or executive director of the
tri-city sewer authority if he is
named chairman of the water-
fiont board of directors, ac-
cording to City Hall sources.

Although Cappiello's name
is being mentioned for the pub-
lic safety job, political observ-
ers said he would want to delay
hiking it until he had a chance
at serving on the Board of Free-
holders and may possibly seek
the Democratic nomination
next sprint; against Freeholder
Frank Pi/zuta.

Former Parking Authority
director Patrick Cuufield is in-
terested in the job of personnel
director and Welfare Director
Robert Drasheff. who is also
the assistant city clerk, wants
to climb the administrative
ranks.

Pasculli also has appoint-
ments to make on the parking
authority, the housing author-
ity, the zoning board of adjust-
ment, the planning board and
the rent control board

He also needs to appoint a
library director

Won't resign

Roberts denies election fraud guilt
Councilman accused of buying votes at Stevens

• t a b * ,
yesterday
Jersey City, while

Just.ce W««J j
h.s attorney. D.rmis o McAl.vy, listens.

By DAVID REILLY
The Hudson Dispatch ^ — £ *$> ~

Hoboken Councilman David Roberts
pleaded not guilty to two counts of election
law violations during an arraignment in
Hudson County Superior Court in Jersey
City yesterday.

Following the brief proceeding before
Judge Kevin G. Callahan, the first-term
councilman denied he was guilty of any
wrongdoing and said his constituents still
have faith in him. Roberts, who is also a city
firefighter, said the facts in the case will
prove his innocence.

The 32-year-old politician was indicted
May 26 on one count each of voting bribery
and soliciting fraudulent voting in connec-
tion with the May 1987 Hoboken election.
Roberts is charged with giving five or six
Stevens Tech students money to buy a keg of
beer in exchange for fraudulently voting for
him in the City Council election.

"I hope that* the people I represent have

confidence in me," Roberts said after the
arraignment. "I've done nothing wrong, and
am confident I will be found innocent."

If found guilty on both charges, Roberts
could face six years in prison and a $1,000
fine. The sentencing judge also could force
Roberts to resign from the council and could
preclude hire from voting for a time, said
County Prosecutor Paul M. DePascale.

Roberts, who had not been formally ar-
rested after the unsealing of the indictment
on June 14, was formally processed yesterday
and was granted a recognizance bond of
$10,000 as bail.

In asking for the recognizance bond, which
does not require a cash deposit, his attorney.
Dennis D.S. McAlevy of Union City, said
Roberts had no prior offenses and had "never
been in trouble before in his life."

Assistant County Prosecutor Eileen
Kenna, who handled the arraignment, did
not object to Roberts being freed on the bond.

After the arraignment, Roberts spoke from
the steps of the County Administration

Building on Newark Avenue with McAlevy
by his side. Neither would comment on any
factual matters in the case.

Roberts said he had no plans to step down
from his council seat before his trial.

"I think that I've been an effective member
of the City Council and, at this point, I see no
reason why I should step aside," he said.

When asked if he plans to run for re-
election in 1991 providing he is acquitted,
Roberts replied. "The only plans I have in
mind are to try and spend some time with my
wife and daughter and put things into per-
spective before the trial."

McAlevy said the charges against Roberts
are "utterly absurd" and do not concern any
major offense. "There'll be some pretty em-
barrassed people when the facts come out at
the trial," the attorney said.

DePascale called McAlevy's comments
rhetoric that accompanies any kind of a
political case. He added, "The jury will decide
on facts, not rhetoric."
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Roberts arraigned in voting case
• ^ V i * ^ 1 ^ i . n t votes and voting nor Court Judge Kevin G Cal tor Paul DePascale
Bv Patricia Seett ITI^rv Ui the May 15,1987 mu- lahan at $10,000. and Robert, DePascale said
B> FasncHi « ~ - bribery i n jfJ ™ w a s ̂ leased on his own recog- of the two-count

. . . . c.vit, Ward Coun- nicipal eiec ^o-.-iai n.«arw>o wnrimt a ore-trial carries a oenalty of

By Patricia Seett

Hoboken Sixth Ward Coun-
cilman David Roberts was ar-
ra.ened in Superior Court yes-

charges of soliciting

city official,
who'wore'a dark grey suit U> his
* n u - Was set by Supe-

eputed Gcnovesc stalwarts ^tf^k
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Camden, the Democratic
gubernatorial nominee, and U.S.
Sen Bill Bradley, D-Morris, all
lauding the weather, criticizing
last week's U.S. Supreme Court
decision protecting flag-burning
as a form of protest and hailing
Pasculli's accomplishments.

The black haired mayor was
congratulated by Guarini for his
leadership in dealing with the
Hoboken waterfront, and for
having been sworn-in so often.
Guarini also called Hoboken a
"microcosm of America."

The congressman added that,
under Pasculli's administration,
the waterfront will reach its high-
est potential. "Next is to bind the
wounds of the heavily contested
mayoral election and build
Hoboken's future as a city of
pride, progress and prosperity,"
Guarini added.

Florio talked of his family's
links with Hoboken, saying his
father entered New Jersey here,
later working as a laborer. The
gubernatorial candidate pointed
up the importance of local govern-
ment as the agencies with which
most Americans come in direct
contact, and whose services —
schools, police and fire protection
— are needed most.

Bradley called Hoboken a "new
frontier," and talked of how the
giant rail terminal behind him is
being "reclaimed for New
Jersey's heritage," while the
gleaming new 2 Hudson Place
office building just northwest of
him represented "potential for
accomplishment.''

Pasculli took the oath of office
in March 1988, when he was
chosen mayor by the City Council
after the March 2 death of
Thomas F. Vezzetti, then in No-
vember after a special municipal
election to fill the remaining six
months in Vezzetti's term and
again on Saturday after a con-
vincing victory in the May 9 mu-
nicipal election over his
challenger, Councilman Joseph
Delia Fave.

"1 almost know it by heart
now," Pasculli quipped after the
ceremony.

In his inaugural address,
Pasculli pledged to add parks and
recreational facilities, improve
the school system and govern-
ment services and build more
affordable housing.

"From the ballot box, another
message was clearly delivered, a
ringing mandate that I intend to
make the cornerstone of my ad-
ministration, and that mandate
is the responsible development of
our extraordinary Hoboken
waterfront so that the city of
Hoboken can once again assume
its rightful place as a vibrant,
resourceful, healthy city,"
Pasculli said.

"We will have revenues and
ratables which will provide long-
term property-tax stability and
revitalize our economy. And we
will have a waterfront plan of
quality design that compliments
our historic city and provides rec-
reation, parkland and access to
our community."

Also sworn in were Council
Members-at-Large Richard Del
Boccio, Lourdes Arroyo and Rich-
ard England, who were elected on
Pasculli's ticket in the June 13
runoff balloting.

At the reorganization meeting
an hour later. Wilson was elected
council president by an 8-0 vote,
with 2nd Ward Councilman Delia
Fave absent.

Manna, pals nailed
in Gotti death plot

nor Court Judge Kevin G Cai
lahan at $10,000, and Roberts,
was released on his own recog-
nuance pending a pre-trial
conference J uly 18.

After the arraignment,
Roberts vowed to continue
serving in his City Council seat
and predicted he would be
vindicated

"I hope the people I repre-
sent have confidence in me."
he said. "I've done nothing
wrong."

Union City attorney Dennis
McAlevy. who represents Rob-
erts, called the charges "abso-
lutely absurd. The charges are
ludicrous and a waste of the
taxpayers' money"

Roberts, 33, was indicted
by a Hudson County grand jury
two weeks ago following a 15-
month investigation by the of-
fice of Hudson County Prosecu-

NEWARK-ln what pros-
ecutors called a major blow to
SgSiTzed crime m New Jersey^
federal iury vesterday convicted
SuTs A^Bobby" Manna and
oXr alleged Hudson County
Genovese crime family members

mob-linked New York
businessman.

After a 3^-month trial, Manna,
the reputed leader of the Geno-
vese family's New Jersey oper-
ations, and four others were
found guilty of forming a power-
ful ana murderous faction of the
family and running lucrative
gambling and labor payoff oper-
ations in Hudson County.

A sixth defendant was ac-
quitted of all charges except for
one gambling count.

"I think today's verdict will
bring to a close criminal careers
that have been going on literally

decades," said U.S. Attorney

ing and conspiracy to murder the
SSti. and Irwin Schiff. who jaa
shot twice in the head while dm-
,ng in a restaurant on the Lpper
East Side of Manhattan in 1987.

John Gotti is the reputed leaser
of the Genovese organizations
rival Gambino family

Manna also was convicted on
counts of taking payoffs from the
construction industry and[run-
ning a $30,000 to *60-1

00P^"
week gambling business. The bet-
ting operation was conducted out
of the Village Coffee Shop in the
300 block of Second Street in
Jersev City and Casella B res-
S n t in the 600 block of First
Street in Hoboken.

The jury found the Hoboken
restaurant's owner, Martin
"Motto" Casella, 72, of Secaucus
guilty of the same crimes as
Manna*. At the trial prosecutors
played secretly recorded tapes ot
numerous conversations in the
r^ur.n.^pr.^utorade-

...oJ"ZT3 r̂..c."«. ~ M - - a r " ^ - " ~ *Loui. A. "Bobby" Manna, left, i . escorted from the federal
yesterday after taring convicted In an organised crime death plot.

jury found
Manna," of Jersey City, the re-
puted No. 3 man in the Genovese
family Kuilty of racketeering,
conspiracy teycommit racketeer-

quarters.
A former Hoboken police

lieutenant, Frank "Dipsy"
Daniello, 68, of Grand Street, was
found guilty of conspiring to kill
the Gottis, loansharking and con-
spiracy to commit loansharking.
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Wilson heada council

l
Wils

Pasculli sworn in again
as top Hoboken official

MANNA
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The FBI said it foiled the al-
leged plot against the Gottis by
warning the intended victims. ferson street, m *

"Federal law enforcement can acquitted on all counts but one
not sit back and allow members of gambling charge. Derrico was a

— ~ ifomUiPia) to kill cook at Casella's.

Hoboken.
J o h n

SSC in2Hoboken,was
also of Jef-

back and allow members
organized crime (families) to kill

h " Alito aid

By DAVID LIPPMAN
The Hudson Dispatch }— 3

HOBOKEN-Cloudless skies
smiled on Patrick Pasculli as he
was inauagurated to a full four-
year term as the city's mayor, at
a Lackawanna Plaza ceremony.

After Pasculli on Saturday took
the oath for the third time in 16
months as the city's chief ex-
ecutive, the City Council elected
5th Ward Councilman E. Nor-
man Wilson as its president, re-
turning him to the post he gave
up in 1986.

More than 200 people, includ-
ing assemblymen and other
Hudson County mayors, crowded
onto the plaza before the ornate
entrance to the Hoboken Ter-
minal to hear speeches from
Reps. Frank J. Guarini, D-Jersey
City, and James J. Florio, D-

Please see PASCULLI Page 6
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U.S. District Judge Maryanne
Trump Barry kept Manna and
DeSciscio under detention, and

n« ..,„,,. ordered that Daniello, Napoli and

ne, who was said to be a lookout
during the Schiff execution D a v i d Ru m ike, DeSciscio's at-

Convicted on 17 counts of ac- t o r n e V ) 8 a i a the verdict left him
ceptmg payoffs from construction • • " u, -Kennnointed."
contractors, along with
racketeering and racketeering
conspiracy, was Rocco J. "Rocky"
Napoli, 42, of Jefferson Street in

torney, said the verdict
extremely disappointed.

• Associated Press contributed
to this report.

. ^ f t wEir..

Hoboken Mayor Patrick Pasculli holds his daughter, Alice, during
his inauguration at Lackawanna Plaza.

SARAH SOLBERG SKOAL TO THE HUDSON DISPATCH

SENTENCE
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Hoboken-ManhattanHoboken-Manhattan • • • ^**

Propeller deliveries
delay ferry service

Lo»i»«>» under thei, own power thi.

Assistant County V™™*™
Timothy Moriarty had asked
Rodriguez to sentence Rivera to
life in prison, under which he
would not be eligible for parole
until he had served 30 yean-In
giving the defendant the more_
Kn ent sentence, ̂ » * f i !*^
he had no prior criminal record
and had never before been in
trouble.

Before the sentencing, Mask
filed a motion for a retrial, or to
have the jury verdict «vene<LIn
the motion, he claimed the judge
had permitted errors during jury
selection, testimony in the trial
and closing arguments.

One of the mistakes, Mask
said, concerned a lettei-Rivera
had written after the shooting to
his common-law wife, Miriam
Rivera, explaining his state ot
mind at the time of the shooting
Mask said Rodriguez
Moriarty to admit some portions
of the letter, but refused to allow
the jury to hear others that would
have put the writing in the con
text of his mental state when he
wrote it.

In all, Mask cited five legaj
points that he said justified anew
trial or the reversal o f ^ ^ t y
.verdict. Rodriguez de
tion.

Judge cites
circumstances
for short term

tor Paul DePascale.
DePascale said each count

of the two-count indictment
carries a penalty of three years
in jail plus a $500 fine. If con-
victed, Roberts could face for-
feiture of his council seat

Although both are legally
misdemeanor charges, DePas-
cale said each is "an extremely
serious violation" of the state
election law. "We cannot over-
state the seriousness," he said.

The state says Roberts vis-
ited a Stevens Institute of
Technology fraternity house —
Sigma Phi Epsilon House at
328 330 Hudson St. — and of-
fered "a group of students"
money for a keg of beer in ex-
change for casting fraudulent*
votes in the names of other
persons who were legally regis-
tered voters.

DePascale said that while a
large group of students "may
have heard the offer" only
"four or five" — all members of
the fraternity — actually
agreed to the proposal.

He said they went to local
polls and cast votes for Roberts
under the names of the other
persons who were legally on

( city voting books.
A Jersey Journal story last

' year noted that six former Ste-
vens Institute fraternity mem-
bers who had moved out of the
area appeared to be victims of
the fraudulent voting.

The names of the six for-
mer students were found in vot-
ing logs on the day of the elec-
tion, although all six students
had left the area and had no
knowledge that their namos
were being fraudulently used.

DePascale said The Jersey
Journal — and information
provided from other sources
who phoned his office with tips
about the situation — brought
the case to his attention in
March 1988.

He could not say whether
the students who cast the
fraudulent votes were person-
ally registered to vote in the
Hoboken race themselves but
did say that none is charged
with voting twice.

"This was not — was abso-
lutely not — a simple case of
persuasion where a politician
tries to sway a vote by buying
someone a beer," DePascale
said. "This was far more seri-
ous: it was a case of literally
buying fraudulent votes. It was
stealing votes."

DePascale said the four or
five students he says were in-
volved in the scam were
tracked down from as far away
as Pennsylvania during his
probe that led to the indict-
ment. Several of the students
involved are still attending Ste-
vens Institute.

"In this case, we were deal-
ing with problems of negotiat-
ing (with the students) as well
as investigating," he said.

DePascale said the stu-
dents were "actively solicited
by Roberts to vote illegally un-
der the false names" in return
for enough money to buy a keg
of beer.

Rather than being charged
with a crime, the students will
be enrolled in the county's Pre-
Trial Intervention Program
and will testify against Roberts
when the case goes to trial,
according to DePascale.

In the election, Roberts
outpolled his Sixth Ward oppo-
nent Cataldo DePinto by a
nearly 2-to-l margin.

Roberts was planning to
plead guilty to a disorderly
persons offense on Feb. 9 con-
cerning the case but had a sud-
den change of heart.

Roberts, a former Hoboken
firefighter and a restaurateur
who owns the East L.A. Mexi-
can restaurant, has served on,
the City Council since the No-,
vember 1985 special election!
and has been a close ally t o '
Mayor Patrick Pasculli.

DePascale said the indict-
ment against Roberts was
signed May 12 and handed up
by a grand jury on May 26 but
was sealed because of the June
13 Hoboken runoff election.
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N.J.-N.Y. baseball war

^iamatti urged to call N.Y 'out Pasculli fires a foe
By DAVID UPPMAN

BERNARD F.KENNY JR.
Seeks Giamatti s aid

BASEBALL
CONTINUE U (-ROM PAGE 7

The Hudson Dispatch ^» •—

The ongoing bi-stat* baseball war went
into extra inning* yesterday when a
Hoboken assemblyman hurled a New Jer
sey fastball at the commissioner of
baseball, urging him to take the Garden
State's side in the brouhaha about the
sport's birthplace.

Assemblyman Bernard F Kenny Jr , D-
Hoboken, wrote a letter to Baseball Com-
missioner A. Bartlett Giamatti protesting
a resolution that passed in the New York

State Assembly declaring the Empire
State the "Birthplace of Baseball," and
issuing designer license plates printed
with that slogan

"It would be absurd for New York to
declare that Cy Young was a catcher or
that the bases are 100 feet apart as is their
claim that New York, is the birthplace of
baseball," Kenny said in a statement
Young, who pitched for the Boston Red Sox
at the turn of the century, is baseball's
winmngest pitcher with 511 victories.

"With a capricious act of legislative fiat,
my counterparts in New York have in-

credibly attempted to rewrite baseball
history," Kenny wrote Giamatti.

Kenny urged Giamatti to move swiftly,
as "Gov. (Mario! M. Cuomo is soon ex-
pected to sign the bill into law."

"It is misleading and inaccurate for New
York to make this claim. In addition, it's
an affront to Hoboken, which has its own
place in the rich history of America's
favorite pastime," Kenny wrote "Please
join me in speaking out to stop this slap m
the face of baseball and this slap in the face
of Hoboken. No matter how hard they try,
the elected officials of New York cannot

alter that basic tact.
New York stakes its claim to the inven-

tion of baseball upon accounts of Abner
Doubleday laying out the first field in
Cooperstown, NY., in 1839 Baseball his-
torians and sportswriters, however, re-
gard the Doubleday tale as fiction, ground
out to help baseball recover from the 1919
"Black Sox'' scandal, in which seven Chi-
cago White Sox players were paid off by
New York gamblers to "throw" the World
Series, and later were barred from the
game for life.

Please see BASEBALL Page 24

Documented records show the
first game of baseball under mod-
ern rules was played between
Alexander Cartwright's New
York Knickerbockers and the
New York Nine at Hoboken's
Elysian Fields - now the Max-
well House plant — on June 19,
1846. In baseball's first upset, the
Nine trounced the heavily

favored Knickerbockers 23-1.
But New York has repeatedly

backed Doubleday, and its state
Assembly's latest legislation
angered New Jersey lawmakers
It was contemned by Sen Frank
R. Lautenberg, D-Secaucus, and
New Jersey assemblymen sent
letters to Cuomo protesting the
Empire State's action, as did the
HohrvV«n <"Ntv Council

Kenny, however, sought the
help of Giamatti, writing,
"Baseball is more than a game of
facts and statistics. It b our na-
tional pastime and, by all ac-
counts, evolved in the northeast
region of the United States over a
period of time By any measure,
however, the most important his-
torical event in the evolution of

baseball was the first game play-
ed under the rules, dimensions
and guidelines of today's game.
That first game was played in
Hoboken."

"New York has the Mets. They
have the Yankees. They have the
Hall of Fame. They do not have
the birthplace of baseball,"
Kenny wrote.

regional office with documen-
tation from 39 housing appli-
cants who claim the housing
authority bypassed their
names on the tenant waiting
list and gave apartments to ap-
pl icants with pol i t ical
connections

Moyeno first appointed to
the position by the late Mayor
Thomas Vezzetti in October,
1987, said she was fired be-
cause she supported Paseulli's
rival. Second Ward Council-
man Joseph Delia Kave. in the
recent municipal election

Moyeno said she was called
into the mayor's office about 3
p.m. Friday Pasculli, in the
presence of Law Director Eu-
gene O'Connell, handed her a
one-paragraph letter inform-
ing her she was not being
reappointed.

Moyeno said she had been

New Hoboken ferry's debut delayed
By Helen? Stapinski _ ^ ity received permission from the Army and 10-trip tickets $16

Pasculli fires political foe

Stapinski

~? — T - '
Commuters waitfng to ride the ferry

across the Hudson River from Hoboken
will just have to wait a little longer.

The Areorp Hartz Hoboken ferry,
which was scheduled to begin operation in
June, will be delayed until summer's end,
according to a Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey official.

Delays in construction of the three
ferry boats in Louisana has "left the start-
ing date a little bit up in the air," said
spokesman Alan Morrison

A target date in June was established
for the ferry service after the Port Author-

ity received permission from the Army
Corps of Engineers several months ago.

Two of the ferries are near completion,
but a third "stand-by" must be constructed
before the service begins, Morrison said.

The ferries, which will run every 10
minutes between the Erie Lackawana Ter-
minal in Hoboken and Battery Park City in
lower Manhattan, will offer PATH train
riders an alternative means of transporta-
tion during rush hour. A fourth ferry will
be added to the fleet later.

Each ferry will carry 350 passengers
Monday through Friday from 7 to 10 a.m.
and from 4 to 7 p m A single, one-way trip
will cost $2. Monthly passes will cost $56

and 10-trip tickets $16.
The boats will travel at 20 knots and

move approximately 2,100 passengers
across the river each hour

The ferries should be in operation by
late August or early September, Morrison
said. Interim terminals on both sides of the
Hudson are under construction, he said.
Permanent terminals will be built by the
Port Authority in the 1990s.

Hartz Mountain Industries Inc., Secau-
cus. and Areorp Properties, Weehawken,
will operate the ferries under the direc-
tion of the Port Authority. Areorp current-
ly runs the Port Imperial ferry from Wee-
hawken to midtown Manhattan.

XT
By Jo-Ann Moriarty _ Q

One hour before City Hall
closed for tho holiday week-
end. Hoboken Mayor Patrick
Pasculli fired the Hispanic and
Minority Affairs officer, Nellic>
Moyeno. She had supported the
mayor's opposition during the
recartt election.

Nonetheless, when City
Hall reopens today, Moyeno
says, she will be there. "The
police will have to lock me
out," she said Friday evening

Pasculli named George
Guzman to replace Moyeno and
the City Council approved the
appointment at a Saturday

meeting Pasculli refused to
comment, except to say, "1 am
busy, see you later"

Pasculli did not attend the
City Council's reorganizational
meeting Saturday after his in-
auguration and was not present
when it approved the appoint-
ment of Guzman, who was Pas-
eulli's co-campaign manager.

The council agenda for the
July 1 meeting posted outside
the City Clerk's office Friday
morning did not list Guzman's
appointment. However, after 4
p.m. on Friday, an amended
agenda replaced the earlier
one and it l isted the
appointment.

The council voted 7-to-l to
approve Guzman. First Ward
Councilman Thomas Newman
voted against Guzman. He said
Moyeno was an effective em-
ployee who had gained a good
reputation representing His-
panics and minorities with
housing problems.

Moyeno blew the whistle
on suspected wrongdoing at the
Hoboken Housing Authority,
which !•- now the locus of an
investigation by the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Ur-
ban Development.

Moyeno provided HUD's

See PASCULLI — Page 7.

trying to see the mayor for the
last few weeks, but was not
allowed access to his office
Moyeno said she believed her
appointment was not concur-
rent with the mayoral term and
that she could only be removed
with the consent of the council.

O'Connell said the ordi-
nance governing her position
makes her appointment con-
current with the mayoral term.
He said if Pasculli had waited
until after July 1 to fire her. she
could have been considered a
holdover by law and would
have legal recourse to keep her
job.

Delia Fave, who did not at-
tend the council meeting, said
he would seek legal advice on
the issue Moyeno said she also
would examine her legal
options.

Moyeno, whose husband.
Angel, was appointed to the
Planning Board by Pasculli,
!>aid she tried to work with Pas-
culli. but after observing him
in office for nearly a year, she
could not support his
candidacy.

She said she specifically
objected to his approval of the
weakening of rent control ordi-
nances at the beginning of the
year. The council, in apparent
response to public pressure,
later rescinded its action

She said Pasculli showed
no interest in issues concern-
ing her office or was not willing
to discuss the housing matter
she had referred to HUD or
other reports from tenants with
housing problems.

"I worked under Tom Vez-
zetti and saw Joe (Delia Fave)
as a councilman and I saw they
really cared," Moyeno said, ' i
could have sat it out but 1 want-
ed the people to know what
Patty (Pasculli) was all about."

Pasculli focuses on the waterfront Rent board lose.s
By Jo-Ann Moriarty

Hoboken Mayor Patrick
Pasculli, who begins his first
four-year term as mayor this
week, will center his adminis-
trative priorities on developing
the 30 acres of city-owned land
along the Hudson River.

Pasculli, 42, son of a long-
shoreman, hopes to conclude
by the end of September a part-
neiship agreement between
the ci'y and the Port Authority
of New York and New Jersey to
build a 3.2 million-square-foot
development of offices and
apartments along the
waterfront.

Thus, he chose to have his
inauguration Saturday at the

Makes inaugural vows for development
Erie Lackawanna Plaza, the
threshold of development yet
to come. Pasculli, elected in
May, and his three Council-at-
large running mates, Richard
Del Boccio, Lourdes Arroyo
and Richard England took
their oaths of office beneath
sunny skies Saturday sur-
rounded by hundreds of spec-
tators, friends and family
members.

In his keynote speech, Pas-
culli outlined his hopes to
unite Hoboken.

"These are not times for

division. These are times for
harmony. These are not times
for two Hobokens. These are
times for one Hoboken. If we
stand together, we will rise to-
gether," he said.

He said he is committed to
providing additional parks and
recreational facilities, improv-
ing the school system, provid-
ing better city services and po-
lice coverage and aggressively
pushing to bring affordable
housing into the city.

But the centerpiece of his
administration will be water-

front development, which Pas-
culli sees as the vehicle to de-
liver the city from its economic
crisis. The proposed budget —
to be voted on by the City Coun-
cil Wednesday night — offsets a
$10 million shortfall in reve-
nues with $7 million anticipat-
ed from a partnership deal
with the Port Authority.

During his speech, Pasculli
thanked his wife. Dolores, for
her support during the last 16
months, during which time he
was appointed mayor to suc-
ceed the late Mayor Thomas

Vezzetti, and sworn into office
twice because of legal techni-
calities. He successfully ran in
two mayoral elections against
Second Ward Councilman Jo-
seph Delia Fave. The latest
contest was May 9 for a four-
year term.

He mentioned his daugh-
ters, Jamie and Alyssa — "the
two jewels of my life" —- and his
mother, Josephine.

The mayor's voice choked
with emotion when he spoke
about his late father, Nicholas.

"He was the son of Italian

immigrants; a simple, decent
man who worked hard on the
Hoboken waterfront as a long-
shoreman to support his wife
and three sons He loved his
family and he loved this com-
munity and now his son has
been given the responsibility
of leading this community over
the next four years," Pasculli
said.

The inauguration began at
10 a.m. and guests included
Sen. Bill Bradley (D-N.J),
Reps. Frank Guarini of Jersey
City and James Florio of Cam-
den, the Democratic guberna-
torial candidate, and Assem-
blyman Bernard Kenny of

See PASCULLI — Page 35.

Pasculli focuses on waterfront
Continued from Pag? 1
Hoboken, who served as master
of ceremonies.

Bradley, Guarini and Flo-
rio commended Pasculli for his
energy and determination to
bring Hoboken to its fullest po-
tential and securing the city as
an urban center for genera-
tions to come.

Guarini recognized that
Pasculli also had the task of
mending the city to heal the
"wounds left behi nd by a heavi-
ly contested election."

The congressman added
that Pasculli "believes as I be-

lieve that politics is a honor-
able professional" and that
"government brings out the
best in everyone."

Paseulli's running mates
promised to carry out their
campaign platform on afford-
able housing, waterfront devel-
opment, improved recreational
facilities and better schools.

At a reorganization meet-
ing following the inauguration.
Fifth Ward Councilman E. Nor-
man Wilson was elected City
Council president.

He served as president
from July 1, 1985, through July

1, 1987.
He succeeds outgoing Pres-

ident Robert Ranieri, who de-
cided not to seek a fifth term.

The council approved the
mayoral appointments of Eu-
gene O'Connell as law director,
Edwin Chius as business ad-
ministrator, Roy Haaek as pub-
lic works director, Peggy Thom-
as as community development
director, Nicholas Goldsack as
finance director and George
Guzman as the Hispanic and
minority affairs officer.

Ross London was reap-
pointed municipal court judge.

Rent board losing pro-tenant members
Continued from Page 1
low-income housing They said it is a misconcep-
tion among politicians that the board has to be
balanced between tenants and property owner
representatives. Karasick said the board "has
been extremely fair to both sides ' He was
appointed two-and-a-half years ago by the late

Mayor Thomas Vezzetti. Hunnewinkel has
served for 10 years and was appointed by then-
Mayor Steve Cappiello. Hunnewinkel and Kara-
sick said they want to have a "wait and see"
attitude toward Paseulli's rent control policy,
but note he approved City Council amendments
(later repealed) weakening rent control.

$
Offers sought r
Popular Hudson nightspot on block
By MICHAEL FINNEGAN
The Hudson Dispatch — r .

HOBOKEN-Maxwell'a, one of Hudson
County's best known night spots, is up for
sale, but the city's premier performance
venue will probably remain open for a long
time to come, one of its owners said.

"If someone comes along with a really
financially irresistible amount of money, of
course, we'll probably have to think about it,"
said Steve Fallon, one of four Maxwell's

owners.
An investment brokerage firm, which

Fallon declined to name, approached the
owners several months ago and asked to list
the 11 -year-old nightclub as available for
purchase, and the owners agreed, Fallon said.

Yet the chances of it being sold or of closing
are slim, he said.

"It's not like we have a 'For Sale' sign or
open house," Fallon said. "There are some
feelers out there, but no one's looked."

The club, at Washington and 11th streets.

has helped launch the careers of the the
Violent Femmes, 10,000 Maniacs and many
other bands.

Among the New Jersey bands who got their
start at Maxwell's are the Feelies. Bongoes,
Yo La Tengo and Cucumbers. The dB's also
got a big career boost from gigs at Maxwell's.

Offbeat foreign and American films are
shown weekly in the same small dark room in
the back of the club where the bands play,

Please see MAXWELL'S Page 8
Maxwell's at Washington and
11th streets, Hoboken.

a pro-tenant trio
By Jo-Ann Moriarty (

Hoboken Mayor Patrick
Pasculli will not reappoint the
three most liberal pro-tenant
members of the Hoboken Rent
Control Board.

He said yesterday he would
appoint members who will "en-
force the lent control ordi-
nance." He said he wants "fair-
minded people" to replace the
chairwoman. Sister Norberta
Hunnewinkel, vice chairman,
Ira Karasick, a tenant advocate
in Union City, and Steven
Busch, a pro-tenant member
who unsuccessfully ran for City
Council on the Save Hoboken
from Over-Development ticket
in May.

"I am going to create a
board that is fair and it is not
going to weigh its decisions to-
ward landlords. I feel the
board's sole responsibility is to
enforce the rent control ordi-
nance and I want to have fair-
minded people," Pasculli said.

Hunnewinkel, who runs a
Hoboken shelter for the home-
less, submitted her resignation

this week because she said she
is tired of the battle for tenant
rights and sees the ordinance
becoming weaker under Pas-
eulli's administration.

She claims Paseulli's ap-
pointments to the board in the
last year —• Anne Cerbo and
Michael Mastropasqua — are
pro-landlord and their ap-
pointments tipped the board
from protecting tenants to fa-
voring property owners.

"I am tired of fighting. The
members he has appointed are
not pro-tenant and they are not
knowledgeable of the rent con-
trol ordinance and that is an
atrocity," Hunnewinkel said.

Cerbo is expected to resign
from the board to accept anoth-
er position in City Hall. Mem-
bers Tom Vernaglia and Al
Avitabile are expected to be
reappointed. All board terms
expired June 30.

According to Hunnewinkel
and Karasick, the rent control
ordinance is designed to pro-
tect tenant rights and preserve

See RENT - Page S

MAXWELL'S
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

often to sell-out crowds.
Highlights at Maxwell's have

been a performance by rock star
Joe Jackson, who recorded a por-
tion of a live album there, and the
taping of Bruce Springsteen's
"Glory Days" music video.

Many nightclub-restaurants
such as Maxwell's are being sold
nationwide, said Peter Berlinski,
chief editor of Restaurant Busi-
ness magazine, based in New
York.

"That overall market segment
hasn't seen much growth," Ber-
linski said.

If Maxwell's were sold, Fallon
said, the owners would search for
a bigger club where unknown
bands could still be given a
chance to perform, but where
more well-known musicians
could bring in bigger crowds and
more cash.

"It would be run as a business
instead of a socialist, groovy,

hippy festival," Fallon said.
The current space is too small

for large bands, Fallon said, re-
calling the recent appearance of
Sun Ra, a 19-piece orchestra.

"It was like trying to stuff the
Titanic into a Coke bottle," he
said.

Also, booking unknown bands
that are unable to draw large
audiences has become costly for
the nightclub, Fallon said. Ad-
mission charges for shows at
Maxwell's now go entirely to per-
formers, minus a $100 charge for
sound facilities and a doorman,
leaving the club owners to reap
profits from food and drinks,
Fallon said.

If Maxwell's moved to a bigger
location, it would most likely be
in Hoboken, but still, Fallon said,
no changes are expected soon.

"We have been here for 11
years and may be here for
another 10," Fallon said.

Hoboken acts to preclude another oil spill
... n,» »M...r.i.i CT 3 ~ nihrr 600 eallons had to be pumped said, i reallv don't want to say which many illegal underground tanks there Hoboken has a comlBy Dan Rosenfeld

As the search for the culpptt ol
last week's 1.200 gallon oil spill in
Hoboken continues, authorities are
taking steps to insure another such
accident doesn't occur.

During a record one-day 1.5-inch
rain storm last Wednesday, hundreds
of gallons of home heating fuel came
gushing out of storm sowers on New-
ark Avenue and Jackson Street. The
spill closed off a three-block area for
a day and necessitated a $30,000
cleanup, said Roy Haaek. director of
the Department or Public Works.

Officials estimate that 600 gallons
of oil reached tho surface while an-

other 600 gallons had to be pumped
out of the sewer by B&L Oil Company
of Newark. A black six-inch layer of
oil water and other floating material
also had to be removed from the

At first environmental officials
could not determine if the oil was
pumped into the sewer stem by an
illegal dumper or leaked out of an
underground tank. Investigation of
the sewer system and surrounding
area by environmental workers has
determined the oil leaked into the
storm sewers from tanks of a nearby
business.

"We've got it narrowed down to
one of two individual places." Haaek

said. "I really don't want to say which
one until we're sure."

The city can fine and sue the re-
sponsible party to recoup damages,
officials said. It may never be possible
to prove from which tank the oil came,
Haaek said.

State environmental law calls for
old underground industrial oil tanks
to be removed, but Hoboken code offi-
cials said few businesses have com-
plied with the less than 12-month old
regulation.

Haaek said that he will be meeting
with city Building Department offi-
cials to work out a search plan for oil
tanks on the verge of springing a leak.
He did not have an estimate of how

many illegal underground tanks there
were in the city, but acknowledged it
was in the hundreds.

"It's a big task, no question, but
after what happen to us I really don't
think we have a choice," Haaek said.

Officials from Hudson County Re-
gional Health and the state depart-
ment of environmental protection de-
termined the oil was not flammable or
explosive and poised little threat to
human life.

The main threat was to Hoboken's
sewer system's treatment plant on Ad-
ams and 16th Street.

James Monkowski. environmental
specialist for the Hudson County Re-
gional Health Commission, said that

Hoboken has a combined sewer sys-
tem, which is especially vulnerable to
toxins or pollutants that haphazardly
are deposited in storm sewers.

Haaek said the hundreds of gal-
lons of oil, if it reached the treatment
plant, could have rendered the aera-
tion, settling or sludge processing in-
ert. Hoboken would have then been
dumping raw sewage into the Hudson
River. He described the heavy rain as
a blessing in disguise because it
brought attention to the oil before it
could reach the treatment plant.

"If it didn't rush up onto the street
it would have arrived at the plant at
night and chances are we wouldn't
have seen it." Haaek added.



City Council votes Pasculli a $30G pay increase
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/ —•» (> 7 though he believed the mayor's
The Hoboken City Council salary should be increased, the

delayed action on a city budget
last night but voted to give May-
or Patrick Pasculli a $30,000
raise and took steps to promote
police and fire superior
officers.

Only Councilman Joseph
Delia Fave, who ran unsuccess-
fully m May against Pasculli,
voted against increasing the
mayors salary from $35,000 to
StiSOOO Eipht council members
wiled in favor.

No one spoke at the public
hearing preceding the vote

near 100 percent salary bike
was "too much too soon and
fiscally inappropriate at this
time."

Delia Fave was also criti-
cal that for nine months. Pas-
culli took home two full-lime
city paychecks for his job as
mayor and as an eighth-grade
school teacher.

But Council President E.
Norman Wilson and Council-
man David Roberts argued that
the mayor's salary should re-
flect the responsibility of his

•<t in
finishing

job Robert* noted the efforts
Pasculli has made to develop
city <m ned land aiung the Hud-
son Rner When the mayor
drew two paychecks. Roberts
said, he usu.i ' ' until
eight or nine«
City Hall after
teaching

Both Delia Fave and First
Ward. Councilman Thomas
Newman voted against ordi-
nances introduced by Council-
men Steve Cappiello. Richard
England and Edwin Duroy to
change the table of organiza-
tion in the police and fire
departments.

According to Duroy, the
amendments, scheduled for
public hearings and and final
\ (fcl i1 \ 11V* ft WL f i l i l i i I n* '*X*«iS#fc tilt?

r ms from
si* iv» . . t . u . iiiiii-a?r (he num-
ber of lieutenants from 12 to 15
and promote Police Lt. Mario
Men ado. superintendent of
the municipal garage and pres-
ident of the Board of Educa-
tion, to captain His current
salary is $48,568. including
longevity

The current base pay for a
police sergeant is about
$37,000, excluding longevity.
Lieutenants receive a base pay

of about $42,000 and captains
about $55,116

The eouncil voted to pro-
mote two captains to deputy
chief in the Fire Department,
bringing that number to nine.
Deputy fire chiefs earn a base
pay of $55,116.

Both Delia Fave and New-
man disagreed with changing
the table of organization be-
cause they said they have not
heard arguments supporting
the need. DeUa Fave said the
promotions along with the may-
or s salary will add $200,000 to

See COUNCIL —,J»age 22.

Council votes Pasculli a $30G raise
(onlinunt from Page i ._„ . . . !•„„ .u« . . .„ . i- . <•:__ • • . . . . . .( onlinunt from
the payroll It is inappropriate lo make
those promotions when the city has not
adopted a municipal budget, they said.

Business Administrator Edwin Chius
advised the council to delay action be-
cause he has to make several amendments
to the budget, including a $44,000 decrease
in what he anticipated in state aid

The council continued its meeting un-
til Monday at 5 p m to deliberate on the
$34 million proposed budget. The tax rate
is expected to be $17.86 per $1,000

Delia Fave and Newman are critical of
the budget because $7 million is funded by
money the city anticipates from signing a
partnership with the l'ort Authority of
New York and New Jersey. The city's eco-
nomic dependence on the bi-state agency
weakens its bargaining position in sinking
a partnership deal, they said.

Newman was critical of an ordinance,
sponsored by Roberts, to increase the con-

tract for the waterfront financial expert.
Donald Hunter of Hunter Associates in
Baltimore, from $100,000 to $200,000. Al-
though he supported the appropriation.
Newman said the city should shop around
for a financial expert familiar with the
New York area commercial market to give
a second opinion.

In Hunter's opinion, the city is getting
an "excellent" financial deal within the
parameters of a tentative agreement with
the PA The city and bi-state agency arc-
negotiating a final agreement the mayor
wants by the* end of September.

"1 don't think we can honestly tell the
taxpayers that we checked and double-
checked and that we got the best deal for
the city." Newman said He was not ques-
tioning Hunters integrity, he noted. "It is
not a question of integrity. It is a question
of objectivity and experience." he said.

Newman said Hunter is not a heavy-
weight in the financial analysis world and

Hunters objectivity may not be clear be-
cause he has worked for urban designer
Stanley Eckstut. whom the city hired to
design a 3 2 million-square loot water-
front development on 30 acres of city-
owned land. Eckstut was the designer for
the PA. when it planned a waterfront
development in Hoboken four years ago

Peggy Thomas, community develop-
ment director, said Hunter comes highly
recommended by Waterfront Center,
which she described as a non-profit Wash-
ington. DC. think tank that rates water-
front projects and professionals.

Because Newman alluded several
times to appearance of conflict of interest
between Hunter and the PA., Law Direc-
tor Eugene O'Connell warned the council
to continue the discussion in closed ses-
sion. But Cappiello suggested the council
approve the appropriation and consider
Newman's request at a later time All
voted in favor except Delia Fave

Teacher
contract
queried
By Jo-Ann Moriarty

A Hoboken Board of Edu-
cation member is asking the
stale to investigate the board's
amendments last Thursday to a
new three-year contract that
had been rejected by the Hobo-
ken Teachers Association.

The contract revisions
touch on the teachers' lunch
hour and provisions for family
members.

HTA members are also try-
ing to determine their legal re-
course to challenge what they
described as a secret meeting
called last Thursday by the
HTA.

Mayor Patrick Pasculli said
he is looking into the two meet-
ings. "H seems on the surface
that the HTA and the Board of
Education are going to have to
iron out the mechanics of the
passage of the contract," he
said.

School board Vice Presi-
dent James Farina said late
Friday he will ask the board to
take a new vote on the amend-
ments at its next meeting.

"We need to clear the air;
there seems to be some confu-
sion going on," he said.

According to reports given
school trustees and The Jersey
Journal by HTA members, from
30 to 50 association members
met at what they described as a
bootleg meeting in the high
school cafeteria and ratified a
contract that the 420-member
association rejected June 20 by
a 158-128 vote.

They contend that select
members were called to the
secret meeting and not the full
membership.

HTA President James Ger-
minario twice refused inqui-
ries from The Jersey Journal
on Thursday on whether he
called a ratification meeting.
Before the holiday weekend on
Friday, he told a reporter:
"Read my lips, I have nothing
to say to you." He then hung up
the telephone.

The ratification vote took
place hours after the board met
at Wallace School for a special

See TEACHER - Page 4.

Teacher contract queried
Continued from Page 1
meeting At the end of the
meeting, Trustee Richard En-
gland, chairman of the negoti
ating team, introduced a mo-
tion to allow the HTA to
reconsider its June 20 vote,
said Mario Mercado, board
president, before the weekend.

Two minor amendments to
the contract pertaining to
lunch hours and family mem-
bers were approved by four of
five board members present,
Mercado said.

Mercado said that Germin-
inaro apparently must have ap-
proached England with the mo-
tion to allow the membership a
reconsideration vote. Mercado
said that he did not know at the
start of the meeting that the
motion would be offered by
England.

England, whose term end-
ed Friday because of his elec-
tion to the City Council, had
told The Jersey Journal last
week that the motion he of-
fered meant that the board was
accepting an amended contract
upon ratification by the HTA.

Mercado said that mem-
bers simply amended the con-
tract and allowed the HTA
membership to reconsider its
earlier vote. He said the full
board will still need to vote on
ratification and that vote will
have to be legally advertized.

But Trustee Gerald Costa, a
member of the negotiating
team, has written a letter to
Saul Cooperman, state commis-
sioner of education, asking for
an investigation into the
board's vote last Thursday.

"I will not permit Mario
Mercado to minimize and ex-
plain away as a routine thing
that Dick England was ap-
proached by the HTA. At the
June 20 meeting we in a closed
session determined no more
negotiations until a new chair
had been named," Costa said.

In his letter, Costa charges
that England had no authority
to continue negotiations, that
the Sunshine Law was violated
because the special meeting
agenda did not contain an item
about the contract and that a 4-

1 vote in favor of the amend-
ments from a nine-member
board did not constitute a
majority

Present at the meeting
were Mercado, England, Claire
DePalma, Michael Rossano
and Otto Hottendorf, who voted
against the amendments and
also questions the legality of
the votes.

Costa alleges in his letter a
conflict of interest on the part
of England because England
has a family member affected
by the contract and because
the HTA endorsed England's
candidacy and formed a politi-
cal action committee for his
candidacy for the City Council.
He also reported the secret
HTA meeting to the state
commissioner.

One HTA member said that
association members were
looking for legal guidance from
the New Jersey Education As-
sociation. The state office re-
ported at the beginning of the
holiday weekend that the field
representative would be re-
turning from vacation next
week.

"We do not want to act irra-
tionally. We will wait for guid-
ance as to what is morally, ethi-
cally and legally correct," one
HTA member said.

Another member inter-
viewed before the weekend
predicted no action would be
taken until after the Fourth of
July. "Right now people are
packing their bags and getting
away for the weekend. The ar-
mor won't come off until after
the holiday," the member said.

Although the contract gives
a 30-percent increase to HTA
members over a three-year pe-
riod, HTA members and Hot-
tendorf said the contract favors
veteran teachers at the ex-
pense of newer teachers and
other bargaining units of the
association, such as clerks, tru-
ant officers and bus drivers.

Mercado said another con-
tentious item is requiring
teachers to work an added 30
minutes at the end of the work
day. He said that clause was
left in the contract.

Distressed Cities
get $6.2M more
Continued from Page 1
said. "Cities like Newark, Cam-
den, Trenton and Jersey City
received a disproportionately
large amount due to the fact
their fiscal crisis is worse than
Bayonne's," Malloy said.

Malloy said the uncertainty
of what each city will receive
makes it impossible for the
council to strike the municipal
budget, which in turn makes it
difficult for department heads
to fully plan for the year. This
has led to a large amount of
emergency appropriations
coming before the council
since April.

"I wouldn't say that it (the
Distressed Cities fund) re-
wards mismanagement, but it
definitely does not reward
good management," added
Malloy.

The announcement that
Union City received $650,000 in
additional Distressed Cities
funds brought a sigh of relief
from Revenue and Finance
Commissioner Charles Velli
who said it was $340,000 more
than last year.

"1 thought we wouldn't get
more because in 1988 there was
no money in surplus and this
year we have $2.1 million," said
the commissioner adding that
the total for 1989 is $1 million.

Union City Mayor Robert
Menendez is on vacation but
recently he said that he would
not accept any funding unless
it was for the entire $2.4 million
requested.

He has said that he would
rather lay off municipal em-
ployees than raise taxes. The
current tax rate is $123.30 per
$1,000 assessed valuation.

The additional funds lower
the tax rate increase for munic-
ipal government purposes by
$2 to $8.35 per $1,000 assesed
valuation. This and an antici-
pated tax increase in the Hud-
son County budget may be the
only rate increases this year.
Delays by state Education De-
partment officials to decide a
city school district appeal of a
$4 million cut in the 1988-89
budget could cause an aberra-
tion on the local tax bills.

, Those bills are expected to
go out with a large reduction in
the taxes for school purposes.
Based on historic practice,
state education officials are ex-
pected to restore most of the
cuts and the effect on the tax
rate — a $14 38 increase — will
not be felt until next summer.

North Bergen officals are
disappointed with the addi-
tional $260,000 in Distressed
Cities Aid granted yesterday.

"It's a pittance," said Com-
missioner Nicholas Sacco.
"The total is still less than we
got last yeas;. We're thankful for
everything, but it doesn't help.
It's just not good for North Ber-
gen. We're appreciative we re-
ceived something, but the reac-
tion is negative because we
didn't even get what we got last
year."

Last year North Bergen re-
ceived $1 million.

Hoboken received $2 mil-
lion and Kearny $587,000 in
first round allocations April 4.
East Newark was shut out in
the first round.

Here are the total Hudson
aid allocations this year: Bay-
onne, $1,150,000; $850,000 in
first round — East Newark,
$100,000 — Hoboken, $2 million
— Jersey City, $6.5 million, and
$3.8 million for a total of $10.3
million — Kearny, $587,000 —
North Bergen, $260,000, and
$642,000 in the first round for
$902,000 — Union City. $650,000
and $350,000 in the first round
for $1 million — Weehawken,
$200,000 and $675,000 in the
first round for $875,000 — West
New York, $985,000 and
$1,100,000 in the first round for
$2,085,000.

Since the program began in
1986. Jersey City was allocated
$29,750,000. The city received
$1,300,00 in 1986; $6,650,000 in
1987; $11,500,000 last year, $10.3
million this year. And since the
program began, Bayonne re-
ceived $2,850,000; Hoboken $5.9
milion: Kearny $5,137,000;
North Bergen $2,402,000; Union
City $2,260,506; West New York
$4,035,000; Weehawken
$3,115,000;
$250,000.

East Newark J

ayoffs, tax hikes
loom in four towns
By KEITH HOFFMAN
and NINA SHAPIRO
TheHudscnDispatch S—~)-*%f

The state yesterday divided
$50 million in aid among New
Jersey's financially troubled
cities in an attempt to prevent
public employee layoffs and
substantial property tax in-
creases.

But officials in at least three
Hudson county communities —
Jersey City, North Bergen and
Bayonne — said the money 4s
insufficient, and taxes may go up
to cover deficits. Union City is
considering worker layoffs.

The $50 million package, ap-
proved last week by Gov. Thomas
H. Kean and the state Legis-
lature, brings to $120 million the
aid New Jersey will spend this
year to keep its hardest-pressed
urban communities afloat. The
other $70 million was dispensed
during the first half of the year.

For Hudson County, the pack-
age will mean an additional
$6,275 million for nine com-
munities. But they will still wind
up 17.5 percent short of the funds
allocated last year, according to
figures issued by ihe state De-
partment of Community Affairs
in Trenton.

"I don't get the feeling that
Hudson County is 18 percent less
distressed than last year," said
County Executive Robert C.
Janiszewski, who criticized the
Hudson allocation.

But even the most adamant
supporters of the Aid to Dis-
tressed Cities program said the
announced increase in aid will
only keep the wolves away from
the door temporarily.

"This money solves this year's
problem ... and that's it," said
Barry Skokowski, state Division
of Local Government Affairs di-
rector. "We still need some per-
manent program to address the
long-range problems of our
cities."
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Yesterday's allocations re-
sulted from the newly passed
state budget, which restored
urban aid that had been slashed
in a budget proposed by Kean.
The appropriations came on top of
$12,724 million in aid to the coun-
ty announced in April, bringing
the total amount to $18,999
million.

Hudson's municipalities were
given $22,750 million last year.

Please see AID Page 4
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Distressed Cities get $6.2M more
J/ ~O - ^ * ~? ~ S> y? tional $50 million in the secoi

Like Janiszewski, most munici-
pal officials interviewed yester-
day were disappointed with their
appropriations.

But two muncipalities that
were big losers in yesterday's
appropriation — Hoboken and
Kearny, both of which received
no new funds — are expected to
see a decrease in their tax rate
anyway, according to local of-
ficials.

Weehawken, which received
$525,000 less than last year, is
also expected to lower its tax rate,
according to Mayor Stanley D.
Iacono.

The only mayor apparently
pleased was Anthony M. DeFino
of West New York, who said ad-
ditional aid will knock $5 off the
anticipated municipal tax rate.
However, the rate is still ex
pected to rise by more than $5.

Other municipalities expected
to raise taxes include Bayonne,
Jersey City and North Bergen.

Union City Mayor Robert
Menendez, wnose city was al-
located $300,000 less than the
minimum amount he said was
needed, has said the city will lay
off municipal employees rather
than raise taxes. The mayor is out
of town on vacation and could not
be reached for comment.

Six of the nine munipalities
that qualified for aid saw decreas-
es in the total amount allocated
this year: Hoboken, Jersey City,
Kearny, North Bergen,
Weehawken and East Newark.

Union City and West New York
received significant increases,
$350,000 to $635,000, respective-
ly. Aid to Bayonne remained the
same, at $1.15 million.

Jersey City, with $10.3 million,
received the most money,
although it fell $1.2 million short
of last year's amount. The least
went to East Newark, which
qualified for aid in this round of
allocations and recieved
$100,000. The borough received
no aid in the first round.

Two of the three muncipalities
able to accomplish tax decreases
did so through money received in
business deals, officials said.

In Hoboken, $7 million re-
ceived this year from Port
Authority of New York and New
Jersey, which recently entered
into a five-year, $30 million
waterfront development deal
with the city, will bring the mu-
nicipal tax levy down 44 percent,
said Business Administrator
Edwin Chius.

Weehawken added $1.4 million
to its budget because of reim-
bursements by Hartz Mountain
Industries Inc. of Secaucua, ac-
cording to Iacono.

Kearny Mayor Daniel Sansone
said careful budgeting resulted in
a 7-cent decrease in the in unit '.•
pal tax rate, planned before the
latest allocations were an-
nounced. When he asked state
officials why Kearny received no
extra aid yesterday, they re-
portedly cited the solid budget.

Sansone said he found the
answer frustrating.

"1 don't like the idea that we're
being punished for doing a good
job," he said.

The only municipality that
may lay off employees because of
its allocation yesterday is Union
City.

In Jersey City, a planned mu-
nicipal tax rate increase of $2.17
per $1,000 of assessed valuation,
may decrease by about 80 cents,
according to former Deputy
Mayor Jerome Lazarus. Mayor
Gerald McCann did not return
several telephone calls yesterday
seeking comment.

Although Bayonne ended up
even with last year, Business Ad-
ministrator Philip Connelly pre-
dicted a municipal tax rate in-
crease of up to $10 per $1,000.

Increased expenses in solid
waste disposal, recycling and
salaries have necessitated the
larger tax levy, Connelly said.

He noted that Bayonne's por
tion of the total Aid to Distressed
Cities fund dropped from 1.2 per-
cent in April to 0.6 percent yester-
day. He questioned whether
there was a standard formula
used to calculate aid amounts or
if the allocations were arbitrary,
an often-heard complaint.

The county as a whole received
a smaller piece of the total avail-
able funds, dropping from 18.8
percent of the original $70
million to 12.5 percent of the
additional $50 million.

Questioned about this,
Skokowski said, "There's no for-
mula whatsoever. It's a de-
termination of need "

In all, 36 of the 67 munici-
palities which requested aid re-
ceived a share of the $50 million,
according to Skokowski. Forty-
three municpalities benefited
from the original $70 million.

• Staff Writers Jonathan
Brinckman, Michael Markowitz
and David Reiliy contributed to
this report.

By Joseph Albright

TRENTON - Hudson
County municipalities have
been awarded $62 million in
additional Distressed Cities
aid from the state. Several mu-
nicipal leaders said the addi-
tional money is not enough lo
meet rising local expenses.

Jersey City was awarded
$3,800,000. raising its total to
$10 7 million this year.

Hoboken was shut out yes-
terday after receiving $2 mil-
lion in April.

Hudson municipalities
shared a total of $6,245,000
from the $50 million in Dis-
tressed Cities aid included in
the state budget.

But Hoboken doesn't receive a penny
Bayonne was allocated

$300,000: East Newark $100,000;
North Bergen $260,000; Union
City $650,000; West New York
$985,000; Weehawken $200,000.

Kearny also was shut out in
the second round of allocations
announced by State Communi-
ty Affairs Commissioner An-
thony M Villane Jr. and Barry
Skokowski. director of the state
Division of Local Government
Services.

Mayor Gerald McCann did
not return calls for comment
about the additional aid for

Jersey City, but his aide Domi-
nick Pugliese said, "It's not
enough."

Pugliese and other city offi-
cials said privately they had
expected to receive $5 million,
not $3.8 million. The money
will cut the tax rate by 80 cents,
they said.

Jersey City received a
hand-delivered check for $6.5
million from the state yester-
day, the first half of its Dis-
tressed Cities funding. But the
total of $10.3 million is less
than the city received last year.

Bayonne Finance Director
Terrence Malloy said the
$300,000 appropriation to Bay-
onne will allow the City Coun-
cil to go ahead with passage of
its budget. At a caucus yester-
day, the council said it would
introduce budget amendments
that will include the $300,000.

The council expects, to in-
troduce the amendments at
Wednesday's meeting then ad-
journ to July 19 for a public
hearing and vote. The munici-
pal and school budgets could
be adopted at that meeting.

"If we had known we would
be receiving this $300,000 we
could have adopted this budget
back in April," Malloy said,
adding that the entire amount
received from the state would
go toward police salaries.

He said the move would
result in a "direct savings" to
taxpayers because that money
would not have to be raised
through taxes.

The state allocated $70 mil-
lion in the first round of the
Distressed Cities Supplemen-
tal Appropriation and an addi-

tional $50 million in the second
round.

Bayonne received
$1,150,000 total from the fund.
It requested $3,900,000 in its
application, said Malloy. The
city received $850,000 in the
first round and $300,000 yester-
day. The amounts were the
same as last year.

Malloy and Philip Connel-
ly, business administrator and
acting mayor, said the Dis-
tressed Cities fund penalizes
fiscally sound municipalities.

"The state told us (back in
April) that if we adopt our bud-
get we will not be eligible for
any state moneys," Connelly
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Council delays
acting on cuts
in $34M budget
fhe HudsorToi spatch

HOBOKEN-TheCityCoun^

before the council for a vote.
Another special meeting is

scheduled Monday, at which time
officials expect to adopt the
proposed spending plan, which

tax rau of 117.86 per $1,000

approval

2 5 were met «.U« w
manv members, "ere Kit put

assessed varaou™, »„,. ,,_ .
which calls for a 16 cent reduction
in the tax rate, includes $7
million in funding from an agree-
ment between the city and the
Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey for a waterfront de-
velopment plan.

Delia Fave said he is planning
to introduce his amendments to
reduce expenditures in the
budget, which represents about a

THF«SEYJOUIINALI^OM>4Y,JUlY10,19e9

is ready
to deliberate city budget

. . . , collective bargaining a|
By J * - A M Moruurty

The Hoboken City Council
U expected to take final action
this afternoon on the P ™ ^
$34 million municipal budgtt
tfwhich $7 million is funded
with money the city anticipates
from a partnership with the
Kr? Authority of New York

velop the waterfront.
The two parties have

signed a tentative agreement

collective
ment with ««. i—- - ,

The City Counci last
approval lo reorga-

r . r -J t\~a lit*-

Trouble brews
on approval
of teacher pact

PATRICK PASCULU
Rips grandstanding

10 percent increase in *P*f™*overthis years budget at the
next meeting. Mayor Patrick
Pasculli and several council

services for the city.

— which represents a
cent increase in spending
will begin at 5 p m. in the u
Council Chambers.

Second Ward Councilman
Joseph Delia Fave * expected
to offer amendments to cut
spending by $400,000 and to

Return to appointed ed board
mnv be on ballot in November
By James Efstatbiou

trustee
chance to vote on the
Board of Education
eleCM°ayor Patrick Pasculli,
who, as'a councilman-jm

1 a

fa-

pointed board. With inaugura-
ceremonies behind him
a full four-year term to

look forward to, Pasculli said
he would support a resolution
to place the elected versus ap-
pointed school board question
before voters.

While the move is likely to
have widespread support on
the City Council, recent events

• - * — — niipinoun

icinnau Steve ^-r-r-
Now, with this latest

by the board, it could be con-
troversial," said Cappiello, re-
ferring to the board's passage
of a new teachers contract by
only four members.

"People watching that feel
that everything was not as it
should be and might want to
have the right to say who
should be sitting there."

Two weeks ago, four of five
trustees attending a meeting
with school administrators vot-

See HOBOKEN - Page 5.

the c lty expects to .
developer Joseph Barry when
he fii.alizes the purchase of
two Hudson Street lots.

Both Councilmen Delia
Fave and First Ward Council-
man Thomas Newman contend
that it is unwise for the city to
get out of its financial crisis by
depending on money from the
Port Authority when the city
and the bi-state agency are in
the midst of negotiating a final
partnership agreement to de-

believe that the city is weaken-
ing its bargaining position by
basing its municipal budget on
$7 million from the PA.

The Pasculli administra-
tion wants to build a 3 2 mil-
lion square-foot development
of offices, housing units, retail
shops, hotels, park and marina
at the southern end of the city.

The $7 million the city ex-
pects to get from signing an
agreement with the PA offsets
about $7 million in budget
shortfalls The money from the
bi-state agency will make up
lor the $3.2 million in revenue
the city received last year from
an insurance settlement, a $1
million loss in state aid, a $24
million increase in funding the
school budget and $1 million in
increased county costs.

The budget, which repre-
sents about a $3 million in-
crease in appropriations, in-
cludes about a $400,000
increase from hiring addition-
al patrolmen and to pay for a

other $200,600 to — _
which is not included in the
budget.

The budget also includes
$25,430, which represents a
half-year's salary and about
$10,000 for overtime, for the
City Clerk's office and $21,000
for a half-year's salary for pub-
lic safety director. That posi-
tion has been vacant for about
a year, although Law Director
Eugene O'Connell has been
serving as both the law director
and public safety director.

A line item for $200,000 has
been added for waterfront
planning Pasculli will appoint
a board of directors which in
turn will select a waterfront
development corporation di-
rector and also an item for
$20,000, which represents
about a half-year's salary, has
been earmarked in the budget
for personnel director. Last
year. $14,000 tor the job was
appropriated for the post but
never spent.

These jobs are in addition
o the 26 fulltime jobs added to
ihe payroll since last July 1 up
until the budget was being pre-
pared during this spring, ac-
cording to payroll department
records.

In addition, nineteen po-
lice officers were hired last
year and seven have been
hired this year, Chius said.

The budget does not in-
clude the $2.8 million the City
Council axed from the school
budget last year but has been
restored by the state.

Hoboken may vote
on school elections
Continued from Page 1
ed in favor of a three-year con-
tract for the Hoboken Teachers
Association

The HTA had rejected vir-
tually the same pact nine days
earlier.

Hours after the board rati-
fied the contract, a small cadre
of HTA members met in the
high school cafeteria and ap-
proved the deal.

HTA members are looking
to the New Jersey Education
Association for help in chal-
lenging the approval, while two
board trustees have vigorously
objected to the board's
ratification.

The deal was put together
by former Trustee Richard En-
gland, who, following the vote,
stepped down from the board
to assume a City Council seat,
and HTA president James
Germinario.

England ran for the council
on Pasculli's ticket, which won
an endorsement from the HTA.

Pasculli rejected the
charge that England's role as
chief negotiator for the board
was compromised by the HTA
endorsement of his candidacy

Pasculli added that he had
been aware that England
would move for passage of the
contract even though the pub-
lished agenda for the meeting
did not specifically list the
HTA contract

Other trustees in atten-
dance said that they were sur-
prised when the contract was
introduced

"That was a mechanical
thing that has to be worked out
between the board and the
HTA," said Pasculli.

Pasculli also rejected the
charge that his alliance with
England might undermine pub-
lic confidence in future board
appointees should voters
choose to end school elections.

"As long as the hoard is
making progress and function-
ing in the best interests of the
school district, the public will
have every confidence, wheth-
er appointed or elected," he
said.

People in Hoboken are fed
up with elections, said Pas-
culli. who pointed to the low
turnout in the last school elec-
tions as proof of public apathy.

The rigors of school elec-
tions deter qualified candi-
dates from seeking the office,
he added

Finally, there is the cost of

school board elections, which
would be saved with an ap-
pointed board.

Trustee Gerard Costa
agreed that an appointed
board might better serve the
district. However, he said he
has little confidence in Pascul-
li's ability to make viable
appointments.

i f that reflects the kind of
people Pat Pasculli picks when
running for office, I don't have
much confidence in him," said
Costa, referring to England.

"I have no great confidence
in the people Patty (Pasculli)
will pick, but he'll have to an-
swer for them," Costa said.

That said, Costa main-
tained that returning to an ap-
pointed board would be posi-
tive by eliminating the public
perception that school board
candidates are further re-
moved from political influ-
ences than school board
appointees.

"I'd rather stop the cha-
rade of thinking the Board of
Education through elections
will pick people who aren't
controlled by the mayor," said
Costa.

"The change should be in
City Hall more than anything,
and once the right person is in
City Hall, he should have the
right to appoint people to the
Board of Education," he said.

Board President Mario
Mercado concurred that politi-
cal influence touches board
members whether they are
elected or appointed.

He maintained, however,
that Pasculli would make ap-
pointments on merit, not politi-
cal alliances.

"I know he would appoint
people who are capable and
qualified," said Mercado.

"We probably have one of
the best boards right now,"

MnYwell's for sale, but not leaving
By James Efstathiou ^ Cf Since 1978, Maxwell's has

A - / ' o /boosted the careers of many
The future of a Hoboken bands, including REM. the Re-

nightclub known for showcas- " A" ' " " « " Maniacsnightclub known for showcas
ing up-and-coming bands is sta-
ble despite the fact that the
club is up for sale.

Steve Fallon, co-owner of
Maxwell's, confirmed that the
club-restaurant has been on
the block for several months,
but insisted the nightspots im-
mediate future is secure.

"The future now is we're
here," said Fallon. "We're not
leaving next week."

placements, 10,000 Maniacs
and the Violent Femmes.

Fallon said he agreed to
list the club as an available
purchase to see wtiat price the
business would draw.

The club is well known
throughout the county and in
Manhattan as a p emier perfor-
mance venue. But, says Fallon,
the size of the space has be-
come a problem.

"The room has just become

too small for some acts, and too
large for others," Fallon said.
"Bands like the Replacements
we have to sneak in on the day
of the show."

If a buyer came along with
the right price — Fallon de-
clined to elaborate — he would
ideally like to open a larger
nightspot in the city. Many acts,
such as the Feelics appearing
this week, are selling out and a
larger room would allow for
more diversity.

"If we did move onto some-
thing else, the location change

inwould not mean a change
music,"' said Fallon

But Fallon has no plans to
move and has not identified
any possible new locations. For
the time being, the future of the
club-— which held an Elvis
birthday party complete with a
sandwich board caricature of
the King — is secure.

"We're looking at the ideal
situation or fooling with the
idea of doing something else,"
said Fallon. "After 11 years you
get a little idle and bored, but
its only a thought."

NJEA will probe
teachers contract

NJEA to probe teachers pact
. . . !...,« <>Q meet

Hottendorf,
the "board's senior member,

• "ie debate be-
versus elect-

often during his 30-plus
years on the board, said what's
more important is who is cho-
sen to sit on the board rather
than how they are chosea

•A board is just as good as
its members and it doesn t mat.
ter which way it's done, said
H°tte,n?hTnk we have a good
board now and the s i g " ' ^ " 1

thing is that they were all elect-
ed," he said.

By James Efstathiou

The New Jersey Education
Association is looking into last
month's controversial vote by
the Hoboken Teachers Associ-
ation ratifying a three-year
contract.

While the NJEA has limit-
ed powers to intervene in the
affairs of local unions, the
agency is nonetheless investi-
gating the circumstances of a
June 29 contract vote, accord-
ing to field representative Ger-
ald Lange.

"1 don't know what we can
do," Lange said after returning
from vacation to a host of inqui-
ries regarding the vote. "I don't
remember this situation ever
occurring before."

Lange was referring to the
events surrounding a "bootleg"
meeting attended by 30 to 50
HTA members. Some associa-
tion members claim the meet-
ing was hastily called by HTA
President James Germinario to
adopt a contract previously re-
jected by the HTA.

Germinario, who has been
contacted several times by The
Jersey Journal in the past two
weeks, has refused to comment

on the meeting. Lange, who
says he sat with Germinario
throughout contract negotia-
tions with the school board,
also declined to comment on
specifics of the disputed vote
except to confirm that a new
contract was approved at the
meeting.

Lange said he was not pre-
sent at a negotiating session
when amendments to the origi-
nal deal were worked out.

A prior three-year pact for
the 420 teachers, clerks, atten-
dance officers and drivers ex-
pired June 30.

The new pact, which in-
cludes a 34 percent pay raise,
an extended working day and
an amended sick-day policy,
was rejected by the HTA June
20 by a vote of 158-128. Nine
days later, the Board of Educa-
tion approved some changes to
the deal and Germinario was to
bring the contract back to the
membership for another vote.

However, the full member-
ship apparently did not get to
consider the amended pact.
Members of the union say only
a small group got to vote.

See NJEA — Page 8.

Continued from Page 1
The propriety of the school

board's action — only four of
nine members approved the
contract at a special meeting
which did not specifically ad-
vertise contractual agreements
on the published agenda — has
also been called into question
by at least two trustees.

One of them, Gerard Costa,
is awaiting a response from the
state Board of Education on a
number of issues regarding the
board's actions including a
charge that the meeting violat-
ed the state's "Sunshine Law."

phone about the June 29 meet-
ing. He said he also spoke to
Germinario.

"I'm Irving to find out what

By Janes EfsUlhiou

Hoboken teachers are pre-
paring to fight last week's "se-
cret " contract ratification by a
handful of union numbers, and
two school board trustees con-
•inue to question the boards
approval of the pact.

The votes, by the Hoboken
Board of Education and the Ho-
boken Teachers Association on
a contract rejected nine days
earlier by the HTA, came in a
flurry Thursday prior to the
holiday weekend. A three-year
contract for the 420 teachers,
clerks, attendance officers and
drivers expired Friday

The agreement was engi-
neered by trustee Richard En
gland, who left the board to
assume a City Council seat, and
James Germinario. HTA
president.

England said he intro-
duced the contract Thursday in
an effort to net it approved be-
fore leaving the board. Cosmet-
ic changes were made to the
pact in order to allow the union
to hold a second vote on a
"new" contract.

However, the contract was
not specifically listed in the
advertised agenda for the spe-
cial board meeting, prompting
a charge by trustees Gerard
Costa and Otto Hottendorf that
board's action violated the
open public meetings act.

Also, Costa and Hottendorf
claim the vote was invalid be-
cause a majority did not ap-
prove it. Only five of nine board
members attended the
meeting.

Germinario hasn't com-
mented since Thursday when
between 30 and 50 HTA mem-
bers convened in the high
school cafeteria and approved
the deal by a voice vote. The
agreement was initially voted
down by the union June 20 by a
158 to 128 count.

"I'm not talking to The Jer-
sey Journal,' said Germinario
before hanging up the phone.
"Irresponsible journalism,
quoting people anonymously,
making me look like a tyrant.
As a matter of fact, you people
are going to be hearing from my
attorney."

Germinario was referring
to published accounts of the
"bootleg" meeting given by
HTA members who spoke on
condition of anonymity. They
said only pro-contract mem-
bers were invited to the meet-
ing and when dissenters ap-
peared and questioned the
maneuver, they were silenced
prior to the "bang-bang" vote.

"There's a great deal of
people out there who don't like
what took place," said an HTA
member. "Did Germinario
have the right to conduct such a
vote? Did the board have the
right to vote at that mooting?
Did England have the right to
negotiate that contract? What
you have here is a number of

tional u»'"';d 'righUo come in

33*5=3
New Jersey are NJEA mem

rl! n»H lobbies in

Lange s«nu H^ .
merous calls from HTA mem-
bers, some of whom voiced out-
rage at the vote and others who
felt that action was appropri-
ate. Yesterday, he interviewed
10 association members by

Trenton

Lange.

legal question "
Seeking answers to those

questions is likely to take some
time. HTA members have con-
tacted the New Jersey Educa-
tion Association's regional of-
fice in West New York and
hope to meet with a field repre
sent at i ve next week

A speedy hearing on the
matter is essential, members
said, since the passage of time
is likely to "soften" the focus on
the issue. Informally. HTA
members have organized lines
of communication, a difficult
trick during summer vacation,
in anticipation of possible
meetings.

"The longer this thing goes
on. people get more dispersed
and you re going to develop a
more fatalistic attitude," said
another HTA member.

Costa concurred that a
swift public hearing on the
matter was essential. Follow-
ing the vote, he called on board
president Mercado to convene
an emergency meeting, a re-
quest that wont unanswered.

And despite the urgency
accorded the situation by Costa
and HTA members, the matter
is not likely to be discussed by
the board for another two
weeks. Board business admin-
istrator Anthony Curko report-
ed yesterday that Tuesday's
board meeting has been can-
celed and re-scheduled for
July 18

Certain items could not be
prepared in time for Tuesday,
Curko explained, and in order
to avoid calling two separate
meetings, one -was set for the
following week.

"There is not going to be an
opportunity for people to speak
on this in a timely fashion and
that is further evidence that
there is no desire on the part of
board leadership to discuss
this in the open," said Costa
upon learning of the canceled
meeting.

Costa wants his own legal
answers to the board's action
and has sent details of the
events to state and county
authorities.

Yesterday, board trustees
who were at first shocked when
England introduced the eon-
tract last week, said that all
could be made right with an-
other vote.

"First of all, it wasn't on the
agenda because we knew noth-
ing about it," said Mercado of
the contract. "Personally, I feel
the entire contract should be
resubmitted to the board for its
consideration."

Board vice president
James Farina, who questioned
the board's action following
the ratification, yesterday
agreed all would be corrected
with another vote.

In addition to the validity
of the board's action is the
question of England's involve-
ment as chief negot iator for the
board. England's candidacy for
City Council was supported by
the HTA which for the first
time in anyone's memory, form-
ed a political action committee
to deliver the endorsement.

Also, England's wife is a
school teacher and stands to
benefit directly from the out-
come of contract talks.

"I had been involved (in
negotiations) prior to ever hav-
ing thought of being a candi-
date." said England who has
worked on the pact for over a
year.

"The HTA endorsed me I
assume because of my position
toward education, not because
they're expecting anything."

Rude words at council meeting
,._-,. ^UA «,a<;iP dis- Delia Fave agreed, claim

Rude words passed at councifhudget meeting
> said later, and irrelevant to

the issue But it was the manner in

State-mandated changes to Hobo- which the " ^ ^ J ^ ^ S S k S S i
kens proposed $34 million municipal dent cut off discussion that sparked the
budget forced the City Council to post- exchange
pone final action on the plan yesterday, What i gomusiy _
but not before a heated debate among
council members on fiscal restraint.

The meeting nearly erupted into a
shouting match when Council President
£ Nnrman U'llcnn nnn.,,^A Kcnnnfitu. Norman Wilson accused Second
Ward Councilman Joseph Delia Fave of
flipfioppinK on his 1987 position on Port
Authority funding, then closed discus-
sion on the issue before Delia Fave
could respond

Wilson's reference was inaccurate.

hange.
"What I got angry about was not the

reference," said Delia Fave. "He made
a criticism of my position, then would
not allow me to respond, using his posi-
tion as the chair. You don't want to see a
council president using his authority as
chairman of a meeting to silence public
debate." , _

The exchange came nearly three
hours after the meeting began. The bulk
of that time was spent discussing a
proposal by Delia Fave to cut the bud-

get and waiting for Business .._ —
trator Edwin Chius to prepare resolu-
tions on the state-mandated cuts.

The cuts, primarily technical
changes ordered by the state, would
raise the overall budget by $77,692 and
were approved unanimously by the
council.

The modifications require a public
hearing, so the council agreed to sched-
ule another special meeting for
Monday.

While those changes were approved
painlessly, Delia Fave's proposal to cut
$454,200 in salary line items met with
great resistance. A motion on the spend-
ing cuts failed to gain a second and was

never formally introduced. However,
Delia Fave plans to prepare the amend-
ments for Monday's meeting.

If adopted, Delia Fave said, the cuts
would eliminate funding for two new
positions, a public safety director and a
personnel director, forestall the expan-
sion of the Office of the City Clerk and
Rent Leveling Office, transfer $25,000
from Recreation Department salaries
to programs, and roll back staffing in
the Department of Public Works'
Streets and Roads division to 1988
levels.

While the cuts would mean some

See BUDE WORDS — Page 8.

Continued from Page 1
layoffs, they would not adverse-
ly affect city services, Delia
Fave said. Rather, they would
force the council to hold the
line on spending rather than
merely give lip service to fiscal
restraint, he said.

"They're spending money
because they have it." Delia
Fave said, referring to the $7
million the city is anticipating
from a proposed agreement
with the Port Authority. "The
budget reflects the policy and
the underlying policy here is
patronage. Rather than fund-
ing something like an arts pro-
gram, we create unnecessary
jobs."

But Delia Fave's proposal
was challenged both by council
members and city administra-
tors. Cutting $250,000 from
streets and roads as Delia Fave
suggested would all but elimi-
nate street cleaning as well as

cutting back solid waste dis-
posal programs, according to
DPW Director Roy HaacK.

"I think we have to IOOK at
conditions in the city." said
wSSon, who called the-most
consistent complaint from resi-
dents the condition ol streets^
-I 3ont think the public would
object to that kind of

^ S n m e n Edwin Duroy
and David Roberts said Hobo_
ken has made progress in solid
waste disposal, recycling and
street cleaning and the cuts
Defla Fave proposed would
?ead to a cutback in such basic

services. r»niia Vavo
On one point. Delia Favc

found an unexpected ally m
Council"""1 Steve Cappiello
on the proposed cuts, said the
JJuncil should have paid more
attention to the budget process,

"we should have been par-
ticipating in the budget pro-
cess all along and we re not.

fn raoDiello. who called on
Mavor Attic* Pasculli to start
off ing the 1990 budget upon
Jpprolal of the current one.

Delia Fave agreed, claim-
ing there had been no work-
shop sessions on the budget, no
meetings by the council budget
committee and not enough time
to analyze a budget in detail.

The two broke ranks, how-
ever, as Cappiello called for
passage of the budget while
Delia Fave planed to push
ahead with his proposed cuts,

"There were no council re-
ductions on the budget at the
council work sessions, only
promises that in the future
we'll do our job," said Delia
Fave.

Pasculli took issue with
both, claiming the city is bound
by state and county fiscal deci-
sions, which typically are not
finalized until mid-summer.

"I'm willing to work with
any of the council people on
the budget but it's wishful
thinking," Pasculli said in re-
sponse to Cappiello's sugges-
tion that work on the new bud-
get begin upon adoption of the
old. "It was a long thought-out
process with city administra-
tors and it's a budget that re-
flects true city services."



Outdoor cafes must pay double duty to city
By Dan Rosenfeld

/ * / ts~ — r
The quest for a cold beer, simple

sandwich and sun in Hoboken con-
tinues to get more complicated

As city officials propose new
methods of licensing and regulating
outdoor cafes, restaurateurs were
notified that their current liquor li-
censes don t entitle them to serve
alcohol at sidewalk cafes

"it's ridiculous," said George
Sierchio. manager of the Brass Rail
on Washington at Second Street. "We
have to fill out another application
when we just reapplied and spent
$1,000 for our liquor license
(renewal)."

City officials had been unaware
that state law requires restaurants

~~.» ^ . . t alcohol inside and out-
doors to have two liquor licenses,
said Leonard Serrano, secretary to
the city Alcoholic Beverage Control
Commissioner.

Restaurants, which serve alco-
hol at outdoor cafes, were notified by
mail that there would be another
round of applications and fees
Those that want to keep serving out-
doors must complete a 12-page
amended liquor license application,
advertise to the public that alcohol is
being served and pay an $86 fee

Serrano said restaurants will be
given an unspecified grace period to
comply with the regulations.

While some outdoor cafes are
complying with the regulations, nu-
merous other outdoor restaurants

are continuing to ao business illegal-
ly, officials acknowledged City re-
cords show that just 17 restaurants
are permitted to operate outdoors
Officials would not speculate how
many outdoor restaurants are serv-
ing illegally

In an effort to better regulate the
cafes, the city will shuffle the re-
sponsibility of checking for permits
from the Building Department to the
zoning official with a stop over at the
Police Department.

Under the city's ordinance, the
construction official is responsible
for checking that cafes have the $50
per month city permit Last month
Alfred Arezzo, the construction offi-
cial, informed the city Law Depart-
ment that he did not have the staff to

enforce the ordinance and conclud-
ed tfcat »t *«* tfce « » i n « officer's
responsibility.

Michael Ocello, the zoning offi-
cer doesn t have a staff and could
not adequately cover the city by him-
self, officials concluded

Arezzo and Ocello were unavail-
able for comment.

The Law Department has drafted
a proposal that would transfer the
responsibility of enforcement from
the Building Department to the zon-
ing official The zoning official
would have access to Department of
Public Work's inspectors, solving the
manpower crunch, said Lisa Conn,
assistant city attorney

The city is committed to cracking
down on illegal cafes because of pos-

sible liability, officials said The ca-
fes, while a six-foot deep extension
of the restaurant, are on city proper-
ty. When a restaurant applies for an
outdoor cafe permit it must take out
a $100,000 insurance policy which
also covers the city, officials said.

Until the new enforcement poli-
cy gets off the drawing board, police
have been used to check restaurants.
Conn said This policy may not.
continue

'This is news to me, Chief
George Crimmins said the policy.
"Let the construction official do his
own job. It's not the police's job.'

Conn said the decision to use
police was made without informing
Crimmins because he was on
vacation

Pasculli push
a h
By James Efstathiou

Hoboken Mayor Patrick
Pasculli will recommend Raul
Morales, a manager with Ap-
plied Housing Associates and
former school board trustee, to
fill the Board of Education seat
vacated by departing trustee
Richard England.

Morales is expected to gain
the approval of a majority of
members on the pro-adminis-
tration school board Pasculli
said he will formally notify
board President Mario Mer-
cado of his recommendation
today.

England's term on the
board expires in April.

While some trustees said

they had nothing against Mo-
rales as a candidate, they cau-
tioned against approving the
mayor's selection before un-
dertaking a thorough search
for a replacement.

"I think there should bo a
concerted effort by the board
to seek out a good candidate to

Related story on Page 6

complete that term," said
Trustee Felix Rivera. "There
are a lot of factors to be consid-
ered. Just because the mayor
recommended a person doesn't
mean he's a good choice."

"I do not think it's prudent
for us to accept the mayor"s
recommendation without con-

sidering other candidates,"
said Trustee Gerard Costa.

The school board has yet to
meet sint'e England stepped
down to assume a seat on the
City Council June 30. The
board is scheduled to meet
Tuesday and could act on Pas-
culli's recommendation then.

Board Vice President
James Farina said soliciting
applications for the position
can turn out to be more politi-
cal than simply appointing the
mayor's choice.

Morales, who was appoint-
ed to the board in 1985 by then-
Mayor Steve Cappiello, per-
formed well as a trustee and

See PASCULLI — Page 10.

HODOKen eyes n u t m i u i v . .

Dispute over
school funds
stalls budget

Council rejects
lone proposal
to trim budget
By Emily M. Smith A fy l)lt

it

By DAVID LIPPMAN
The Hudson Dispatch ?~

HOBOKEN-Action on the
1989 municipal budget was post-
poned by the City Council last
night because of a new amend-
ment that must be discussed in
order to resolve a funding dispute
with the Board of Education.

City Business Administrator
Edwin Chius told the council that
the city must pay the school board
$2.8 million after state Education
Commissioner Saul Cooperman
last week ruled against the city in
its appeal of a decision on the
funds by the state Board of
Education.

Last year, the council refused
to pay the school district $2.8
million, objecting to the local
board's budget. The board ap-
pealed that decision to the state
Education Department, which
held that the city must pay the
disputed sum.

Yesterday, Chius told the coun-
cil that the city had two options:
pay the sum or go to court. To pay
the money, an amendment would
have to be introduced by the coun-
cil, thus delaying ratification of
the proposed $34.7 million mu-
nicipal budget. Either way, in
accordance with the Open Public
Meetings Act, the council would
not decide on a course of action
until its next session, which is
Monday at 5 p.m.

But Councilman Thomas New-
man, speaking after the meeting,
said he expected that the city
would pay the $2.8 million.

"Cooperman's word is law,"
Newman said. "We could go to
court, but we'd have a snowball's
chance in hell. I know we would
lose."

According to Newman, the $2.8
million would be paid from rev-
enues generated by the sale of the
Hoboken sewage treatment plant
to the new Hoboken-Union City-
W e e h a w k e n S e w e r a g e
Authority.

"The net effect is that we lose
$2.8 million from next year's
budget," Newman said.

Most of the meeting was taken
up with discussion of amend-
ments by Newman and Coun-
cilman Joseph Delia Fave.

Newman offered a budget
amendment that would sell
waterfront land owned by
Hoboken to its Redevelopment
Agency, and enable the city to
issue bonds for development of
the property. The effect of this
resolution would be to enable the
city to negotiate with the highest
bidder for its waterfront, rather
than solely with the Port
Authority of New York and New
Jersey, Newman said. He warned
that the promise of authority
money was uncertain and the city

Please see HOBOKEN Page 12
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Lombard! yesterday.said he
would recommend that the
charge of aggra vated arson
against Angel Nieves, 46 be
downgraded to cnmrnalmischief.

should be in a stronger position J
deal with the agency.

However, Councilman David
Roberts, a supporter of Mayor
Patrick Pasculli's adminis-
tration, opposed the measure,
and defended the agreement
made with the authority, arguing
that the city was headed for
strong economic growth.

Roberts said Newman's
proposal was like a visit to the
doctor. "If the doctor said to you,
'Mr. Newman, you're fine, you
don't need an operation,' you
wouldn't ask for a second opinion.
You don't want to have an oper-
ation," Roberts said.

The proposed amendment was
defeated by a 7-2 vote along fac-
tional lines, with only Newman
and Delia Fave supporting it.

Delia Fave also introduced
amendments to the budget that
would save the city $454,000 in
salaries, by cutting staff in the

Citv CieiK b Office; »~—
ing Office; Recreation, Police and
Personnel departments; as well
L the Public frorks Department,
Such would see the largest re-
duction, of $250,000 „

The proposal failed by a 11
vote afong the same factional

^ m u n i c i p a l budget the city

Sunday morni.-0 -
scene, according to reports.

Lombardi said that Nieves was
attempting to set himself ori fire
Sunday at 1 a.m. in a building at
208 First St., and had no inten-
tion of starting the blaze that
damaged or ^stroyed many of
the buildings on one side of First
Street between Park Avenue and
Garden Street.

"He was very drunk," said
Lombardi. "This was not a

purposes is $492 1 ^ * * ' C
assessed valuation. Under the
proposed new budget, the rate

Pasculli pushing a school trustee
"" ' vear-old son attends Calabro be the school budget and a con-

»—» u,,m ih«> 420-member Ho

The Hoboken City Council lasrt
night defeated the only resolution to
trim the proposed $34 million munici-
pal budget, deferring for a second
time final action on the fiscal plan
pending a public hearing on an
amendment that would add $2.8 mil-
lion to the city's expenditures.

The amendment up for discussion
yesterday calls for the reinstatement
of $2,812,690 to the Board of Educa-
tion as ordered by the state Board of
Education in the 1988-89 budget.

Nearly one-fifth of the budget —
$7 million — is income anticipated
from a waterfront development deal
with the Port Authority that is in
preliminary negotiation.

Relying on such tenuous income
w«li put Hoboken in a precarious ne-
gotiating position, Councilman Thom-
as Newman indicated He proposed a
resolution that he said would act as a
safety net for the city during negotia-
tions, preventing it from being forced
to accept an unsatisfactory offer from
the Port Authority which, he said,
knows that city functions are depen-
dent on its money. The city would
guarantee the bond.

"A $7 million shortfall is like hav-
ing a .357 Magnum at your head,"

See COUNCIL — Page 6.

cultural and karate p
5 solid waste disposal costs;

' ^ and street repav-

ing.

Continued tiom Pagr I
should *tn the seat, Farina
added. .

•I don t think we're going to
start a fiasco like wi- did when
Perry Belfiore was appointed,
said Farina referring a 198'
appointment

"It turned out more politi-
cal than the app mitment. 1 m
satisfied with the man's pt'nor-
mance on the school board, he
**' Morales. 40, was previously
appointed to the board to HI
the term of retiring trustee
Steve Block

Born in Puerto Rico, he
came to Hoboken in 1967

For the past 15 years, ht
has been employed by develop-
ed Joseph Barry's Applied
Housing Associates, experi-
ence that, he says, has brought
him closer to families of public
school children.

• A majority of the kids in
applied housing go to public
school,' said Morales, whose B-

year-old son attends Calabro
School

"1 never had any problem
dealing with people. If every-
body has the same concern, I
don't see any problem and the
concern is the education of the
kids," he said.

Morales' wife, Maria, is em-
ployed by the school district as
an assistant to the bilingual
supervisor.

If he is appointed. Morales
said, his primary concern will

be the school budget and a con-
tract with the 420-member Ho-
boken Teachers Association.

"He has experience as far
as board matters are con-
cerned," said Pasculli "He has
children in the public school
system and he is a respected
member of the Hispanic com-
munity at large".

Pasculli added that he
didn't foresee any problems in
Morales gaining the board's
approval

Council rejects
.. A . «v.i

Continued from Page 1
Newman told the council.
"This is not pretty but it would
only be a .22 caliber."

The resolution amounted
to a paper transaction in which
the city would sell the water-
front property to the Hoboken
Redevelopment Agency — in
effect, the mayor and city coun-
cil — which would then float a
$7 million bond to pay for the
property. The $7 million the
city would get from the sale
would be sure money in the
city's coffers, Newman argued.

That resolution, too, was
defeated in a 7-to-2 vote. Coun-
cilman Dave Roberts said such
a resolution would send a nega-
tive message to the Port Au-
thority on a project the public
supported.

At this point we should be
exercising some good faith,"
Roberts said. "Wo can do this
later — when negotiations fall
apart," he said referring to
Newman's resolution

In light of losing nearly $3
million to the Board of Educa-
tion, Councilman Joseph Delia
Fave proposed a resolution
that would have cut $450,000
from money allocated for sala-
ry increases

Delia Fave suggested that
salaries be cut in nine offices
such as the Public Safety Di-
rector. Public Safet> Comr uni-
cations, Personnel and P> lice
Civilians.

Under the proposed bud-
get, salaries for recreation in-
creased 85 percent - from
$75,000 to $140,000. Most of that

money will go to pay lor refer-
ees involved in overseeing the
expanded softball, basketball
and volleyball programs.

The largest salary increase
was allocated for the Depart-
ment of Public Works Streets
and Roads. That line item
jumped from $694,325 to
$99Ui64 - a 43 percent raise.

Teople working in the
Rent-levelling Office would
collectively earn $71,533, up
from $55,989.

But Delia Fave's resolution
was also defeated 7-to-2.

When questioned about the
absence of other proposals to
trim the budget. Council presi-
dent E. Norman Wilson said
that the line item amounts
were designed to meet the
needs of the city residents.

Wqterfront
precautions

Hoboken Mayor Patrick Pascul-
li's emphasis on the waterfront was
evident at his inauguration July 1 at
the Erie Laekawanna Plaza.

That emphasis is understand-
able. The proposed development of
city-owned land along Hoboken's
southern waterfront could provide
millions of dollars in revenue.

But there are several precau-
tions that should be heeded:

• Don't get caught in the web of
tax abatements. Pasculli has ex-
pressed his intention to avoid them
for projects along the waterfront.
Since the city's property tax rate is
considerably lower than its neigh-
bor Jersey City, tax breaks shouldn't
be necessary.

• In negotiating details of agree-
ments with the bi-state Port Author-
ity, avoid the kind of restrictions
that could limit the success of the
project. For example, if the PA. is
the developer of a building, it may
be restricted from luring New York
firms to it. Such a restriction might
not apply, city officials have said, if
the PA. built the surrounding in-
frastucture and had a private devel-
oper build the office building itself.

• Keep down the number of cars
the new developments will add to
city traffic, particularly during rush
hours. This was a goal of the general
plan for the city-owned waterfront
acreage. It must not be forgotten.
Cooperation with mass transit de-
veJopment is vital.

• Don't let the revenre from the
P.A. stemming from this project
hide excessive local spending.

The administration insists it
needs the city workers it has added
last year and this year. But the fact
that the number of workers is grow-
ing is at least a warning sign. The
city's taxpayers deserve to see mea-
sures that will increase productivity
in municipal government and the
Hoboken school system and provide
for long-term economizing. While
the city has to provide important
services, genuine concern for the
taxpayer must take precedence over
increasing the number of people on
the public payroll.

If the administration takes these
precautions, it can help achieve a
development that does real good for
the city.

What's wrong

ommend that NWVW. - r r ^
other homeless men the detective
said were involved in the fire -
receive psychological testing and
£aluadon, and enter an alcohol
rehabilitation program. Nieves is
being held in the county jail
without bail, a spokesman said
yesterday.

The three-alarm blaze de-
stroyed three buildings and sent
eight firefighters te the hospital.
Eight structures were damaged,
including three apartment build-
ings on Garden Street.

Eight people from three dit-
ferent families are being put up

Fire rap
may be
reduced
Hoboken cops say
arson not planned

The Hudson Dispatch ^
HOBOKEN-Policemay down

grade the aggravated arson
charge against a man arrested
earlier in connection with the tire
thatleft more than 20: people
homeless and caused millions of
dollars of damage to an entire
block of buildings. ,

Meanwhile, officers arrested
the second of two men with
Nieves at the time he allegedly
get the fire, Detective Charles
Lombardi said.

George Martinez, 37, was ar-
rested and charged with hind-
ering apprehension and pros-
S ? o n after he failed to give
coherent answers during que*
tioning, Lombardi said. Martinez
washing heldinHudson County
Jail hi Jersey City ^ ° u ^ M
spokesman said, and is scheduled
tTbe arraigned in county Centra
Judicial Processing Court in Jer
sey City this morning.

Police found Martinez, who is
homeless, wandering city^streets
yesterday morning and ferougro
Kim in for questioning, L ° m ^
said. Hector Soria, a m a n L j
bardi described as Martnezs
brother, was also in the burning
at the time of the fire, the detec

at the Holiday Inn on
Avenue in North Bergen by the
Hudson County Chapter oi
American Red Cross, spo""**
Joseph Lecowi u said

& £ was released after ques.
tioning on Sunday, but LonAgJJ
said police are once agai
for him for further quizzing

Lecowitch said-

The federal Department of Jus-
tice's failure to release the results
of testing for fire department posi-
tions in Jersey City, Hoboken and 10
other New Jersey municipalities is
perplexing.

The Department of Justice went
to court 16 years ago charging that
the way firefighters in the munici-
palities had been hired discriminat-
ed against African-Americans and
Hispanic-Americans.

Under a court settlement, the
department tried to get the munici-
palities to offer affirmative opportu-
nities for African-Americans and
and Hispanic-Americans to join the
departments. Earlier forms of test-
ing had been scrapped and the de-
partments had been told to publi-
cize their openings more among
members of those minority groups.
In addition, new testing procedures
were put into effect. They used a
pass-fail system for the written test
but ranked the firefighters on the
basis of a set of physical perfor-
mance tests the departments con-
tended were job-related.

Now a state official says the fed-
eral officials are holding up the test
results because in several of the
municipalities minority group mem-
bers didn't do well on two parts of
the test.

If the Justice Department finds
that there were any efforts to dis-
criminate against minorities, either
during the testing or while tests
were being decided upon, by all
means it should act firmly. It's im-
portant to encourage minority group
members to join fire departments
and absolutely wrong to try to dis-
criminate against them.

But one would hope that any par-
ticular end results alone are not
used, by themselves, to invalidate a
test list after the fact.

Fire officials insist the test was
designed to be job-related. Thou-
sands of New Jersey men and wom-
en anticipated the testing for years,
and, in many cases, practiced long
and hard to do well.

This question is going to court
next week. The Department of Jus-
tice should make its findings clear
to the municipalities and the state
government very soon.



School budget cut
restoration upheld
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Teachers get report on contract probe
By EfflUthion

By Janes EfctatMe*

The state Board of Educa-
tion has upheld a previous de-
cision restoring $28 million cut
from the 1988-89 Hoboken
school budget

The judgment, rendered by
the state board last week, came
as a result of the City Council's
appeal of a Nov. 9, 1968, ruling
by the assistant commissioner
of education. In that decision,
the state determined that the
council's $2 8 million cut was
"arbitrary, capricious," and in
violation of state statutes
which prescribe how such cuts
are to be implemented

The council cut the school
budget last year after it was
rejected at the polls by voters.
In retrospect, however, the cut
was termed ambitious by coun-
cil members and school board
trustees who took part in the

, April 1988 budget reduction.
"I think the argument was

over patronage in the school
system and the radical budget
cut was seen on the reformer's
side as cutting back on patron-
age fat," said First Ward Coun-
cilman Thomas Newman. "But
it turned into just getting rid of
people and it had a very nega-
tive connotation. Nobody likes
to be called patronage fat"

"Looking back, I might
have proposed a different set
of cuts," said Trustee Gerard
Costa, a member of the school
board's budget review commit-
tee which recommended the
cut to the council "In princi-
pal, what we tried to do was
reorganize the entire district
and that's something I still
think has to happen."

Last week's ruling affirmed
the assistant commissioner's
determination that the coun-
cil's action was made without
regard to state law or the im-
pact on education.

"Given the district's (Level
III) monitoring status and the
magnitude of the council's re-
duction, the council's total fail-
ure to even consider the educa-
tional impact of the reductions
leaves room for no conclusion
other than that its action was
taken in total disregard of the
impact of its reductions on the
ability of the district to meet
the state's educational stan-
dards and that, in so acting,
failed to meet its statutory obli-
gation," read the decision.

In addition, the state board
rejected a motion by the city
that the assistant commission-
er was biased and that the case
should have been heard by an
administrative law judge.

Hoboken teachers met this
week with a representative of
the New Jersey Education As-
sociation which is investigating
last month's controversial con-
tract vote by a cadre of local
teachers.

Between 30 and 40 mem-
bers of the Hoboken Teachers
Association convened Thurs-
day afternoon for a four-hour
question and answer session
with NJKA field representative
Gerald Lange in his West New
York office The meeting
served as a fact-finding session
for Lange. and as the first op-
portunity for HTA members to
discuss the events of June 29 as
a group.

Mreeisweeper mnineu

On that day, HTA president
James Germinario assembled
what some members have
called a secret meeting of se-
lect members to vote on a new
three-year contract previously
rejected by the membership
June 20 by a 158 to 128 vote It
has been alleged that Germin-
ario informed only pro-con-
tract members of the meeting
in an effort to push the deal
through.

Prior to that meeting, the
Hoboken Board of Education
approved the contract at a spe-
cial meeting that day

Germinario has declined to
comment on the meeting since
the ratification vote. A prior
three-year contract for the 420
teachers, attendance officers,

clerks and drivers expired
June 30

Since then, HTA me«berf
have organized in an attempt to
challenge the ratification vote.
At Thursday s meeting, the
questions ranged from whether
the vote conformed to the
HTA's constitution to the possi-
bility of reviewing minutes of
the ratification meeting.

"Obviously there were peo-
ple there who were very unhap-
py with what happened." said
an HTA member who was not
aware of the ratification vote
until after the fact. "Anything
can be challenged but whether
or not the challenge will be
held up and have any long-term
effect remains to be seen."

Lange. who sat with the
HTA during its negotiations
with the Hoboken Board of
Education, was out of the office
yesterday and unavailable for
comment. He previously said
that the NJEA's power to inter-
vene in the affairs of local asso-
ciations was limited, a senti-
ment that was relayed to
members Thursday.

In addition to gathering
facts on the June 29 mooting.
Lange informed members that
Germinario has asked the
NJEA for legal representation
Speculation by one HTA mem-
ber was that Germinario was
posturing for a legal defense of
the new contract should the
school board rescind its vote

ratifying the deal
School board vice presi-

dent James Karma has recom-
mended in writing to board
business administrator Antho-
ny Curko that the board re-
scind its vote at Tuesday s
meeting and forestall further
action on the contract until the
HTA reaches a consensus on
the pact The board's vote on
the contract was called into
question by Farina and other
trustees because the published
agenda for that meet ing did not
specifically list contractual
agreements.

Lange also agreed to a re-
quest to appear before the
board Tuesday and inform
trustees of the NJEA's actions.

Man Held in Arson Fire

Rent control needs controller
By James Efstathiou _ / - y ^ o ^ " l n e fritz, enforcement of the would not speculate on when a

7 -/ 7vfc\ty"s Rent Control Ordinance replacement for Arroyo will be
- • * - __ j

By James Efstathiou _ ,-,

Tenant advocates in Hobo-
ken are concerned that a re-
placement for former rent con-
trol officer Lourdes Arroyo
may not be named until sum-
mer's end, but say they are not
surprised.

The office, where tenants
routinely wait 12 to 14 months
for a legal rent calculation, has
long been mismanaged, they
charge.

Now, with Arroyo gone to
assume a seat on the City Coun-
cil and a long awaited comput-
er to process rent calculations

n the fritz, enforcement of the
uty's Rent Control Ordinance
is virtually at a standstill.

"I tell them the program
isn't working," said office clerk
Susan Spinella when asked the
response she gives tenants
seeking rent calculations. "1 al-
ways tell them the truth, even if
its not what they want to hear."

City Business Administra-
tor Edwin Chius, who super-
vises the office, said that begin-
ning this week he will spend
one day a week in the office,
calculating rents, if need be.

Chius said he plans to be
there less than a month, but

would not speculate on when a
replacement for Arroyo will be
named.

"When Lourdes was here, it
all coalesced," said Spinella.
"You need the person on site to
make things work."

The office's role in enforc-
ing rent ter.lrol is essential to
both the well b*>inp, of tenants
and landlords alike, say tenant
attorneys Tenants suffer when
they &rs charged illegal rents,
as do 1 ihdlords who conform to
rent laws when others don't.

"if someone is being a law

See RENT CONTROL — Page 5.

Rent control needs controller

24 left homeless
in Hoboken blaz£.

Rubble smolder* ysstsrday afternoon after a suspicious fire broke out earlier In the day along First Street
In Hoboken. -MM LOWNEY THE HUMON DMMTCM

By PETER F. DOWOHUE
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN-A homeless city
streetsweeper was arrested after
allegedly setting a blaze on First
Street yesterday that left at least
24 people homeless, destroyed
three buildings and sent eight
firefighters to the hospital,
authorities said.

The three-alarm blaze left
much of First Street between
Park and Garden streets looking
like a war zone. Shattered glass
and burned debris lined the side-
walk in front of gutted and
charred buildings. Eight struc-
tures were damaged, including
three apartment buildings on
Garden Street, according to
Deputy Fire Chief Pasquale
Sarnella.

About 50 firefighters battled
the blaze, including the president
of the local firefighters union who

narrowly escaped death when
cornice came crashing down,
authorities said. A canopy broke
much of the force of the blow, and
Firefighter Andrew Markey was
treated for tongue cuts and
chipped teeth at St. Mary Hospi-
tal here, authorities said. An eye-
witness said, "That canopy saved
his life.

Angel Nieves, 46, was arrested
one block from the scene early
yesterday morning, a police re
port said. Charged with ag-
gravated arson, Nieves, who
sometimes goes by the nickname
"Cheeto," was being held last
night at Hudson County Jail in
Jersey City. No bail has been set,
jail authorities said.

Nieves lighted some gasoline-
soaked newspapers in an aban-
doned office on First Street some-
time before 1 a.m., according to a

Please see FIRE Page 6

Continued from Page 1
abiding landlord and charges
the proper rents and files the
proper papers, the least they
could expect from their city is
enforcement of the rules
against the dishonest landlords
who try to cheat and profiteer,"
said attorney Ray Korona.

"The law is only as good as
the backup the city gives to it."

That backup has been lack-
ing, said Korona, who receives
numerous complaints from cli-
ents who seemingly wait forev-
er for rent calculations.

Two years ago, the Hobo-
ken rent office got a computer
of its own to facilitate calculat-
ing legal rents, as well as tax
surcharges that landlords may
pass along to tenants. A legal
calculation is the first step for
tenants who feel they are being
overcharged.

Once the calculation has
been made and upheld by the
Hoboken Rent Leveling and
Stabilization Board, tenants
stand a good chance of a roll-
back or refund if an overcharge
is discovered.

"When a legal rent calcula-
tion goes to court, they're often
cut and dried cases," said
Korona.

Last week, Hudson County
Superior Court Judge Dorothea
O'C. Welfing upheld a ruling by
the rent board that determined
that two women living on
Bloomfield Street had been
overcharged $11,145 over a
five-year period.

But the office's computer
lacked a program to make the
calculations until May. At that
point, with the help of a pair of
part-timers from Stevens Insti-
tute of Technology, the office
began churning out calcula-
tions at a rate of about a dozen
a week.

Their success, however,
was short lived.

About two weeks later, a
flaw in the program surfaced,
calling the integrity of the cal-
culations into question. Infor-
mation on approximately 100
rent applications has been
locked in the machine ever
since. Shortly thereafter, the
Stevens part-timers left.

FIRE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

police report. One of Nieves'
nephews, Hector Soria of 13th
Street, who was in the building,
told police his uncle said he want-
ed to die before striking the
match.

Police were questioning Soria
again yesterday afternoon, re-
portedly because his uncle had
accused him of setting the fire.

Soria's brother George, also of
13th Street, also was in the build-
ing at the time of the fire, the
police report said.

Police initially questioned Hec-
tor Soria about the incident.

"I'm shocked," said Lorena
Brett, whose Garden Street home
was heavily damaged by fire and
water. "We're homeless.
Everything's ruined."

Brett was one of 24 people
being sheltered at two area facili-
ties by the Hudson County
Chapter of American Red Cross,
agency Executive Director

Joseph Lecowitch said.
Two families were staying at

the Holiday Inn in North Bergen,
he said. A third was being housed
at the Quality Inn in Jersey City.
Other victims were reportedly
staying with friends and rela-
tives, he said.

"We could be sheltering some
more people by the end of the
day," Lecowitch said. "We under-
stand that some people were
away."

The Red Cross will pay the
bills, he said.

Once set, the fire spread rapid-
ly, Deputy Chief Edward
Scharneck said. Several of the
buildings were being renovated
and were full of debris. Holes in
the walls allowed the fire to move
unencumbered. Most of the struc-
tures had brick fronts but wooden
interiors, he added.

"It was a very fast-moving fire,
very difficult to fight, he said.

Firefighters, who first arrived
at 1:07 a.m., were slowed by
metal gratings fronting first-floor
businesses in several buildings,
he said.

"What keeps the burglars out
also keeps the firefighters out,
Sarnella said. "It's a real prob-
lem."

City firefighters, aided by
Union City Engine Co. 21,
battled the blaze for about five
hours, authorities said.

From 208 First St., the fire's
point of origin, it headed west,
consuming part of the Whitwind
coat factory, which occupies
210-218 First St. To the east of
208 First St., a two-suory, unoc-
cupied building was gutted, as
was the Cophresi Travel Bureau
Inc. building at First and Garden
streets. Apartments above the
travel agency, most of them un-
inhabited, sustained heavy fire
and water damage.

Two local engine companies
and 13 firefighters were still on
the scene yesterday afternoon,
dousing smoldering piles of
debris. Scharneck said fire-
fighters would be at the blaze
scene throughout the night.

A policeman was assigned to
patrol the block to protect the fire

victims' belongings from looters,
Scharneck said.

Residents were salvaging some
of their belongings yesterday
afternoon under a steady drizzle.

"We lost everything ... there's
nothing else to say," said a de-
spondent Maria Percontino,
whose apartment at 104 Garden
St. sustained heavy water and
smoke damage. Percontino, who
lives with her 67-year-old
mother, said they would be stay-
ing with relatives last night.

Percontino, as did several other
residents of the area, said she was
aroused by the commotion
outside shortly after 1 a.m.

"It's frightening to get up in
the morning and find out a fire
wiped out the entire block," said
one area merchant who wished to
remain anonymous.

The merchant said a fire broke
out at the same location — 208
First St. — one or two months ago.
The fire was contained, he said.
His statement could not be con-
firmed yesterday.

Hartz/Steven<f*
at odds with
city's planner

$250,000 fine

Hoboken aide admits kickback

Prosecutor««%. 7/aV,
Hoboken arso

The
NEWARK-The former chief

plumber for the Hoboken Board of
Education admitted in federal court
here yesterday to rigging an emergency
repairs contract to favor a Jersey City
company in exchange for $1,500.

Anthony Carmen Rotundi, 46,

pleaded guilty to federal corruption
charges for taking a kickback from
Ram Excavation in 1986 before U.S.
District Judge Nicholas H. Politan yes-
'terday. The plea was made as part of an
agreement with the U.S. Attorney's
Onice in which two other charges

Richard Lavinthol, spokesman for U.S.
Attorney Samuel A. Alito Jr.

Rotundi faces a maximum sentence of
flve years in prison and fines totaling
$250,000 when he is sentenced by Poli-
tan Sept. 7, Lavinthol said. Rotundi
w a s released until the sentencing on

Hudson County Prosecutor
Paul DePascale may down-
grade criminal charges against
a homeless Hoboken man
charged with torching a build-
ing in a botched suicide

KICKBACK
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

$10,000 personal recognizance
bond, set at his arraignment
April 7.

Rotundi could have faced a
maximum prison term of 25 years
and $15,000 in fines for the two
charges that are expected to be
dropped when he is sentenced,
Lavinthol said.

The Clinton Street resident
earned $26,534 a year for routine
plumbing jobs in the city's eight
schools, such as repairing toilets
and water fountains.

In pleading guilty to the cor-
ruption charges, Rotundi ad-
mitted to recommending Ram for
repairs to a water main break
outside Hoboken High School in
exchange for the payoff. In a
three-count indictment brought
against him in May, federal pros-
ecutors charged that Rotundi de-
manded the monev from Ram,
accepted it and later tried to ob-

S e l "Cheeto" Nieves. 39.
a street sweeper employed by
Hobokens Public Works De-
partment, was charged Monday
with aggravated arson for the
Sunday blaze which started at
208 First St. and spread quickly
to buildings on both sides. A
garment factory on First Street
was destroyed, as were three
apartment buildings on nearby
Garden Street.

DePascale said Nieves is

undergoing psychiatric evalua-
tion this week and has there-
fore not yet been formally ar-
raigned in Central Judicial
Processing Court. But it is pos-
sible, the prosecutor said, that
the charges against him will oe
downgraded to simple arson
rather than the far more seri-
ous aggravated arson count, de-
pending on his mental condi-

DePascale said he is await-
ing arson reports from Hobo-
ken and county fire investiga-
tors and is also awaiting the
report on Nieves' mental state_

Police say Nieves doused
the building with gasoline and
then ignited it.

struct justice by trying to in-
fluence a witness to be about the
$1,500 payment.

The corruption, according to
the indictment, took place Jan.
18 1986, and in March 1986.
After demanding the payment,
Rotundi told the school board
that Ram was the only company
available to do the work.

Because the repairs were
needed on an emergency basis,
the contract did not require board
approval. But some board mem-
bers later questioned the $11,000
contract, saying it was higher
than it should have been.

According to the indictment,
Rotundi later told a witness,
Clarence Robertson, to omit in-
formation about the contract if he
was called to testify.

Last July, federal prosecutors
launched an investigation into
the deal and subpenaed board

• connected to the work.

Testing lists order won't affect
Jersey City, Hoboketf tfrTstaffs

A federal order requiring
seven New Jersey cities to hire
firefighters from a testing list
that may be discriminatory
does not affect Jersey City and
Hoboken, where firefighting
staffs are believed adequate.

Last March, more than
3.000 people participated in ex-
tensive physical exams for the
Jersey City department. About
100 people tested for the Hobo-
ken Department, officials said.

The names and scores of all
those tested were put on a hir-
ing list the departments were
to draw upon when there were

openings.
But thoSe tests and others

given in five other cities dis-
criminate against blacks, says
the U.S. Justice Department,
which barred the fire depart-
ments from using those lists.

On Tuesday, a federal
judge in Newark ordered the
Justice Department to stop pro-
hibiting use of the lists, saying
that public safety was being
jeopardized.

"Life cannot be replaced,
said U.S. District Judge Nicho-
las H. Politan.

His order also applied to

Newark, Trenton. Atlantic City,
Passaic and New Brunswick.

"At this point, it doesn't
affect me at all because we're
adequately manned." said
John McLaughlin, Jersey City
fire director. "With our new
reorganization I think we'll
have enough people."

The Hoboken firefighting
force is at maximum strength,
said Deputy Chief Bill Bergin.

"We have no immediate
need," he said. "But I feel sorry
for all those people who took
the time to prepare for the test
and take it."

By Emily M. Smith

Hoboken's waterfront
should be commercially devel-
oped but any concentration of
construction should be kept to
the southern and northern sec-
tions while the middle should
be geared toward low-rise
buildings with lots of open
space, said an urban planner
hired by the city to create a
waterfront master plan.

Frank R. Lewinberg. of the
urban design firm Berndge,
Lewinberg and Greenberg,
Manhattan, unveiled his pre-
liminary ideas for building on
the waterfront last night during
a city Planning Board hearing
on a proposal by Hartz Moun-
tain Industries and Stevens In-
stitute of Technology to build
an office complex at the foot of
Castle Point.

The high-rise project falls
in the middle of the waterfront
and. therefore, docs not fit in
with his master plan, Lewin-
berg said.

The 600,000-square-foot
project proposes two office
buildings — one 10 stories, the
other 13 — connected by a lob-
by. The towers would be built
on an existing platform that
would be expanded by almost
120,000 square feet to support
them.

Hartz is seeking a variance
was the zoning law that limis
height to two stories or 35 feet
in the area..

A second variance is being
sought from parking regula-
tions. The project calls for a
1,250-space garage north of the
towers — 227 spaces fewer than
the city requires of a project
the size of Hartz proposal.

Stevens has leased the
property to Hartz for 95 years.
College officials have said they
hope the complex will draw
high-tech firms which would
benefit from being close to the
college.

But Lewinberg said Castle
Point's value lies in its history
and its potential environmen-
tal beauty. That value would be
eroded by the Hartz proposal,
he said.

"The campus is a real dif-
ferent kind of place." he said.
"Its quite a wonderful green
lung that exists within the city.

"Any development should
enhance it as a natural re-
source. " he said. "The Stevens/
Hartz proposal represents a
major negative impact on Cas-
tle Point and is significantly
detrimental to the public en-
joyment of residents."

Although the area has been

neglected, "it can be made into
something much more splen-
did." Lewinberg said.

He said that the Castle
Point area is an important link
between the open spaces on
the waterfront and his propos-
al for concentrating building at
the southern and northern tip
of the city.

Richard Bartholomew, who
designed the complex for
Hartz. countered that the low-
rise development Lewinberg
recommends is "unrealistic
economically."

He said the property is the
least accessible piece of the
waterfront and that open
spaces should be reserved for
land that is the most accessible
to the public.

Bartholomew said that the
public access to the area at the
base of Castle Point would be
enhanced by a public walkway
constructed around the towers.

The hearing on the project
is scheduled to continue on
Sept. 5 with testimony about
reports on the project's effect
on sediment and air quality



Joumul «*K*j by tarry CutchaH

Burned-out h«Mcs of buildings, a dumpster loaded with debris, and a roped-off
street, stand mute witness to Sunday s bloie.

Hobokeii firefighters
get heat over arson
By James Efstathiou

City officials, residents and even
some firefighters want to know how a
weekend arson fire in a vacant Hobo-
ken storefront eventually spread to
live other buildings, leaving at least
six families homeless and causing un-
told property damage.

While there were no fatalities in
Sunday's fire, the furor over the de-
partment's tactics in handli' ' the
blaze has stirred memories o! em-
barrassing time in Hoboken's I .story
when from 1978 to 1983, 75 people
died in suspicious fires.

In those years, Mayor Steve Cap-
piello was harshly criticized for his
alleged failure to aggressively inves-
tigate the fires, many of which oc-
curred in buildings bound for condo-
minium conversion.

Today, however, ihe focus is not
on the investigation, which official.6
believe is an open-and-shut case, bu
on the strategy used to fight the fiu

"Usually, all major fires or unusu-
al fires are critiqued," said Fire Chief
James Houn. "However, this was a
little more than unusual and we will
sit down and go over the facts."

Houn was referring to the area
covered by the fire, which began at a
storefront at 208 First St., in the mid-
dle of the block, and spread to build-
ings in both directions, and the fact
that it is believed to have been an
arson fire. South of its origin, the fire
damaged a garment factory at First

Street and Park Avenue, while to the
north, it reached three apartment
buildings around the corner on Gar-
den Street.

Tomorrow, Houn said he and Dep-
uty Chief Pasquale Sarnella, who was
in command at the fire, will review
events surrounding the incident.
While Houn was aware of rumors that
the fire was handled poorly, the chief
declined to speculate on any wrong-
doing until he and Sarnella review
reports.

Mayor Patrick Pasculli, called
back to the city from his summer
home at the Jersey Shore, also wanted
time to review the facts before specu-
lating on the possibility of
wrongdoing.

"There is a need to review the
entire fire,' said Pasculli, adding he
discussed the handling of the blaze
briefly at the scene with First Ward
Councilman Thomas Newman.

Newman, who arrived at the
scene shortly after the first call came
in at 1:06 a.m., was more forthcoming
with his assessment of firefighting
techniques. "I have questions about
how it was handled." said Newman,
adding he planned to raise those
questions at a special City Council
meeting last night. "My main ques-
tions concern the spread of the fire
from the corner property to three
buildings on Garden Street."

Specifically, Newman wants to

See CRITICS FAULT - Page 6

Critics fault strategy
n u u . .nu . they did onloc

Ce*time4 freai Page 1
know why a ladder truck at the
scene in the early stages of the
fire was not used until the fire
had already spread to the first
apartment building on Garden

• 1 had a big sense 'hat they
just weren't getting water on
the fire," said Newman i t was
apparent to everybody on the
street that the top floor of the
corner building was bursting
into llames and threatening the
building next store, and ftill
that truck was not put n to
action '

Besides firefighters ap-
parent reluctance to throw wa-
ter on the blaze, equipment
failure may have also hindered
efforts to put out the lire. In
one instance, firefighters were
unable to use powersaws to cut

onThe record as they described
C sxene as chaos" and the
effort/ of the department as

fire. Angel
46. a city

ato questioned a de-
nJ S to enter the building
where the fire originated, nor
The one adjacent to it until
a f t e r the fire had already
spread to other buildings

They really looked like
l n e y didn't know what they
were doing." said one resident

• I t s noi for me to know
h.>« haDDened behind the

* Lilding P S Kenneth Sand-
^ t ' S o was burnout oi his
condominium at 106 Garden^

"But '* d i d n t 1O° g

thought they could have con-
to one account

defends
city's firefighters
% - M _,„, ,„ „ ,,aront storefront j

By James

credit, the 50 fire-
..„-.. the scene were
faced with an extremely smoky
fire apparently started when a
homeless man doused the floor
of 208 First Street with gaso-
line and ignited it in a suicide
attempt. The buildings along
the block were of varying
heights and extended into a
closed back yard which com-
pounded the difficulty for
firefighters.

Louis Arroyo Sr, who along
with his son. daughter and her
six-month baby, were burned
out of 102 Garden Street, said
he felt firefighters did every-
thing they could to extinguish
the blaze.

Arroyo and his family were
put up in hotels the past two
nights by the Red Cross as Ho-
boken Hispanic Affairs Coordi-
nator George Guzman attempt-
ed to find them a home in the
city's public housing projects.

Arroyo was one of two ten-
ants in 102 Garden Street, a
building its owner was prepar-
ing to renovate into low-income
housing.

"I'm in the process of get-
ting permits to fix up the build-
ing, " said Helen Macri, the for-
mer City Council president.
She said she planned to apply
for Community Development
Agency funding for the renova-
tion, but the fire has left those
plans up in the air.

The man police have charg-

street sweeper, was. unharmed
He was arrested on informa-
tion provided by his nephew.
Hector Soria.

A third man at the scene
prior to the fire. 38-year-old
Jorge Alberto Martinez, was. ar-
rested yesterday and charged
with defiant trespassing and
hindering an investigation. He
was not involved in starting the
fire, police said, but was de-
scribed as one of Nieves'
"drinking buddies'

Detectives rejected specu-
lation that Nieves actions
might cover a largt conspiracy
to torch the buildings

The city has seen a spate of
suspicious fires tied to the ac-
tions of vagrants in recent
months. Friday night, a fire in a
vacant building at 610 Monroe
Street spread into an occupied
Apartment.

Dr» Fely Purisima. who
owns the vacant storefront
where the fire started, said she
was aware of vagrants using the
building and had it boarded
up. However, her precautions
apparently failed to deter the
men desperate for shelter.

Firefighter Andrew Mar-
key, who responded to the fire
while off-duty, was readmitted
to St. Mary Hospital yesterday
after he experienced numb-
ness in his arm and hand. Mar-
key, head of the local fire-
fighter's union, was struck by a
portion of a roof that fell as he
exited one of the Garden Street
buildings.

i came

terday with Mre vmv.
Houn, Deputy Chief Pasquale
Sarnella, who was in command
at the fire scene, and members
of the City Council's Public
Safety Committee.

His conclusion was that not
only did firefighters deal effec-
tively with the fire but that they
should be commended for their
work.

"I'm satisfied with the ex-
planation given by profession-
als," said Pasculli, who was ini-
tially concerned with the
spread of,the fire to several
adjacent buildings.

"The fire department in my
opinion did an exemplary job
in fighting that fire and con-
taining it at the point they did."

The fire started early Sun-

street sweeper, was <»..
shortly after the blaze started
and charged with aggravated
arson.

Hudson County Prosecutor
Paul DePascale is considering
downgrading the charge to ar-
son as Nieves undergoes a psy-
chiatric evaluation.

Because the fire spread
both north and south from its
point of origin to several adja-
cent buildings, residents and
city officials questioned the
strategy used to contain the
blaze.

There were no fatalities
but six families were left home-
less and eight firefighters were
injured.

First Ward Councilman
,,,hn nublicly

Pasculli defends *tj*£*2%
. . , , _ _ p a « i rapidly, producing a h,Rh level d i d a n d w h e n wedi<
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Homeless man charged
in arson in Hoboken

. . . „ i _„ c» hr

given at yesterday s oneim*
but was frustrated by the ex-
tent of damage

"I'm convinced that it was
more complicated than met the
eye on the street," said New-
man. "1 just feel a little frus-
trated because I wish they had
contained it better."

Newman was referring to
what appeared to some to be a
lack of concern by firefighters

" *->--« miahf snread to a

what we did and when we did it
made sense and Newman ac-
cented that and it had to be
accepted because that's the
way it is."

Continued from Page 1
less, police said. "Apparently
they were using it for sleeping
or hanging out," said Detective
Sgt. Vince Lombard!. "They
could have just been in there
for the night or whatever."
Lombardi said police were un-
certain about how the men got
inside the building.

Hoboken fire officials
would disclose only sketchy de-
tails about the blaze, saying it
was still under investigation.
Deputy Fire Chief Edward
Scharneck said the fire was un-
der control sometime after 4
a.m , but official reports were
still being prepared and not
available for inspection.

According to Scharneck,
Firefighter Andrew Markey
suffered minor head injuries
and several chipped teeth
when a portion of the cornice of

104 Garden St. broke off,
smashed against an awning be-
low and struck him as he
walked out of the building.
Scharneck said Markey was
wearing his helmet.

Also injured were fire-
fighters Nick Transilita, smoke
inhalation; Raymond Rivera,
lacerated finger; Antonio Ro-
driguez, fractured left wrist;
Kevin Toomey, smoke inhala-
tion; Antonio Cruz, burned
hands; Philip Picinich, injured
left knee; and Dennis Rhodes,
smoke inhalation.

Sharneck said fire compa-
nies from Jersey City assisted
at the scene, while a Weehaw-
ken fire company covered the
north end of the city.

Emergency crews from
Weehawken and the Jersey
City Medical Center responded
to the scene.

C l i v i w " • " - / -

Continued from Page 1 rapidly, producing a high level Houn. "The explanation of
fight the fire, said he, too, was of heat and smoke before fire- what we did and when we did it
satisfied with the explanation fighters arrived. The buildings made sense and Newman ac-
given at yesterday's briefing adjacent to 208 First St. varied " ---• •' »»«H in, he
• - ...„„ r-n^tratfid bv the ex- in height from one to three sto-

ries making it difficult to move
from roof to roof.

In addition, a wood shack
in the rear yard extending
some 100 feet from the street
proved difficult to reach and
facilitated the fire's spread to
Garden Street.

what appearea io IKJIH^ «. ~- _ Also, although the build-
lack of concern by firefighters ings involved had brick fronts,
that the blaze might spread to a they were constructed of wood
building at the corner of First frames which generate intense
and Garden streets. The fire smoke when ignited,
eventually spread through that "Fires are fickle things,"
building and up Garden Street said Houn. "You make your
to three tenements. plans, you lay them out, and

But while firefighters did you hope that what you've done
not pour water onto the corner is right."
building until the fire had al- "1 feel like I have to accept
ready moved up Garden Street, their explanation because it
they were all along working in- makes some logical sense,"
side the building to check the said Newman. "It doesn't make
lateral spread of the blaze, ac- me feel 100 percent comfort-
cording to Sarnella. able, but they did have a logical

In addition, a number of explanation of what they did
factors made the fire a difficult . . . and as an amateur, it's hard
one to fight, according to to second guess them."
officials. Houn concurred.

The use of gasoline "The fire couldn't have
prompted the fire to spread been fought any better," said

I

Homeless man charged in arson
By Dominick Calicchio

Police say a homeless man
bent on killing himself set fire
to a vacant Hoboken building
early yesterday, touching off a
general-alarm blaze that de-
stroyed six buildings, damaged
two others and left 24 people
homeless.

Eight firefighters were in-
jured and 11 families were put
into the street in the early-
morninR fire. Two businesses
also were wiped out, but Angel
"Cheeto" Nieves, 46, the appar-
ently despondent man charged
by police with starting the
blaze, was unharmed. He and
two nephews ran out of the
building shortly after the fire
started, police said.

Police arrested Nieves and
charged him with aggravated
arson on information supplied
by his nephew. Hector Soria,
34, who. they said, was with
Nieves inside 208 First St., a
former doctor's office, where
the fire began at about 1 a.m.

Nieves, employed by the
city as a street sweeper, was
being held in Hudson County
Jail without bail. He is sched-
uled to be arraigned today in
Hudson County Central Judi-
cial Processing Court.

The fire destroyed 208
First St.; 210 First St., three
connected buildings that house
Whirlwind Corp., a clothing
manufacturer; 102 Garden St.,
site of the Cophresi Travel
Agency, topped by two apart-

ments; and 104 Garden St., an
apartment building. Buildings
at 106 and 108 Garden St. were
also damaged.

Many of the 24 people left
homeless by the fire spent yes-
terday sifting through the re-
mains of their homes, hoping
the flames had missed some of
their possessions.

Eight adults were shel-
tered by the Hudson County
Red Cross, said Joe Lecowitch
of the Red Cross. The other
tenants took refuge with
friends or family, he said.

But still others, away on
vacation, were expected to re-
turn yesterday or today,
Lecowitch said, so the number
sheltered by Red Cross may
increase.

Anyone needing help from
the Red Cross should call 433-
3100. That number was left with
the Hoboken police to give to
returning tenants, Lecowitch
said.

He said the fire depart-
ment is expected to make a
determination today as to the
condition of 108 Garden St. De-
pending on the amount of dam-
age, the building's three fam-
ilies may be allowed to return.

According to police. Soria
said Nieves told his nephews
he wanted to die, then took out
a rum bottle containing gaso-
line, poured it on papers scat-
tered on the floor and lit them.

All three men were home-
See HOMELESS — Page 5

Fighting the
wrong battle

There's one particularly absurd
aspect of the ongoing zoning board
battle between Hartz Mountain In-
dustries and the city of Hoboken
over a waterfront project Hartz and
Stevens Institute of Technology are
planning.

It concerns parking. Too much
auto traffic, particularly during
peak commuting hours, adversely
affects both Hoboken's air quality
and its quality of life. One of the
most effective ways to encourage
commuting by mass transit is to hold
down the number of parking spaces.

In the Hoboken case, though,
Hartz is actually fighting a city regu-
lation that would require 227 more
parking spaces for the office project
Hartz has proposed.

Some transportation planners
say that rather than link number of
spaces to the square foot of office
development, it might be better to
set an absolute limit on the number
of parking spaces in a development.
That would either limit the scale of
development or require a creative
commitment by developers to link-
ing their projects more effectively to
mass transit.

That's an approach that makes a
lot more sense than requiring new
office buildings to add more and
more parking spaces, which tend to
give incentives for commuters to
drive their cars to and from work
precisely at those times of day when
auto traffic is at its most congested
and polluting.

firefighter Ken Metcolfe stands atop a root yesterday, hosing down the smoldering ruins of 208 First St., Hobokw.



!i°!?°k?fl».ed b o a r d rescinds contract approval Hobofcen ed board rescinds
teachers contract approvalBefore a packed house of

Hoboken Teachers Association
members, the city school board
last night rtM. mded its June 29
ratification ft'a three-year con-
tract for clerks, atten-
dance oi i iid drivers.

Earlier in the day, 14 mem-
bers of the 20 member HTA ex-
ecutive committee met and
also voted to rescind ratifica-
tion, citing irregularities in the
notification procedure for as-
sociation members.

The decisions by the Board
of Education and HTA came m

sponse to allegations that
each group acted improperly in
approving the contract t h e
prior contract with the 420-
member association expired
June 30

Nearly lost in the attention
focused on the contract issue
was the school board s appoint-
ment of Raul Morales to fill the
seat left vacant by Richard En
gland, who left the board last
month to join the City Council

The appointment of Mo-
rales, a former board trustee
who carried the recommenda-
tion of Mayor Patrick Pasculli,
was unammoi .

But action on the contract
was clearly the meeting's high-
light The reversal on the con-
tract could mean that teachers
will return to school in Septem-
ber without a contract.

In addition, the move by
the HTA may foreshadow an
internal power struggle. That a
majority of the 20-member
HTA executive committee
agreed to reverse approval of
the contract recommended by
HTA president James Germin-
ario hints at a potential split in
HTA leadership, observers
noted

What may have been an at-

tempt to derail the executive
committee vote was noted by
Louise Cutill^Boscia. an HTA
vice president, who said that
the front door lock at the HTA &
office on Park Avenue had
been changed.

But whoever changed the
lock apparently forgot about a
rear door and the meeting went
on as scheduled.

"The executive committee
voted to rescind the ratifica-
tion in order to look into possi-
ble irregularities in the notifi-
cation of the membership,"
said Cutillo Boscia

"We had a majority of the

executive committee He <Ger
minano) is not absolute "

Germinario, whom some
observers suspect of calling a
secret meeting of some -to HTA
members nine days alter the
full membership rejected the
pact in order to push the con-
tract through, decimed to
comment

Cutillo-Boscia said the
HTA negotiating committee
will meet Tuesday t0 decide
whether or not to present the
contract to the full member-
ship fo. a vote, a procedure

See HOBOKEN

Hoboken harm cited

Pasculli critical of monorail plan
•V DAVID REILLV
The Hudson Dispatch 7 —£ £ Xg J

HOBOKEN-State plans to reduce Hudson
County's traffic woes with a monorail system
along the waterfront here have been met with
opposition by the mayor, who said such a
system would harm his city.

The proposed monorail was heralded as a
key part of Gov. Thomas H. Kean's $2.5
billion mass-transportation project unveiled
last month. The plan aims to reduce traffic
congestion and make areas of the county
more accessible by linking the Meadowlands
to the waterfront with a monorail, and ex-

panding roads and other rail lines in the
region.

But in a letter to the Governor's Office,
Mayor Patrick Pasculli said the monorail
would wreak havoc with plans to develop the
city's lucrative waterfront. The system would
be unsightly, hinder access to the area and
deprive the community of a precious re
source, he said.

"I feel very strongly that a monorail is not
an appropriate transportation mode for our
waterfront," Pasculli wrote. "Its size and
structure would become a barrier between
our established community and the water-
front."

The citv is negotiating to develop the arer

with the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey, and stands to gain millions of
dollars from a deal. The city and the
authority agreed in May to negotiate the
development plan.

The waterfront's "sensible development
will not only enhance the quality of life for
our residents, but will also provide much
needed revenues to stabilize our fiscal situ
ation," Pascull] wrote. "The narrow strip of
land available for development on our water
front is a very limited and precious resource
which should not be used to solve all of our
regional problems."

Sease se7 HOBOKEN Page 24
PATRICK PASCULLI
Opposes waterfront project.

(•nunued tnm
bypassed by Germinario last
month

If the negotiating commit-
tee moves for a vote, the con-
tract could come before the as-
soviation in September. If not,
the HTA must go back to the
bargaining table with the
school board.

But it was discussion of the
board s role in the contract
saga lat generated the most
hea 1 debate last night, spe-
cifi jly when trustee Gerard
Cos»,a offered his interpreta-
tion of the school board's ac-
tion.

Prior to Germinario's meet-
ing, five trustees convened at a
special board meeting to dis-
cuss a Level 3 monitoring re-
treat, but ended up ratifying
the contract, previously reject
ed by the HTA, by a 4 to 1 vote

That move prompted a
charge by Costa that the board
had violated the Open Public
Meetings Act because its pub-
lished agenda did not list con-
tractual agreements The pub-
lished agenda for last night's
meeting specified 'Associa-
tions contractual agreements"
as an item of discussion.

In addition. Costa charged
that a majority of the nine-
member board was required to
approve the contract and that

England. *u>> in^utiaied the
deal for the board, acted in a
compromising position t
cause his wile is, a teacher

But it was Costa s insinuj
lion of the possibility of collu
sion between certain board
members, the administration
of Mayor Patrick Pasculli anM
Germinario that drew an aim* '•*
response from several boat /^
members. 1*

"I'm warning you that if you
continue in this vein, you bet-
ter be able to prove your ajje-
gations of collusion and cot*.
{.piracy." said board Prestdw

'Mario Mercado * ,
v "I will stand before a g
jury and say that no (me >
about this agreement bein, .(.
together"

Mercado said he was sur-
prised when England intro-
duced the contract at the June
29 meeting and assumed that.
as far as he knew, it had been
offered to the board by the
HTAs duly recognized repre-
sentative. Germinario c jtfavt

Trustee Michael Rossano. Twrth six
speaking directly to the HTA
members in attendance, said
the board acted in good-faith
and accused Costa of grand-
standing on the issue.

"We acted in good faith and
we acted in accordance with
the law," said Kos>ano. "1 real-

Creditor
By Jo-Ann Moriarty

The Manhattan investment
firm that holds the mortgage on
Anthony Dell' Aquila's ship-
yards property is asking for a
public auction date to sell the
45 acres of Hoboken waterfront
land.

Dell' Aquila is talking to
large real estate development
firms in an effort to stave off
foreclosure proceedings and
an eventual public auction be-
ing pursued by Mabon & Nu-
gent, which holds the mortgage
to the land.

Meanwhile, West Bank

pushes auction of Dell' Aquila land
Construction, which' wants to
build a highrise apartment
building across from Dell"
Aquila's waterfront empire at
the northern end of the city, is
negotiating a partnership deal
with a Japanese firm to keep
control of its development
plans.

Concerning Dell' Aquila's
Bethlehem Steel Shipyards
property, Kathy Corton, a vice
president at Mabon & Nugent
investment company, said that
the New York firm has asked
the Hudson County Sheriffs of-
fice to set an auction date.

Ironically, Dell' Aquila ac-

quired the land in 1985 when
he paid $16.85 million for the
property in a South Carolina
bankruptcy court.

Mabon & Nugent's original
mortgage loan was for $15,250,-
000 but Dell' Aquila stopped
paying interest on the loan in
April, 1988 and now owes the
New York firm about $19 mil-
lion, Corton said.

She said that Mabon & Nu-
gent "is very serious" about
getting its money from Dell'
Aquila.

"Our goal is to get our mon-
ey that is owed to us," Corton
said. She declined comment on

whether the New York firm is
interested in developing the
property which is considered a
prime piece of real estate. The
45 acres stretch from the Max-
well House Coffee plant along
the Hudson River at the north-
ern end of the city. The site is
located across the river from
New York City's Empire State
Building.

Gene Heller, president of
Hartz Mountain Industries,
confirmed last month that his
company was looking into Dell*
Aquila's waterfront property
but would not elaborate on the
firm's degree of interest in do-

ing a project with Dell' Aquila.
Dell' Aquila outbid Hartz

Mountain Industries and other
competitors for the Hoboken
Shipyard property in a South
Carolina bankruptcy court in
1985.

David Walentas, spokes-
man for in the Manattan based
Two Trees development firm
who also bid on the shipyards
property, confirmed iast week
that he had been talking to
Dell' Aquila about a possible
development agreement.

Two Trees developed Ful-

See DELL' AQUILA — Page 28

Dell' Aquila land
may be auctioned
Continued from Page 1
ton's Landing in Brooklyn, a
huge waterfront project of ren-
ovated offices that is consid-
ered highly successful in the
real estate industry.

However, Walentas said
that his firm was not interested
in the site because "we can't
deal with Anthony" because
the garment manufacturer
"changes his mind."

Dell' Aquila owns about 90
acres on the waterfront and has
ambitious plans to build a $1
billion development on his
property. But Dell' Aquila.
whose fortune was made from
his garment manufacturing
business, is embroiled in two
messy lawsuits with former de-
velopment partners.

Dell' Aquila and ex-part-
ners Murray Connell. a Hobo-
ken developer, and Fort Lee
developer Harry Grant have
lawsuits and counter-suits
pending against each other.
Connell first sued Dell' Aquila
for reneging on their plans to
build a waterfront project after
Dell' Aquila announced last
summer he planned to build a
development with Grant

Shortly after the summer.
Grant sued Dell" Aquila for
what he saw was a breach in
their development plans. Dell'
Aquila subsequently filed a
countersuit against Grant.

Meanwhile. Daniel Gans. of
West Bank Construction, said
in an interview before the
weekend that he and his part-
ner, George Vallone are negoti-
ating with a Japanese firm a
partnership to build two huge
projects.

He said that he is hoping

the firm, which he will not
identify, will become partners
in building a 22-story, twin-tow
ered condominium project
planned at 1600 Park Ave., lo-
cated across the street from
Dell' Aquila's property.

West Bank is also interest
ed in having the Japanese firm
join as a partner to develop
Court Street Plaza, a $70 mil
lion complex of offices, retail
space and 288 condo units on
Washington Street at the site ot
the old ShopRito supermarket

Integrated Resources, a $4
billion real estate develop-
ment company, has financed
$9 !i million in the Court Street
Pla/.a project, Gans said. But
since that Manhattan-based
firm is in the process of reorga-
nization because of recent fi-
nancial troubles, Gans said
that it may not be perceived by
the banks as a strong equity
partner.

West Bank will need a $54
million construction loan to
build Court Street Plaza, a pro-
ject that is already two years
behind schedule.

He said it was possible that
the Japanese corporation
"would take over lntegrated's
role "

School asbestos called emergency
» . , . . , _ ...v,,,,. J " <T ,imt7Sei"n*/coSS?8ervcto further board action on the u.sbestos,s) and other.By James Efstathiou

Asbestos accidentally re-
leased in the Hoboken High
School one month ago could be
cleaned up in time for the
opening of school Sept. 6.
thanks to the intervention of
the Hudson County Office of
Emergency Management.

Scrambling to recovering
from a mishap in which a con-
tractor improperly removed
ceiling tiles containing the can-
cer causing material, the
Board of Education last night
declared an emergency situa-
tion in the building based on a
the findings of Peter Cohen,
coordinator for the county
OEM. Cohen was called in to
inspect the high school yester-
day by school board Mario Mer
i ado who also serves as the
city's Emergency Management
Coordinator.

The emergency declara-
tion recommended by Cohen
will enable the board to hire a
licensed asbestos removal firm
without soliciting bids, which
increases the chances of the
building being ready for open-
ing day. A special meeting has
been scheduled for Thursday
evening to name a removal
firm.

The ^declaration, for the

•7 zrQ?
time being, could aura serve to
deflect attention from an ap-
parent breakdown in communi
cation between the district's
administrative office and
school board trustees, many of
whom were unaware of the
problem three weeks after the
accident. The delay in notifica-
tion made it legally difficult for
the board to declare an emer-
gency on its own, according to
attorney Robert Murray, since
the incident was "stale" by the
time the full board was
notified.

Prior to yesterday's devel-
opments, it appeared that the
board would have to proceed
with the time-consuming pro-
cess of soliciting bids for the
cleanup, a scenario which
would likely have delayed the
opening of the high school, ac-
cording to Mercado

"Peter Cohen concurred
that it did present a continuing
health hazard and it needed to
be abated." said Mercado who
contacted the OEM in his ca-
pacity as Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator. "We're hop-
ing that within the next 10 to 15
days at most, this problem
could be abated and the high
school open."

In addition, Mercado said
he would divorce himself from

further board action on the
emergency, such as hiring a
contractor for the cleanup, so
as not to interfere with his in-
vestigation into the incident as
Emergency Management
Coordinator

"1 will no longer partici-
pate in the selection process or
any other board action relative
to the Hoboken High School
situation," said Mercado. "That
is because of my position as
Emergency Management Coor-
dinator and the fact that I'm
trying to ascertain certain facts
that occurred both on the day
and afterwards."

The asbestos was released
June 27 when a contractor who.
board members say, acted
without authorization, re-
moved approximately 400
square feet of asbestos ceiling
tiles from room 207 without
proper safety precautions. The
tiles were stored in plastic gar-
bage bags in the second floor
hallway where they have re-
mained since the building was
closed July 11.

Air samples taken in the
building found the quality to
be acceptable, however also re-
vealed the presence of friable
asbestos (asbestos that is easily
airborne) in the tiles. Airborne
asbestos can cause lung cancer

(asbestosis) and other ailments
which typically show no symp-
toms for many years

The district is looking for
approximately 100 people be-
lieved to have entered the high
school between June 27 and
July 11. While most of those did
not enter affected areas,
theyare wanted for medical
surveillance nonetheless.

The consequences of the
blunder were magnified when
it was learned that a company
hired by the district last year
listed the ceiling tiles in the
high school as a hazard. Wheth-
er or not the contractor, who
was raising the ceiling in room
207 to conform with state guide-
lines, was aware of the report
and why it took three weeks to
notify board members, remains
under investigation.

Part oT the blame lies
squarely at feet of board mem-
bers as a result of its delay in
naming a consultant to oversee
the district's Asbestos Manage-
ment Plan, according to Diana
Crowder, an industrial hygien-
ist with the Hudson Regional
Health Commission. Every
school district in the country
was required by federal law to
develop an asbestos plan and
name a program manager by
May 9.

HOBOKEN
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The mayor also questioned the
feasibility of a monorail system
and pointed to problems raised by
a recent study of the plan com-
missioned by the city. A Can-
adian development planning and
design firm, Berridge,
Lewinberg, Greenberg Ltd.,
undertook the study and recently
advised the city of its findingB.

"Past experience with mono
rails has proven them to be suc-
cessful only in extremely special
environments, such as theme
parks and airports," wrote Frank
Lewinberg, one of the firm's prin-
cipals. "But in the highly ordered
and tight urban fabric that exists
in Hoboken, a monorail would
result in a much more obvious
intrusion, particularly in a
waterfront alignment.'

Officials in the Governor's Of-
fice could not be reached for com
ment.

State and county officials have
hailed the monorail system as the
best way to ease traffic jams.
They have also said that the
proposed rail link from the
Meadowlands to PATH in
Hoboken, would open the
Secaucus area to new develop-
ment.

Kean's transportation p' \n,
the "Circle of Mobility."calif ir
a continuous loop of railways, ,»
routes and highways throughout
North Jersey. The new system
would provide a more direct route
to Manhattan, the waterfront
and Jersey City, officials said.

ly think that Dr Costa was
grandstanding »n order to get
fuf> point across."

For hi* part. Costa said he
"!iei*ly rai'•'"'' '""-^tions that

fead beta forth by
mH% H^V • s and l n e

public" .4 u- has for-
warded Wefanu^auotisTro both
the state education commis-
sioner and the Hudson County
prosecutor

i raised questions and 1
think a lot of these questions
are being raised by people in
the audience." said Costa

I respect Bob Murray s
opinion: attorneys have been
wrong, so have board mem-
bers." Costa was referring to a
VPort froip board attorney
obert Murray on the ques-

tions surrounding the board's
contract vote Citing prior
court rulinus. Murray said the
board acted in accordance with
the law on each of Costa's
all rtions

•e motion to rescind the
ratification carried
yes votes and three

abstentions Costa abstained
But despite Murray's stamp

of approval on the board's ac-
tions, some HTA members re-
mained skeptical

i^ust think that perhaps
those four at the meeting
shoi have questioned Mr
Ger ,*ario about his repre-
sent lion." said an HTA mem
ber fcho declined to go on the
record i t seems fishy to me."

Cutillo-Boseia asked Mer-
cado why the board voted on
the contract before the HTA
approved it Normally, board
approv. follows ratification
>y the association,

Mercado. sur tort ing spec-
ulation that the retard was tak-
en in by (iermin<*ri<>, said he
assumed Germinario was act-
ing in good faith on behalf of
the membership when he of-
fered the pact to the board.

But other members said
Germinario, not the board, was
to blame

"The fault lies elsewhere
and they demonstrated that by
rescinding it," said an HTA
member who also declined to
RO on the record "A mistake
was made — tonight it was
corrected "

ADS
.CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

customer who would not give his
full name. "They should have
more of it."

"I read the whole thing," added
his wife Mary. "It's something to
read."

The restaurant has used Stall
Advertising in its bathrooms for
several months, said manager
John Bruce.

"Reading in the bathroom has
always been a pastime of mine,"
said Maxwell's bartender Declan
Carney of Hoboken. However, he
added, "A bad advertisement is
lust another way to pass the
lime."

In Maxwell's men's room, ads
for Sparrow Cigar and Liquor
Co., 126 Washington St. in
Hoboken, until two weeks ago
were placed several feet above
the urinal — at perfect reading
level.

The ads, which were take down
when the store began renovation,
had helped sales of "keg kits" —
half or quarter kegs of beer and
accessories — up 35 percent, said
Sparrow manager Armando Luis.
The cost was $190 a month to use
Stall Advertising in three lo-
cations: Maxwell si, O'Neal's res-
taurant on Park Avenue in
Hoboken and another city res-
taurant on Washington Street,
Madison Square Sports Bistro.

"Since we dropped the advertis-
ing, the. sales of the kitsjhave
dropped from an average If to
four a week," Luis said. "For us,
it works extremely well."

Sandy Allen, Madison Square
Sports Bistro manager, said,
"Even though they make jokes
about it, people are definitely
reading it."

'Messages interrupted'

Hoboken firm snags customers on the throne
By JEFFREY L.PERLAH
The Hudson Dispatch "

On television and radio, and in magazines and
matchbooks, advertising is everywhere. But there's
a new place for ads, a place everyone must go -
sooner or later.

The bathroom.
At a time when advertisers are feeling the crunch

of print and broadcasting costs. Stall Advertising
Inc. of Hoboken supplies businesses with framed
message units for strategic spots above sinks
toilets and urinals, said Mark Ginsberg, the com-
pany's founder and president.

"At first, rest-room advertising may seem like a
bit of a novelty. but our messages are uninterrupted
and are seen significantly longer than most other
forms of advertising," Ginsberg said. "Stall
Advertising cuts through the clutter, and the view-
er won't be turning the page or flipping the
channel."

One place where bathroom ads can be found is
Maxwell's restaurant at 1039 Washington St. in
Hoboken.

"It's something to read when I use the
bathroom," said Mike of Kearny, a restaurant

Please see ADS Page 12 Advartismwm appear in a bathroom stall at Maxwells restaurant In
Hobotcan yaatarday. J,MLOWNEY THE HUDSON WWATCH



Losing
By Jo-Ann Monarty

• a * .

lands Hoboken job
j-->

•Them" won and "Me" got a
job

Robert King, who ran an
unsuccessful campaign for
mayor in Hoboken last fall us-
ing the slogan, "Them or Me'"'
has been given a fulltime job in
the Law Department

Law Director Eugene
O'Connell said yesterday that
he has reorganued the depart
ment and hired King as a para-
legal and consumer protection
advocate.

After his poor showing in
the November special election.
King became an active cam-
paigner for Mayor Patrick Pas-
cull i O'Connell and King dis-
missed the notion that the new
job was the result of political
connections.

City Hall insiders speculat-
ed that King, who lives in the

Second Ward, was asked to run
in the special municipal elec-
tion to draw votes away from
Second Ward Councilman Jo-
seph Delia Fave. who was Pas-
culli's chief competitor in the
election.

"It is easy to assume that
Bob King was put into the race
to dwindle the aspiration of
another major candidate. "
King said But he insists there
was no truth in that theory

"There was no quid pro
quo involved," he said. "Bob
Kins has been in town a long
time and 1 don't believe in the
patronage mill, gratuitous posi-
tions or swapping favors '

King ran against Pasculli.
the incumbent, Delia Fave and
former City Council president
Robert Kanieri He spiced up
the campaign particularly the
mayoral debates by referring
to his. opponents as "the three

stooges.
O'Connell also dismissed

the perception that King s em-
ployment was a poltical favor.

-He is a qualified parale-
gal We were getting consumer
complaints and there was no-
body to handle them," O'Con-
nell said.

Audrey Borg, the eity's con-
sumer affairs advocate, died
earlier this year.

King is not an attorney
However, he holds a law de-
gree from Seton Hall and a
doctorate in English.

King said he will not be
returning to his teaching job in
Manhattan He said that the
position in the Law Depart-
ment gives him the opportunity
to serve Hoboken residents.
His salary is about $20,000,
O'Connell said.

Since replacing ex-Law Di-

Lisa

to

• r v t o r W i l l i a m <. - v t ! >

March. OConnell In red
Conn to replace M^ret'i
rot who resigned la-'
after having a ' • ^ Ed-
ward Florio wh*. i. , ' F™**
Bado who took a job A l t n the
county

OConnell recent!v hired
Richard Seltzer as
tion to the Law Dt*|
work on waterfront «'•
ment and real estatt
Both OConnell said thai the
employment of Seltzer and
King will not increase his de-
partment's budget for salary.

Instead of paying the Ras
mussen Agency $45,000 yearly
to handle workmen's compen-
sation cases, O'Connell said
that work will be assigned tc
Flono, whose father wa;> law-
director in Hoboken.

Firefighter lists released
C f ^ __.„, n 3 L h ? e r i 2 t £ ? W r . e l y affected the other five cities in ̂ e Uw-
^onuoversial firefighter

hiring lists for Hoboken .nd
Jersey City were finally re
leased by the state
but neither city will ~
them in the near future.

suffered lower scores than

* h l The Justice D e ^ m e n t re-
views hiring lists for 12 Ntw
Jersey cities as a resu|t al a
consent decree that settled a
lawsuit which charged that me

tests adversely
minorities.

The department in May re-
fused to allow the lists to be
released for six ^'ties - New-
ark. Trenton. Jersey City. Ho-
boken. Atlantic City and Passa-
te _ because blacks scored
disproportionately lower on
two physical performance
SCt U S District Judge Nicho-
las H. Pohtan ordered the lists
for those cities, as well as New
Brunswick, to be released He
said protecting lives was more-
important than disputing test
results.

His order did not concern

the other five cities in the law
suit Paterson, Elizabeth, t-asi
Orange. Plainfield ana

Newark and Trenton
have been anxiously waiting
for the lists to fill opening in
their fire departments. Hobo
ken and Jersey City do not pan
to hire any firefighters in the
near future.

Hoboken Fire Chief James
Houn said his department has
no openings "We aren t in any
dire need of hiring firefighters
at this point," Jersey City F re
Director John McLaughlin
said.

Hoboken's City Council will resume
S34/V1 iudgeVdeliberations Monday
with a state ordered public hearing
By Jo-Ann Moriarty

For the third consecutive
week, the Hoboken City Coun-
cil will continue Monday at 5
p.m. its deliberation on the $34
million municipal budget

The session will begin in
the City Council chambers with
a public hearing on an amend-
ment for the reinstatement of
' .8 million to the Board of
Education's 1988-89 budget as
•rdered by the state Depart-
ment of Education

Business Administrator
Edwin 'hius said that the ex-

nM which was litigated
^liout last year, will be

ndecl through money the city
anticipates '. "rom selling two
Hudson Street lots to Hoboken
developer Joseph Barry of Ap-
plied Housing.

Bai ry wants to build subsi-
dized housing and market rate
apartments on the two lots.

Chius said that the two
Hudson Street lots, one located
at the corner of Second Stree
and the other at Third Street,
will be sold for $5.2 million He
wants to apply $2.5 million of
that money to offset the $2.8
million the city has to restore
to the school budget.

The City Council axed the
school budget by that amount
last year but was subsequently
ordered by the state to restore
the funding.

Chius said that the council
can move to adopt the final
budget tonight after the public
hearing.

Mayor Patrick Pasculli
based the $34 million budget
on $7 million he anticipates the
city will receive from signing a
pa^iership to develop the wa-
terfiont with the Port Author-
ity of New York and New
Jersey.

Fii ( Ward Councilman
Thomas Newman opposes fi-
nancing the budget with that

money because he said it will
weaken the city's bargaining
position with the bi-state
agency.

Second Ward Councilman
Joseph Delia Fave recom-
mended that the city use the
$5.2 million expected from sell-

ing the two city-owned lots to
Barry to offset budget
shortfalls

But Chius wants to use that
money to finance the obliga-
tion to the school budget.

Pasculli does not believe
that including the $7 million

expected from the Port Author-
ity will Jeopardize the city's
negotiating power. The city and
the bi-state agency have a ten-
tative agreement. They must
sign a final partnership agree-
ment before the city receives
the $7 million

urdles cleared & O l f j A * * - > \ ~)i ^ ^ ica

Hoboken Oks budget
Spending plan includes school board payment
By DAVID WE ILLY
The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN-After weeks of
delays due to last-minute
changes and haggling, the City
Council last night adopted a
$37.6 million municipal midget
for 1989.

The budget included a $2.8
million payment to the Board of
Education, •which had been or-
dered by the state Education De-
partment after it ruled in favor of
the schools in a dispute over last
year's funding. The increase in
city spending will not affect the
tax rate, officials said.

About $4.7 million of the $37.6
million budget, which is up 8.5
percent over last year's spending
plan, will be raised through local
taxes. Residents will have to pay
$2.74 per $1,000 of assessed valu-
ation for municipal purposes, as
opposed to $4.92 last year. The
total tax rate, including Hudson
County and school board levies,
will be $17.91.

The $2.8 million" for the school
district will be funded by the sale
of city assets, which had orig
inally been planned as revenues
for next year's budget, said
Mayor Patrick Pasculli. The city
is already using the anticipated
funds from a planned waterfront
development plan with the Port
Authority of New York and New
Jersey.

Pasculli said last night's adop-
tion of the budget, which

i stabilized the tax rate, placed the
,ity in "a unique position in
Hudson County." No other mu-

JOSEPH DELLA FAVE
Pushes for cuts

nicipality had been able to cut the
local tax burden while increasing
and expanding services, he said.

Councilman Joseph Delia
Fave, the only council member to
vote against the budget, said he
was opposed to the spending plan
because of the school payment, a
reliance on anticipated revenues,
and what he termed the failure of
the council to approve cuts. A
major sticking point for the coun-
cilman was the mayor's plan to
use nearly $8 million in antici-
pated revenues from a the water-
front project with the authority to
make up for income shortfalls.

But the mayor said yesterday,
"If it had not been for waterfront
development, this communitv
would have had a tax rate exceed-
ing $23." Pasculli had also been

PATRICK PASCULLI
Praises development deal

against cuts proposed last week
by Delia Fave.

Those reductions, Delia Fave
said, would have saved the city
about $450,000 by cutting staff in
the City Clerk's and Rent Level-
ing offices, and from the Rec
reation, Police, Personnel and
Public Works departments. The
amendment to approve the cuts,
however, was defeated by a 7-2
vote.

"I can't approve of a budget
that spends a half-million in
funds that I believe are not
necessary," Delia Fave said.
Before voting on the spending
plan, he also suggested that the
budget process be speeded up so
the council would have more time
to consider the mayor's fiscal re-
quests.

Hoboken High School, at Ninth and Clinton streets, it partially contaminated with cancer-cauaing
asbestos. DON SMITH THE HUDSON DISPATCH

New bids sought

Removal project stalled
Asbestos hazard less than original estimate

t y DAVID REILLY
The Hudson Dispatch 'p -

HOBOKEN-The Board of Education last night
postponed choosing a contractor for removal of
asbestos at Hoboken High School because the
building was found to contain less of the cancer-
causing material than prginally thought.

United States Testing Co. of Hoboken, the firm
assessing the extent of asbestos contamination,
found on Wednesday that the building has not been
entirely contaminated, according to board records.
However, only one of the two companies that bid on
the project received this information before yester-
day's 2 p.m. contract proposal deadline, officials
said.

Because of the new information, the Board of
Education moved last night to have Schools Busi-
ness Administrator Anthony M. Curko meet this
morning with representatives from the two bidders
and United States Testing to establish new bid
specifications. The companies will then submit new
bids, and Curko will choose one, he said at last
night's special meeting.

Once a bidder is choosen, Curko, the successful
company, United States Testing, and Hudson Coun-
ty and city health officials will meet to discuss the
extent of the problem and solutions, Curko said.

County and city pfficials declared an emergency
at the high school, at Ninth and Clinton Streets,
because of asbestos contamination in a classroom
and the spread of carcinogenic particles around the
building. The health emergency declaration allow-
ed the school board to expedite selection of a
contractor, officials said.

It is expected that the cleanup
will take no longer than 10 to
15 days.

It is expected that the cleanup will take no longer
than 10 to 15 days, Curko said, adding that the
school will be able to open on time in September.
The removal work is expected to begin Monday
morning.

Removal should not cost more than $42,920, the
board said last night. This was the amount of a
revised bid submitted yesterday afternoon by Ad-
vanced Asbestos Technologies Corp. of Hoboken.

The company had originally bid $70,800, based
on the belief that the entire school would have to be
treated. Land C Europa Co. Inc. of Garfield, which
had learned of the reduced contamination, bid
$44,321.

Hoboken awar
By James Efstathiou

The Hoboken Board of
Education awarded a $43,900
contract yesterday to an asbes-
tos abatement firm to clean up
contamination in Hoboken
High School caused by the im-
proper removal of ceiling tiles.

The job went was awarded
to the Land C. Europa Co. Inc.
in Garfield despite the protests
of a competing contractor who
claimed that he was not given
information that was availabk-
to other bidders and that the
school board's actions might
have been illegal.

The asbestos was released
June 27 when a contractor in-
advertently removed ceiling
tiles containing asbestos from
a second floor classroom with-

out proper safety precautions.
The board is investigating

who authorized that work to
proceed since the district knew
of the asbestosladen tiles

The contract was awarded
without competitive building
since county and city officials
Monday declared an emergen-
cy at the school, which has
been closed since July 11.

The cleanup is expected to
take about 10 or 12 days, put-
ting to rest earlier speculation
that the school might not be
ready for the opening day on
Sept. 6

But Salvatore D'Amelio.
former city law director repre-
senting Advanced Asbestos
Technologies Corp. of Hobo-
ken, objected to the entire bid-
ding process and hinted at the

estos removal contract
possibility of collusion be-
tween the firm that won the job
•rid US Testing Corp. which
:*|M?epared specifications for the
cleanup

Despite his allegations,
D'Amelio said his client had
not directed him to formally
protest the board's decision be-
cause such action could pre-
vent the school from opening
on time.

"Certainly, my client does
not want to go into court to stop
this abatement and not have
the kids go back to school," said
D'Amelio. "These things hap-
pen in business, but its a terri-
ble way to run the show."

Three companies were con-
tacted in regard to the work,
each of which received a letter
from school board secretary'

Anthony Curko Tuesday direct-
ing them to a representative of
U.S. Testing for specifications
on the work.

U.S. Testing was hired by
the board Monday to draw up
specifications for the cleanup.

On Thursday afternoon.
Curko unsealed two bids for
the work, one from Land C.
Europa for $44,321 and another
from Advanced Asbestos Tech-
nologies for $70,800.

Prior to a meeting that eve-
ning when the board was
scheduled to award a contract,
D'Amelio asked to submit an
amended bid for $43,920.

His request was based on a
claim that he had not received
updated information from U.S.
Testing showing that only 8.000
square feet of the building was

affected, as opposed to 20,000
square feet initially thought to
be contaminated.

D'Amelio said that his cli-
ent was unable to get the updat-
ed specifications, while Land
C. Europa was privy to that
information based on a meet-
ing in the high school with U.S.
Testing on Wednesday.

The engineer handling the
case for U.S. Testing was un-
available for comment.

"We didn't get the informa-
tion until four o'clock Thurs-
day that the other contractor
got Wednesday," said D'Ame-
lio. "It's either total negligence
or collusion."

The school board, fearful
of a legal challenge if the job
were given to either party, de-
cided to postpone action on the

contract and authorized Curko
to continue the process the fol-
lowing morning.

At that time, interested
bidders were to meet with
Curko and other school official,
review the updated specifica-
tions and offer new bids, the
lowest of which would be
accepted.

Because yesterday's meet-
ing began some 50 minutes af-
ter the hour set in the board's
resolution. D'Amelio declined
to participate.

Curko, following a recom-
mendation by the board's attor-
ney, proceeded with the meet-
ing and eventually awarded the
contract to Land C. Europa.

"I walked out," said D'A-
melio. "This is an illegal
meeting.

Emergency declared

Hoboken hazard uncovered
Officials feaYspreadoVcancer-caiising asbestos in high school

By DAVID LIPPMAN
and DAVID REILLY

f[IERCOHEN
Wants cleanup by September

The Hudson Dispatch

HOBOKEN-Hudson County and city
officials yesterday declared an emergency
at Hoboken High School because of
asbestos contamination in a classroom and
the spread of carcinogenic particles

around the school.
The emergency declaration was made by

Peter Cohen, the county's emergency
management director, after he toured the
school with city officials. The declaration
of a health hazard enabled the Board of
Education, meeting last night, to pick two
companies to oversee an immediate
c.^anup of the cancer-causing material.

"By declaring an emergency today, they
will be able to get it cleaned up by Septem-
ber in time for school." Cohen said.

Students attending the school, at Ninth
and Clinton streets, during the last year
were not exposed to any of the asbestos.
Cohen said. He added that the problem
emerged last month after ceiling tiles,
which contain the cancer-causing agent.

were removed from the school.
The board wants to contact people who

were in the school from June 27 to July 11,
because they may have been exposed to
the asbestos, according to an advisory
letter on the situation from Schools Busi-
ness Administrator Anthony M. Curko to

~~ Please see HAZARD Page 17

HAZARD
CONTINUED FROM RAGE

Schools Superintendent Walter J.

FlBoard President Mario
Mercado said the material would
be removed in about 15 days and
should have no impact on the
start of school in September

At its meeting last night, the
board went into executive session
but was unable to decide which
contractor to choose. The panel
said it would meet again on the
issue Thursday night, according
to trustee Gerard Costa.

The board did. however select
a consultant to manage the pro_
iect, United States Testing Co. of
Hoboken. The board d"**™£*
concern to oversee the project
Northestern Analytical of
Marlton in Burlington County.

The declaration of an.ernerg-
health hazard followed

and the
Health

ort Hudson
Commission

SaTr pfeck Pasculli, who
was advised of .the^situation J £
Mercado, was critical oi the ooara
for 3 n g so long in declaring
2 emergency. Cohen said, how-

ever, that officials originally be-
lieved the asbestos was limited to
a contained area.

The school district, Cohen said,
had sought to evaluate the prob-
lem and W e a contractor through
normal procedures. When they
realized that by doing so the re-
moval could not be completed by
the beginning of the school year,
however, the emergency was de-
clared to speed the process.

All summer, maintenance and
janitorial work has been stopped
at the school pending cleanup of
the hazardous material. The
school was not being used for
summer classes, but the Summer
Feeding Program lunches were
prepared in the cafateria.

The program has since been
moved to another location.
Curko's letter said. Air samples
have also been taken in the
cafeteria, although the results of
the tests are not yet known.

The asbestos was found in
Room 207 ceiling tiles, which
were being removed prior to the
installation of a new ceiling,
Cohen said. The removal work
was stopped June 27 by Curko,
but particles of the material had
already flaked off and spread to
other parts of the building and its
ventilation system, he added



Pasculli may shake up City Hall
By J«-Ann Mori arty

Hoboken Mayor Patrick
Pasculli is considering reorga-
nizing City Hall, specifically di-
viding the Department of Pub-
lic Works mio three areas of
responsibility under three
directors

Although nothing has been
written in cement, Pasculli, in
an interview late last week,
said the responsibilities and
problems of the DPW are too
taxing for one director to
handle

The mayor requested the
state to audit the DPW last fall.

"I will be going over the

Mayor is planning personnel changes
state audit and looking into the
potential redistncting of the
department because of the size
and the demand of the depart-
ment." Pasculli said

He said he is considering
dividing the department into
streets and parks, water and
sewers, and buildings.

Pasculli said the expense
of having three directors in-
stead of one would be nominal

However, he is still unde-
cided because he wants to in-

sure that splitting the depart-
ment will make it more cost
effective, more accountable
and more efficient.

"I am still looking at it,"
Pasculli said, I don't want
overlapping or duplication."

DPW director Roy Haack
said he welcomes the reorgani-
zation. "It is too much work to
handle," he said

Pasculli said Haack will re-
main "in some phase of public
works," possibly in charge of

buidlings. Police Lt l l ano
Mercado, supervisor of the mu-
nicipal garage, also welcomes
the idea because he would be
responsible for only Public
Safety vehicles instead of all
municipal vehicles.

With the reorganization,
Mercado said, his responsibil-
ity should be reduced from
overseeing the maintenance of
150 vehicles to about 70

The mayor did not dismiss
rumors that former City Coun-

cil President Robert Ranieri is
being considered to run the wa-
ter and sewer division, nor the
hearsay that ex-Councilman
l rank Hala would be named to
streets and parks

However, Ranieri is sup-
Posed to be interested in as-
suming the directorship of wa-
terfront development and
would accept being the direc-
tor of the tri-city sewage au-
thority if he got chairman of the
waterfront board of directors

"What be wants and what
he gets are two different
things," noted a City Hall
insider.

Pasculli warned that "I do
not want directors running for
public office If they want to be
part of the administrative staff,
they should not pursue public
office."

That remark appeared
aimed at Raia.

Raia, who was appointed to
Pascullis former at-large coun-
cil seat for six months last year,
wants Third Ward Councilman
Steve Cappiello s seat when he

See PASCULLI — Page 4.

MR. PASCULLI

Pasculli may shake up
personnel at City Hall
Continued from Page 1
steps down Raia and Anthony
Russo have unsuccessfully
tried to capture the seat and
are still interested, according
to political observers

Cappiello. a former three-
term mayor and police detec-
tive, has expressed interest in
the Public Safety directorship,,
which oversees the police and
fire departments, but so far
Pasculli has made no decision.
Law Director Eugene O'Con-
nell is serving in the post until
an appointment is made.

Cappiello may want to take
the City Hall post and give up
his ward seat to run for the
Board of FreeholdWs next
spring against Weehawken
Democrat Frank Pizzuta.

Pasculli is also considering
creating a Department of Hu-
man Resources which would
have under its umbrella the
health and recreation depart-
ments. The leading candidate
for that post is Helen Macri, a
City Council president during
the Cappiello administration.

Macri said she has had dis-
cussions with the mayor about
city problems and mentioned
she wants to become part of
government.

Pasculli said that if he de-

anchor

By Emilily Smith

With $7 million in antici-
pated revenue Hoboken can af-
ford to increase services with-
out raising taxes under the
1989 municipal budget ap-
proved by the city council last
night

"Hoboken is in the unique
position of being an urban com-
munity and not having taxes
increase this year," said Mayor
Patrick Pasculli. "lt also pro-
vides for an expansion of mu-
nicipal services.

"Had it not been for water-,
front development, this com-
munity would have had to pay
over $23 (per $1.000 of assessed
property value), which would
have been totally unaccept-
able, " Pasculli said.

The most significant water-
front development project is a
deal to form a public partner-
ship with the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey. Fi-
nal negotiations on the project
have not yet begun, but the
expected $7 million payoff to
the city was included in the
budget.

As a result, the money
raised by taxpayers is almost
half the amount they had to pay
out last year although the $34.8
million 1989 budget is nearly $3
million higher than last year's.

This year, taxpayers will
have to raise $4.7 million in-
stead of the $8.4 million raised
last year and will pay a dime
less in property taxes.

This ,\ear, taxpayers will
pay $17 91 per $1,000 of as-
sessed property value. Last
year, the rate was $18.02 per
$1,000 of assessed property
value.

Although the 6-to-l city
council approval came more
than halfway through the fiscal
year, Pasculli said the budget
presentation was one of the
earliest on record.

Councilman Joe Delia Fave
was the only council member to
oppose the $34 million budget.
Councilmen Thomas Newman
and Edwin Duroy were absent.

The tax rate may fluctuate
slightly if approximately $1
million in a!d from the county
changes. Pasculli said. The
Hudson County budget has not
been approved by the state Di-
vision of Local Government
Services.

Delia Fave said he voted
against the budget because it
icludes a $2.8 million reim-

Sw BUDGET — Page €.

cides to execute the reorgani-
zational plans, he will have or-
dinances ready for the Aug. 9
City Council meeting.

He said he expects to ^u-
mit nominations at that time
for the rent board, the Housing
Authority and the P ing
Authority

Welfare Director obert
Drasheff, who also is ,-tar

city clerk but draws a salary
only from the welfare job, has
submitted his resignation from
his directorship. He wants to
climb the administrative ranks
and. although he wants -he first
or second slot in the waterfront
development corpora. •», no
decision has been made

Pasculli said he does not
plan to appoint a board of di-
rectors for waterfront develop-
ment until September. The ad-
ministrative staff will no* J>e
hired until after those appoint-
ments are made, he said.

Pasculli is also p ' r " ; ,to
appoint a personnel dirt . *.

Being considered for the
job is Patrick Caufield, former
director of the Parking Author-
ity. Neil Mosco, head of mod-
ernization at the Housing Au-
thority, was considered but
said Friday he is not interested
in going to City Hall.

Budget rests
on $7 million
P.A. payment
Continued from Page 1
bursement to the city's Board
of Education and nearly
$500,000 in salary increases
that should have been cut.

The $28 million was or-
dered returned to the board by
the state Department of
Education.

Delia Fave said no docu-
mentation was given to the
council outlining how that
money was spent and whether
the board had enough funds in
its budget to function without
the payback.

"It's taking away from next
year's revenues." Delia Fave
said "This is the type of a hole
we've been digging in educa-
tion. We spend the revenue and
never recover it."

Pasculli said the presenta-
tion of the budget has tradi-
tionally been held up by the
state, which is consistently tar-
dy in letting communities know
the amount of state aid each
will receive.

The waterfront saved tax-
payers from a tax increase of
up to 33 percent, Pasculli said.

Yet this year's rate is well
above the $15 or $16 goal Coun-
cil President E. Norman Wil-
son said the council should
shoot for in the future.

"I don't want to set any
goals of $15 or $16." Pasculli
said. "I don't want to set any
unattainable goals."

Pasculli also said that the
city cannot rely on revenues
from waterfront development
indefinitely.

"We're going to have to ex-
pand our tax base and search
for new revenues." he said.

The key to generating new
sources of city income is to free
Hoboken from a two-year, fed-
erally-imposed ban on sewage
hookups. Pasculli said that will
happen once the city's sewage
treatment plant is overhauled
and a secondary sewage treat-
ment facility is completed.

The improvements -were
mandated by the federal gov-
ernment under the Clean Wa-
ter Act. Pasculli said that final
work on the Hoboken plant
should begin in the fall

The prosecutor talks

He's been likened to Attila the Hun
— a tough top cop in a tough county.
He has won respect—and enemies, too

Hudson's
dealer in
tragedy

Hudson County Prosecutor Paul M, D « P M C B I » prepares to answer
• question during • recent interview in Ms Jersey City office.

DON SMITH THI HUDSON DISPATCH

By DAVID UPPMAN
The Hudson Dispatch 7 - 3> /

Dennis Raso's tale defied belief.
The Hoboken florist said he hired

Hoboken contractor StepV>«n Azzollini
in 1978 to murder his own wife, Rosa
Raso, for $1,500. Raso then shot Mary
Ellen Azzollini, also killing her un-
born child. Two BMHI murdered each
other's wives, a plot that might have
been lifted straight from Alfred
Hitchcock's movie, "Strangers on a
Train."

Then an assistant Hudson County
prosecutor, Paul M DePascale spent
18 months untangling the two men's
lies. Ultimately, Raso told all. But it
seemed too fantastic.

"I had to re-#xamine the premise If
I don't examine the premise to be sure
it's correct, 1 could wind up with the

wrong guy. No matter how many facts
point to someone, you have to question
yourself," DePascak, now county
prosecutor, recalled fa his County Ad-

First of fcurWts.
_̂ __̂  % J' \
ministration Buildm^o^eeduring an
iMprvfew. >

DePascale put Raso in the back seat
of a ear and drove out to Aajsollini's
workplace with two investigator!. At-
tollini was asked outside.

As Ajffiollini spoke, DePascale or
dered Raso to lean forward so he could
be seen. Azzollini saw his suspected
accomplice for the first time in many
mootis.

"Azzollini took out a pack of
cigarettes and tried to light one, but
he coulda't. His hands were shaking.

Thea he s^cl, 'Hi, Dennis.' His reac-
tion was jtijbt to be stunned. If you were
six feet (twmy from the killer of your
wife and baby, you'd have a violent
reaction," DePascale said,' re-enact-
ing Azsollini's movements with a box
of cigarettes. His voice was soft but
tinged with firmness.

DePascale now knew Raso had been
honest. Both killers drew life prison
terms. •

That is DePascale's top war story.
Today, the softspoken man with the
dark suit and graying hair leads a
staff of 260 with an $8 million annual
budget, DePascale is now more than
halfway through his five-year term,
which ends June 26, 1991.

, . _ • • *

" H E * A competent attorney, a
Please see DePASCALf Page 4

Getting out of
the slow lane
Hoboken Mayor Patrick Pasculli and Hudson

County Executive Robert C. Janiszewski seem
to be trains on a collision
course, but some deft work at
the switchkey should keep
these trains from hitting —
while getting our region's
commuters back on track.

Mr. Pasculli opposes plans
for a monorail on his city's
waterfront, arguing that
such a system would be a
barrier between "our estab-
lished community and the
waterfront." He further

argues that the "narrow strip of land available
for development on our waterfront is a very
limited and precious resource which should not
be used to solve all of our regional problems."

Mr. Janiszewski, a firm backer of the $2.5
billion "Circle of Mobility"
mass transit project outlined
by Gov Thomas H. Kean last
month, says the governor's
plan is not a fait accompli,
and plans to appoint an ad-
visory committee to gather
suggestions from the A
county's municipalities on I
how best to use the $2.5 I
billion. Mr. Janiszewski ex- I
pects to appoint the panel —
to consist of local officials, MR. JANISZEWSKI

• environmentalists and developers — within the
next two weeks.

So the committee apparently has a clear track
in front of it. The challenge is not switch into
reverse. * • *

HUDSON'S COMMUTERS are way over
due for relief. Hudson's twisted streets and
complex communities make it impossible for
people to get anywhere quickly. With new
development rising all over the county, our
resident and transient populations will con-
tinue to leap. More and more businesses and
individuals have discovered the facts of life
Qnder Caesar Cuomo and Kaiser Koch — if you
live in New York, you must empty your wallet
to the Albany Attila and his bar 1 of tax-
gouging rogues.

And that makes the issue of mass tr ispr
tation ever more important here.

«ir. Pasculli may have legitimate c< ^rns
about the limited land space o I his wat ron*
but his city is already choke. Hy ~'»* rafli
Despite residential permit parki a* ioru>
double-parked cars jam his <.. „ \t rrow
streets, clogging the aspHalt.

Last spring, for example, people protested
when NBC moved in with trucks and cameras
to shoot the series "Dream Street." Normally,
the use of a city aB a location is a cause for civic
pride. Not this time. Hobokenites were angered
that NBC was blocking off streets to park its
campers and film scenes. The City Council had
to restrict the filmmakers.

* * *
THE FACT remains that Mr. Pasculli needs

to find solutions. He needs better ways than a
few buses to move his citizens — especially the
hordes he hopes to attract to his superb water-

' front. He may be unhappy with a monorail, but
he needs something. A monorail may be the way
to travel.

Another way could be streetcars and trolleys,
which, as cities such as New Orleans and San
Francisco have learned, are effective and at-
tractive.

The panel that Mr. Janiszewski is assembling
needs to be imaginative and plan for the con-
tinued growth of our region.

It should not become bogged down in partisan
politics and petty debate. The committee mem-
bers have to reach their meetings. Those epic
journeys alone should make committee mem-
bers remember their first priority is to relieve

,the pressure on Hudson's hardf ned arteries.
Right now, commuters are stuck in the slow

lane. It will be the committee 's responsibility to
get them on the fast track.

DEPASCALE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

capable administrator," said
Harold J. Ruvoldt Jr.,
DePascale's predecessor as pros-
ecutor, who is now in private
practice in Jersey City. "I have
great respect for his ability. I
have been impressed with his
aggressive attitude."

Today, DePascale sits in a
sparse, small office, chain-smok-
ing cigarettes while answering
requests from his secretary on a
speaker. He fills his ashtrays
neatly. The stacks of documents
on ms desk — which include wire-
tap and warrant applications <-
are also neatly stacked.

On the wall facing the door is a
portrait of his four children. In
his desk is a 9-millimetersemi-
autothatic pistol, his service fire-
arm. Twice a year, he requalifies
with it.

DePascale's past is rooted in
Hudson County and public ser-
vice. His father Louis was an
Italian immigrant active in ship-
builders' unions. During World
War II, he won the Silver Star
and Purple Heart as a tank
sergeant in North Africa. From
1965 to 1973, he was Hoboken's
mayor, defusing 1971 riots with
negotiations.

"The biggest influe on my
life were my mother d father,"
DePascale said.

Born Oct. 11,1949, he grew up
on the 1200 block of Garden
Street's rows of neat red
brownstones, with his three
brothers.

"You knew everyone on the
block. You had to get along. Tra-
dition is important. The country
and law are built on it. I got my
basic concepts of truth and justice
— like any family — at home," he
said.

His education included studies
at St. Peter's Prep and St. Peter's
College, both in Jersey City. De-
Pascale made the Dean's List and
commanded the college ROTC
battalion. He graduated from
Seton Hall Law School in Newark
in 1974.

He didn't choose law until col-
lege. He had planned a military
career.

"Why law? Only 10 percent are
trial lawyers," DePascale said.
"But to me, that was what being
a lawyer was. That's what I
thought a lawyer did — take a
case to a jury and get it resolved."

Along the way, DePascale went
from his father's Democratic poli-

tics to his present conservative
Republican stance. DePascale
hedges when asked about the
transition.

"Most Republicans think I'm a
liberal," he said with a laugh.
"I'm a moderately conservative
liberal. I consider myself a moder-
ate because I can cross any
number of philosophical bound-
aries. The tradition is that the
Republicans are business-orien-
ted, favoring the rich and oppos-
ing the poor. I don't fit in those
cuts. It's too limiting to limit
oneself philosophically by bound-
ary. I try to do what's right. I do
things that are more con-
servative than liberal, and more
liberal than conservative."

The result is a study in con-
trasts. DePascale favors present
gun control legislation, but does
not want to see it pressed further.
He opposes the death penalty, but
not on moral grounds, so he is
able to have his office seek the
supreme penalty.

DePascale clerked for a year for
Judge Joseph P. Hanrahan, the
county criminal calendar assign-
ment judge. DePascale learned
the intricacies of bail hearings,
arraignments, prisoner com-
plaints and trials.

* * *
THEN HE commanded tank

units for six years at Fort Knox,
Ky.

"If I was going to serve, it
should be in a combat arm," he
said, at a time when enlisting in
the Army was unpopular. "My
friends joke about me being two
steps to the right of Attila the
Hun," he said, laughing again.

"In a combat arm, teamwork is
absolutely essential. You learn to
judge ability and to rely on other
people's judgment. Conversely,
the ultimate judgment and re-
sponsibility is your own. The gov-
ernment entrusts $20 million
worth of vehicles to your care.
You don't say, 'I rely on my
sergeant' when things go wrong.

"You have to expose yourself to
risk, and can't opt ci t of a dirty
deal. You don't su' ject anybody
to anything you wouldn't do. If
you're afraid to get down and
change a road wheel on a tank,
your men will look at you, and
wonder."

DePascale applied to the Coun-
ty Prosecutor's Office for a job in
1976 because his "natural in-
clination was to prosecute rather
than defend. So here I am."

He began as an assistant pros-
ecutor in the grand jury section,
then became its section chief. In
1980, he was appointed senior
staff attorney in the Legal
Division, heading all the lawyers
there.

In 1986, he became first assis-
tant prosecutor. He became act-
ing prosecutor March 31, 1986,
and prosecutor July 26, 1986.

It was in the grand jury section
that he learned the power of his
pen.

"I was 25, the new kid on the
block. I thought I was a good
lawyer, I had the grounding,
knew the tactics," DePascale
said. "A case came across my
desk involving a Hudson
schoolteacher who'd flashed at a
girl while driving his own car.
She wrote down the plate number
and car description, and he was
charged.

"I read and evaluated the case.
If I checked one box at the bottom,
his entire career would be un-
alterably affected. If I checked
the other, it would be unimpeded,
but if, God forbid, something
were to happen, it would be ter-
rible."

* * *
DePASCALE SENT the case

to the grand jury. But he never
took his power lightly again.

"I have respect for the power. It
should never be abused. Good
prosecutors respect it. If you're in
it for notoriety, you are gone. I
don't want to lose that lesson. It
isn't Joe Jones versus Sam

Smith. It's the state of New Jer-
sey versus Sam Smith," he said.

"The resources I have are stag-
gering. (I have) millions of dollars
worth of equipment. I can order
countless manhours on a case.
How does the individual citizen
handle that kind of case? As Paul
DePascale, I have no power. This
office has been entrusted to me by
the people, and the constitutional
scheme. If you think it's your own
power, you have taken the first
step to making a lot of mistakes,"
he said.

* * •

DePASCALE DEALT then -
as he does now — with daily
tragedy. In 1978, he prosecuted
Nicholas DiPrima, an un-
employed Bayonne long-
shoreman, for the shooting
murder of his wife and three chil-
dren on Oct. 16, 1977.

"It was all just a rampage in
the house," DePascale recalled.
The youngest, Nicholas Jr., 5,
was sitting on the couch watching
television when he was shot.
"How can you see the picture of
this 5-year-old boy laying on the
couch in his slippers with a .45-
caliber hole in his head, and not
become permanently affected?"
DePascale asked sadly.

"I looked at the photos, then I
put them down and walked out. I
took a walk, and went home. Next
day, I picked the photos up and we
went to court." DiPrima drew
three consecutive life prison
terms.

The reward comes from people
who see DePascale in elevators or
in the street, and say they think
he is doing a good job.

"These are real people who
have nothing to gain or lose by
telling you that. You know it's
genuine, and they will never see
you again."

TOMORROW: Why the pros-
ecutor has no compassion.



In Hoboken

Radioactive scare jolts officials
Tipster sends them on false alarm

By DAVID REILLY

The Hudson Dispatch (.. /

HOBOKEN—An anonymous call to authorities
indicating that hazardous materials were aban
doned at a chemical testing company here turned
out to be a false alarm, but the incident yesterday
had a positive note, a city official said.

A check of United States Testing Co., at Park
Avenue and 15th Street, by state, Hudson County
and city officials found that the company stored
small amounts of radioactive materials, such as
irradium and cobalt 60 United States Testing had
the materials stored properly and had a permit from
the federal Nuclear Regulatory Commission for
them, said Peter Cohen, county director of emerg-
ency management.

The company, however, did not have a municipal
permit for the materials, said Richard Tremitiedi,
the city's chief fire inspector. Such a permit alerts
the Fire Department to the presence of the ma-
terials in the event of an emergency, he added.

"Our fire code calls for a permit for radioactive
materials," Tremitiedi said. "They're stored right,
but the only problem would be if there was a fire '

Tremitiedi said he would notify the company
about the problem, but added that it probably would
not be fined for not having the permit. United
States Testing most likely thought the federal

permit was ail it needed, he said.
The problem is a paper technicality Tremitiedi

said but one that could have resulted in serious
injuries if firefighters did not know there were
radioactive materials in a building and were ex

^ e e°nt£e mcident, Cohen agreed, was the result
of a paper technicality.

Fire officials received an anonymous call about 9
30 a m yesterday that United States Testing had
abandoned hazardous materials in a small building
across from its headquarters

State and county officials checked the company s
federal permits, and said they did not provide fr
storage of radioactive materials in a separate
building State Environmental Protection Depart-
ment, Hudson Regional Health Commission and
state and county emergency management officials
rushed to United States Testing's building.

A conference call between the emergency ol-
ficials, United States Testing executives and nu-
clear commission personnel found that the federal
agency had made an error on the permit and
omitted the exact location of where the materials
*eGary Gaetano, of the Hudson commission, said
there was no excessive radiation and added that the
NRC had inspected the storage area about a month
ago. He said the materials, as they are stored now,
did not pose any threat to the public.

Sgt. John Connolly of the state polite Northern Regional Office of Emergency Manegement checks foi
radiation outside United Stetes Testing Co. in Hoboken yesterdey. DON MCCOY THE HUDSOM CMSPATO

Anqiv tenantTknociTon Pasculli's door
By Robert Hardt Jr.

Apparently angered be-
cause their basement remains
filled with raw sewage that has
effectively shut down their
apartments, tenants of a Hobo-
ken apartment building
marched on Mayor Patrick Pas-
culli's home last night.

Saying they have received
no response from their land-
lord, who already has an out-
standing warrant for his arrest,
about 15 tenants of 600 Monroe
St. went to the mayor's Willow
Avenue doorstep last night in
an effort to explain their woes
to him.

The mayor, however, was
no< home.

Undaunted, group mem-
bers said they plan to regroup
today and stage another march,
this time on the steps of City
Hall, at Washington and New-
ark streets, hoping to get
results.

The tenants said their trou-
bles began three days ago when
raw sewage, which had been
accumulating in the basement
of the building, reached a point
high enough to cover the build-
ing's gas meter, which is fixed
to a basement wall.

The tenants said they were
uncertain of the exact cause of
the sewage overflow.

Work crews from Public
Service Electric and Gas Co.
(PSE&G), the Secaucus-based
utility company that serves Ho-
boKen and most of Hudson
County, cut off the building's

gas and electricity Monday
night, the tenants said.

PSK&G officials said they
would not restore the gas and
electricity until they were cer-
tain that the sewage would not
create a potential fire hazard.

While electrical povvor was
completely restored to the
building by yesterday after-
noon, the gas remained off out
of concern for the tenants'
safety.

City officials said they
were worried that the gas me-
ter — located well beneath the
sewage — could burst and pos-
sibly cause a massive gas leak.

The outstanding arrest
warrant on the landlord, Ed-
ward Cohen, no age available,
was issued March 27 by Hobo-
ken Municipal Court Judge
Hoss D. London after Cohen
failed to appear in court on a
complaint brought by one of his
tenants, police said.

Cohen, whom police could
only identify as a Bergen Coun-
ty resident, had previously
been fined $290 for housing vio-
lations, officials said.

Deputy Fire Chief Richard
Tremitiedi, head of the Hobo-
ken Fire Department's Fire
Prevention Bureau, and other
city inspectors have examined
the building's basement and
said that the sewage can only
be disposed of by pumping it
into septic tanks, city officials
said.

Meanwhile, the 14 families
who reside in the building said
the situation has left them frus-

Jouinal photo by Stof* Litochy

Residents oi 600 Monroe St. Rosa Sandoval, right, and Gloira Sandoval stand in front of Mayor
Pasculli's apartment at 326 Willow Ave. They, ana other tenants, are demanding that they regain the

use of their gas, cold water, toilets and baths.

trated because they remain un-
able to get water from their
sinks or flush their toilets.

"We don't have a good night
last night," said Carmelo Mo-
rales, a tenant of the building
who participated in last night's
protest.

"We don't have a good night
for many nights," Morales
added.

The tenant said that, as far
as he knows, Cohen has not
personally visited the building
in at least two months

Attempts to reach Pasculli

by telephone were
unsuccessful.

The mayor was elected to a
four-year term in May after he
completed the term of former
Mayor Thomas Vezzetti, who
died March 2, 1988.

Police nab building owner
in answer to angry tenants
By

The city of Hoboken yester-
day came to the rescue of ten-
ants in a building regarded by
housing officials as one of the
worst-kept properties in town

The day began wilh the ar-
rest of Kdward Cohen J r . own-
er of an 18 unit tenement at 600
Monroe St., on a contempt of
court charge

Cohen had failed to pay
$290 in fines resulting from
housing violations dating to
last July

After the landlord's arrest,
the city's Department of Public
Works si>nt a work crew to
pump raw sewage out of the
building's basement

The sewage had been accu-
mulating in the basement for
several weeks, but as of yester-
day, it had risen to a level
which forced utility companies
to shut off gas and electricity to
the building Tenants man tied
to Mayor Patrick Pasculli's
house Tuesday night to demon-
strate their concern.

Although more than 50 ten-
ants in the building welcomed
the city's response, they re-
mained skeptical that any mu-
nicipal action would improve
their living conditions

Their distrust is a result of
what they claim has been years
of indifference on the part of
the landlord, who purchased
the property in 1986. Several

tenants, who requested ano-
nymity, said Cohen has intimi-
dated them verbally and in
writing and has exploited the
fact that many of the building's
residents don't speak English.

Earlier this year. Cohen
sent a letter to tenants notify-
ing them of his selection for
"Tenant of the Year," an award
that, tenant advocates said, was
facetiously given to further hu-
miliate residents.

The city and state have
long been aware of conditions
at 600 Monroe as well. The
problems there have been go-
ing on for years, said Chief
Housing Inspector Judo Fitz-
gibhons. shuffling through a
thick ft ' ler of inspection re-
ports on the property.

However, it didn'l take a
trained inspector yesterday to
see that conditions at 600 Mon-
roe were below standard. En-
trance doors were not secured,
garbage and construction de-
bris were piled in empty apart-
ments on the first floor and,
before city officials arrived
yesterday, raw sewage had ris-
en to the basement ceiling.

"He's a slumlord." said
Fitzgibbons. "They cry poverty
but we don't care about that.
We care that he makes that
building safe."

Cohen, a Bergen County
businessman, could not be
reached for comment. Accord-
ing to DPW director Roy Haack,

the landlord has argued that
the sewage problem is a result
of a faulty city line outside of
his building.

In recent months, the DPW
has responded to the building
several times to pump sewage
from the basement and clear
lines.

To confirm his suspicions
that the problem was with in-
ternal plumbing, Haack decid-
ed to again pump the
basement.

City inspectors have been
alerted to issue summonses
each day until plumbing re-
pairs are begun, Haack added.

Despite the city's findings,.
Cohen pleaded not guilty on a
summons issued for the sewage
problem. In addition, he
agreed to a partial payment
schedule on the outstanding
fines which ultimately led to
his arrest, along with a $250
fine for warehousing apart-
ments in the building.

Cohen must appear in
court again Monday on the sew-
age violation and on violations
at another of his properties,
407 First St.

George Guzman, the city's
Hispanic affairs coordinator,
has been investigating the situ-
ation since a tenant from the
building approached him
about finding an apartment in
subsidized housing. Guzman
said he hopes to appear at Mon-
day's hearing to persuade the
judge to handle the case firmly.

"1 have conducted an inves-
tigation and I hope the judge
will entertain my views," said
Guzman, if the city takes a
hard stand on issues like this,
other landlords that have simi-
lar conditions will think twice
before harassing tenants."

But in the long run, Guz-
man conceded that the most
the city can do is continue to
issue violations and levy fines.
Condemning the building is
also an option, he said, but it is
one that would likely leave 14
families homeless.

There's no
room in

P 0T.3~.
By Jo-Ann Moriarty

The Hoboken Housing Au-
thority has put an indefinite
freeze on new tenant applica-
tions for federally-subsidized
apartments because the admin-
istration says the 750-name
waiting list is unmanageable.

Dominick Gallo, executive
director, said that the freeze is
the result of his own judgment,
a recommendation from the
Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development and numer-
ous tenant complaints.

"With 750 names on the
waiting list and about 36 apart-
ments becoming available a
year, that list could last into the
next four decades," Gallo said.

A glaring problem, Gallo
said, is that the new tenant
point system — designed to

bring fairness to the selection
system, end speculation of po-
litical favoritism and stream-
line the procedure — also had
the capability of bypassing
longstanding names on the list.

The point system deter-
mines rank based on specific
criteria — Cor instance tenants
displaced by fire are given
preference and receive extra
points, as well as preference is
given to veterans and Hoboken
residents.

"I noticed that one intrin-
sic weakness was that you're
number two on the list, appli-
cations for 40 people with more
points could come in. then,
you're 42 on the list,'1 Gallo
said.

He said that the adminis-
See THERE'S NO — Page 11.

Upon comp

HCUA fight
escalates

Maybe Hoboken isn't a powerhouse in county politics,
but officials there are ready to take on County Executive
Robert Janiszewski, county Democratic Chairman Joseph
Panepinto and Jersey City Mayor Gerald McCann over the
directorship at the Hudson County Utilities Authority.

If you haven't been following the dispute in recent
weeks, Janiszewski is threatening to veto a three-year
contract renewal given to HCUA Executive Director
George Crimmins by the agency's commissioners.

Janiszewski s argument is that long term contracts are
poor public policy Crimmins contends such a contract is
necessary to free him from political pressures which have
plagued the HCUA from its inception.

Crimmins also questions the county executive's mo-
tives, suggesting Janiszewski might want someone more

Political
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pliable heading the contract-rich agency Janiszewski de-
nied that.

Crimmins said he was offered the job of county plan-
ning and economic development director of he would quit
the HCUA, which would seem to support his contention that
county officials have no complaints about his abilities.

With both sides arching their backs, McCann and Pane-
pinto were approached to intervene. Crimmins, Hoboken
Mayor Patrick Pasculli and their advisors wouldn't back
down. Aside from the loyalty Pasculli and Assemblyman
Bernard Kenny have for Crimmins, none of the rumored
replacements for the HCUA director are from Hoboken.

Janiszewski said he'll make one more effort to reach a
compromise. If that doesn't work, the next confrontation
will be in court, when the HCUA challenges Janiszewski's
right to veto its actions.

I

Hoboken unfazed
by NYC jail barge

' New York City will have to1»_... IN«-W »»_ _ Xnncn ,,0rt,ement.By Jo-Ann Moriarty
New York City will have to
work out a lease agreement,

New York City plans to Schwalb said,
move a floating 366-bed jail to But if anybody in Hoboken
Pier 40, across the Hudson Riv- government circles is worried
er from Hoboken's southern about the prospect of a prison
waterfront, but Hoboken offi- barge on the immediate hori-
cials aren't worried about the zon as a possible deterrent to

• -••- ivnna t̂ on future waterfront developers, no one
is saying so on the record.

"No, I am not worried at all
— unless they have Buster
Crabe in there," said Third

cials aren t worm-u «.«««. ...
structure's impact on future
development.

The floating barge was
moved earlier this week to Pier
97, across from West New York,
but it will be moved to the
location across from Hoboken
as a permanent location, a

Crabe in there, !»»,
Ward Councilman Steve Cap-
piello. referring to the swim-
ming star who once played Tar-
— ;~ H«-»Uvwood films.

location across trom num,»,,,
as a permanent location, a ming star who onw H'«J'-
spokesman for the New York zan in Hollywood films.
"'• n""'-»Hment of Correc- Hoboken and the Port Au-

thority are in the midst of draft-
ing a public partnership agree-
ment to develop 30 acres of
city-owned land along the
southern end of the city.

"1 don't see that it has any
relationship to Hoboken's wa-
terfront; when you look across
the river, you have the entire,

- -> u^,,,,tif,,i is\and of

spokesman for me nc« »*
City Department of Correc-
tions, Ruby Ryles, said
yesterday.

The floating jail is seen as
one answer to overcrowding in
New York's corrections facili-
ties. It will accommodate non-
violent inmates who are serv-
ing sentences of one year or
less for misdemeanors and are the river, you have me mmv,
enrolled in work release pro- vibrant, beautiful island of
grams, according to the correc- Manhattan in front of you,"

— i . . n , r t m o n i Schwalb said.
Paul Rotondi, chairman of

the board at Washington Sav-
ings Bank and a member of the
waterfront team who also
served during the Cappiello
administration, agreed with
those assessments and en-
dorsed the concept of the float-
ing jail.

"It is a temporary solution
to a longterm problem," he
remarked.

grams. accoiumK «
lions department.

The barge is to remain at
Pier 40 for five years, said
Lloyd Schwalb, a spokesman
for the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey, which
leases Pier 40 from the city and
the state of New York.

The bi-state agency and

There s no tionpoUcy violate, civiinjiti
Continued from Page 1 t i o n $ e ? c d e r a i probe bega
trative staff was getting heat m e M o y e no foi
STompla-nts" from tenants^ ^ H i , p a n l e and.Minor, y A
HUD is probing allegation
That the authority bypasses

jtt

lion oolicy violates civil rights.
U ° The federal probe began
soon after Nellie.Moyeno, for-
mer Hispanic and Minority At
fairs officer, wrote to HUD lasi
£ 1 on behalf of 39 people who
said they were bypassed when
?ne federally-subsidized apart-
ments were allocated.
m ~s ,„ Guzman, whom

Pasculli ap-

SSSKKireason
lion it has requested.

Doris BeausoleiL «w>
been assigned the case
firmed the regional office d
vestication but nas>
comment on iU.status.

ed by the Newar
independent of he

about w t wcn«...T. -—-. - -
his first month on the job.

In one instance, he said, a
familv has been waiting for an
S t m e n t for 13 years. He said
ne has requested a meeting
with Gallo to discuss the
Pr°TnTflousing Authority re-
fined its tenant selection poli-
cy last September to establish
'reference categories to deter-

mine the need of applicants A
computer system was installed
to process applications to elim-
inate the tenant selection
committee.



Fair's poster is drawing brickbats
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Is great ball of fire

JoAnn Moriarty

Hoboken graphic designer
Dons China is no Hugh Kilmer
but her annual River City Fair
poster is causing some contro-
versy in Mayor Patrick Pascul-
li's administration

For the 10th annual fair.
China designed a poster de-
picting a brick wall A sail boat
is visible through a hole in the
wall The message on the wall
reads: "Private Property No
Trespassing

"(I'm) not very comfortable
with the poster." said Peggy
Thomas, director of the Office
of Community Development
which sponsors the fair in con-
junction with the city and the
Hoboken Environment
Committee.

"I don't think it is repre-
sentative of our plans for the
waterfront." she said.

China. who has designed a
poster for the fair every year
for the last 10 years, said the
poster was not a comment on
Pasculli's waterfront plans but
serves more as a warning to
residents.

The River City Fair — to be
held Aug 19 and 20 from 10 am.
to dusk — was begun a decade
ago by the Hoboken Environ-
ment Committee to make the
public aware of the water-
front's value as a natural
resource.

Attitudes toward the water-
front have come full cycle in
the last 10 years, she said Once
it was abandoned and now it
holds the interest of "a lot of
greedy guys."

The mayor is negotiating
with the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey, which is
planning a 3.2-million-square-
foot commercial and residen-
tial project on the 30 acres of
city-owned land along the Hud-
son River.

"This is a valuable piece of

land that at first nobody con-
sidered worthy of their atten-
tion. To me. this (poster) is just
a warning that we have to be
careful to protect this place,'
she said.

"Before, we had to protect
it from being used as a garbage
dump. Now that people recog-
nize its value, we have to be
careful that no one takes this
away from us." she said

"If we let a lot of greedy
guys get in here, they are going
to take this river away from us
and it is really up to the mayor
and the city to prevent that
China said

While unofficial feedback
has let China know the admin-
istration was displeased with
the poster, she has received no
official word. Pasculli could
not be reached for comment.

Don Cotter, fair chairman,
said the poster depicts "the
consequences of development
and includes a warning to be
careful not to overdevelop the
waterfront.

"We are not the Chamber of
Commerce. I thought Doris was
very fair. This is not a political
statement. It is an environmen-
tal statement," Cotter said

Last year, Pasculli ordered
local artist's Hugh Kilmer's
banner taken down only one
hour after it had been strung
across Washington Street ad-
vertising the fair.

The banner depicted a
nude mermaid and nude Nep-
tune splashing about in the sea.
The banner is still in posses-
sion of the River City Fair com-
mittee but it will not be strung
across Washington Street, Cot-
ter said

Cotter said he had been
told the city's poles are too
weak to handle the banner. The
city had trouble with the poles
wheti workers hung the recy-
cling banner last year, he said.
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Mixed week
for

Yesterday was a mixed one for County Executive Rob-
ert Janiszewski. He resolved, for now. one potentially
embarrassing conflict and confronted another one that
unexpectedly arose earlier in the week.

With the willingness of Utilities Authority Director
^George Crimmins to accept a one-year contract renewal,
, instead of the three years recently granted to him by the
agency commissioners, a potentially messy and possibly
unsuccessful court case was avoided.

Janiszewski had threatened to veto the contract, but his'
veto power over the autonomous agency was questioned by
an HCUA attorney. If Janigzewski vetoed the contract but
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was overruled in court, it would have been more than
embarrassing. It would have been politically disastrous,
since the HCUA and other autonomous agencies would
then have free reign.

Regarding the veto threat, one attorney in the Janis-
zewski administration cited an old law school admonition
to prospective lawyers, to wit, "Never ask a question to
which you don't already know the answer."

The HCUA dispute wasn't resolved until some other
powerful county political figures intervened, and there
may be some residual hard feelings on the part of leaders
from Hoboken — Crimmins' home — about being ganged up

Since the HCUA relies almost entirely on federal
funding, maybe the U.S. Attorney's Office also should have
been asked to get involved. Maybe it will, at least to find out
why everyone else is so interested in the director's
contract.

Yesterday's resignation of Paul Swibinski as Hudson
County public information director was something observ-
ers felt was coming for a while.

While Swibinski's unthinking statement earlier this
week about the death of an inmate at the county jail was
what prompted county officials to pull the trigger on him,
the gun was loaded for some time.

Some top county officials felt Swibinski's outside con-
tracts were taking too much attention from his obligations
to Janiszewski. for which he was getting $48,000 a year.

•
Dr. Walter McCarroll. assistant commissioner for coun-

ty and regional services Tor the state Department of Educa-
tion, wants to clarify the status of the Union City and
Hoboken public school systems.

In reporting about a judge's recommendation that the
state proceed with its takeover of Jersey City public
schools, we mentioned Hoboken and Union City are also
prime state targets

Not necessarily so. said McCarroll. While the Union
City and Hoboken systems have serious problems and are
being closely monitored by the state, he explained there's a
big jump to a comprehensive compliance investigation,
which is what Jersey City just went through.

In fact, said McCarroll, Hoboken is moving steadily
away from the takeover brink. "Hoboken is making pretty
good progress at this point," he said. The next Union City
evaluation is due later this month.

PRIVATE PROPERTY
No Trespassing

Explosion rattles
plant in Hoboken

photo by B.ll Bayer

This i t the poster that is causing a stir in Hoboken.

Housing ordinance in dispute
Continued from Page 1
conditions, prove that an af-
fordable housing ordinance is
needed, he said.

"The law should stand un-
til the courts suspend it. I don't
understand their ideas or mo-
tives, unless this is a political
payback," Delia Pave said.

The construction indus-
try's litigation against afford-
able housing ordinance con-
cerned mostly suburban
communities in the state and
those ordinances were not
identical to the one adopted by
Hoboken, noted First Ward
Councilman Thomas Newman.

Peggy Thomas, director of
the Community Development
Agency, said that the CDA is
committed to creating afford-
able housing "whether it is
through ordinances or other
programs."

The affordable housing or-
dinance requires that develop-
ers build one unit of affordable
housing for every 10 units or
they must contribute an in-kind
donation of five percent of the
unit cost.

Waterfront developers are

required to set aside 15 per-
cent of their projects for af-
fordable housing. Rehabilitat-
ed buildings with 10 units or
fewer are exempt from the law,

While Thomas notes that
the affordable housing ordi-
nance has not created one unit
of affordable housing, Delia
Fave argues that development
as a whole has been at a
standstill.

With the city's plans to
build a few thousand housing
units on the waterfront, Delia ,
Fave said, the ordinance would *
create nearly 300 affordable
apartments.

But the city doesn't plan to
apply the affordable housing to
the waterfront property, said
Thomas. Instead, $32 million in
revenue the city expects to re-
ceive from the waterfront de-
velopment will be earmarked
to build affordable housing,
she said.

The city can skirt its own
laws by declaring the water-
front land blighted and desig-
nating it a redevelopment area,
said Delia Fave and Newman.

"The affordable housing

Housing ordinance
may be suspended
pending court test
By Jo-Ann Moriarty

Hoboken Mayor Patrick
Pasculli's administration is
recommending that the city
suspend its hard-fought-for af-
fordable housing ordinance
until the judicial system deter-
mines the local law's validity.

But the recommendation is
not being embraced by the City
Council, not even by members
who were key campaign insid-
ers to Pasculli or by his three
council running mates in the
recent municipal election.

Fourth Ward Councilman
Edwin Duroy, who aggressively
cultivated the Hispanic vote
for Pasculli in the Fourth
Ward, said that the city should
have another ordinance imme-
diately on hand to replace the
existing affordable housing or-
dinance if the courts rule it
illegal.

"I think it is incumbent
upon the city to come in with a
new plan. If we are going to
suspend this ordinance, I
would be disappointed if the

council moved without having
an alternative to submit imme-
diately," Duroy said.

City Council President E.
Norman Wilson said he wanted
to hear the administration's
reasoning for suspending the
ordinance. If it is legally inva-
lid, the ordinance could be "re-
defined, reworded or amend-
ed," he said.

The ordinance to suspend
the existing affordable housing
law was sent to the City Clerk's
Office for consideration at to-
morrow's City Council meeting
by the Law Department just
before the weekend.

The New Jersey Builders'
Association has filed a lawsuit
against the city and similar or-
dinances were ruled invalid by
the state appeals court, said
Law Director Eugene O'Con-
nell yesterday.

"I don't think we should
spend a lot of money on this
legal battle. The law is so un-
settled that it doesn't make
sense to try to defend this ordi-
nance when legal experts are
really not clear if any part of
the ordinance is enforceable,"
O'Connell said.

Pasculli could not be
reached for comment.

Suspending the local iaw is
extremely offensive at this
time in light of the city's freeze
on accepting applications for
public housing because of the
long waiting list, said Second
Ward Councilman Joseph Del-
la Fave, who co-wrote the af-
fordable housing law.

That moratorium, coupled
with more than a dozen tenants
picketing Pasculli's residence
last week over bad housing

ordinance extends to the wa-
terfront, unless we blight it.
Then we can do what we want,"
Newman said.

But before the city votes to
blight the area, "we should give
a full public statement on our
policy and intentions," said
Delia Fave.

However, Delia Fave
doubts the $32 million will ac-
tually be used for affordable
housing. Instead, the money
will go elsewhere, he
speculated.

Bricks, soot
rain on area
•y «EB A8TI AN DELI A
The Hudson Dispatch <g

HOBOKEN-A smokestack at
the Maxwell House Coffee plant
exploded in a fireball and partial-
ly collapsed yesterday. Fire De-
partment officials said.

The explosion rattled city resi-
dents and hurled hundreds of
pounds of bricks and soot dozens
of yards away over a parking lot
and Frank Sinatra Drive. No one
was injured, but the windshield of
a nearby 1977 Corvette was
smashed by a flying brick, fire
officials said.

City ofPcials and construction
workers were still on the scene
late last night, demolishing the
300-foot-high sou thern
smokestack with a crane, a Fire
Department spokesman said. The
smokestack, one of two at the
plant, was severely damaged and
in danger of collapsing onto the
building and an electrical substa-
tion.

Enough steam and dust ac-
cumulated inside the southern
smokestack during the two weeks
it had been shut off to cause it to
explode loud enough to be heard
a mile away, said George
Murphy, plant external affairs
manager.

Meanwhile, area residents
were rocked by the explosion.
Windows rattled on businesses on
Washington Street.

* * *

"I WAS walking across the
street and I heard the explosion
and felt a warm breeze hit me,"
said Hector Reyes Jr., whose
father Hector Sr. owns Price King
liquor store at 1100 Washington
St., a block away from the plant.

The smokestack emits steam
from a boiler used to process cof-
fee, Murphy said. He said the
plant had been closed for two
weeks for employee vacations.

The explosion, which occurred
at 4:10 p.m., was followed by a
fireball that exposed the interior
of the 300-foot high smokestack,
but which eventually ext-
inguished itself.

A truckdriver who parked his
rig 100 feet atross from the
smokestack outside the plant on
Frank Sinatra Drive was awak-
ened by the explosion.

"I woke up once when I heard a
loud noise and felt the truck rock

The 300-foot southern smokestack at the Maxwell House Division
of General Food* Corp. in Hoboken erupted in a fireball yesterday.
Workers at the coffee plant were evacuated as bricks were hurled
across Frank Sinatra Drive. A crane later demolished the stack,
which was in danger of collapsing. DON MCCOY THE HUDSON DISPATCH

back and forth," said 22 year-old
Ross Martin of Portland, Ore. "I
got up again when I heard some
fire trucks come, and I looked and
saw flames shooting out of the
side of the smokestack."

More than 200 workers were
evacuated from the plant, which
was shut down immediately.
Murphy was not sure last night
whether the plant could be open-
ed today.

* • *

"IF WE can remove the stack
without causing any additional
damage, we could be open tomor-
row," Murphy said.

PSE&G workers shut off power
at a 26,400-volt electrical substa-

tion beneath the smokestacks,
spokesman Neil Brown said. The
substation, which was not dam-
aged by any falling bricks,
provides power to the plant.

Both firefighters and police of-
ficers responded to the scene and
closed Frank Sinatra Drive to
traffic for an hour, rerouting ve-
hicles.

Worker Michael Lisi turned
the switch on Boiler 4 which
caused the explosion in the
smokestack. Lisi was covered
with soot from the explosion, but
escaped uninjured.

"I just hit the switch and
boom!" he said. "I guess we wer»
lucky."

Tenement's future weighed
u i '•.-«.. .u- a n t s h a v e r e m a ined in the The building, co-owned b\
By James fcfstatniou <v<._<-r_o<Gbuilding throughout the Nat Cohen and his son, Ed

City officials said yester-
day that only stopgap measures
had been taken to correct a
health hazard in a Hoboken
tenement and, although tempo-
rarily on hold, plans for the city
to intervene in the situation
remain under consideration.

An ongoing plumbing prob-
lem which has caused raw sew-
age to collect in the basement
of an 18-unit building at 600
Monroe St. reached new pro-
portions earlier in the week
when rising sewage prompted
PSE&G workers to turn off gas
and electric service.

A health emergency was
declared at the site Thursday
by health officer Patricia Mit-
ten who was concerned over
disease due to the sewage. Ten-

/ episode.
Although officials reported

that sewage lines had been
cleared and that some work
had been done on a line, the
extent of repairs did not justify
lifting the emergency
declaration.

Following the emergency
declaration, officials made
preparations to bring in a
plumber, affect repairs and put
a lien on the building to recov-
er the eost. Those plans remain
on hold.

"As far as I can see the
amount of sewage is down,
however the place really needs
a good cleaning," said Mitten.
"If the problem is resolved,
then we classify it as abated. I
don't feel that its been abated."

The building, co-owned by
Nat Cohen and his son, Ed-
ward, has a long history or
housing code violations, ac-
cording to housing officials.
The owners said that their in-
vestment into the property has
drained them financially and
that the sewage problem may
be the result of a faulty city
line.

RETIRE
CONTINUED FROM PAGR 1
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job, I would step down immedi-
ately," said Houn, a 41-year vet-
eran of the department. "Age is a
relative thing."

James H. Segreto, the attorney
who represented Houn and six
other fire officials — including a
Jersey City deputy fire chief, 65-
year-old George Gray — said he
would meet with his clients next
week and decide whether to ap-
peal to the U.S. Supreme Court.

"We're not ready to accept that
the New Jersey Supreme Court
should have the final word on the
subject," Segreto said, speaking
by telephone from his Haledon
office in Passaic County. "If it's
not appealed, every fireman and
every policeman over 65 will
have to step down, regardless of
their rank.'

The ruling would also affect
Hoboken Police Chief George W.
Crimmins Sr., 66, a 43-year vet-
eran of the force. Crimmins could
not be reached for comment.

In their legal battle, the chiefs
and supervisors claimed that, be-
cause they did not perform
strenuous front-line duties, they
should not be held to the same
mandatory retirement age as
field officers and firefighters.

Congress passed legislation in
1986 that made 70 the youngest
age at which state and local gov-
ernments could force their em-
ployees to retire. But it made an
exception for safety personnel,
saying they could still be held to
mandatory retirement at 65.

The chiefs contended, however,
that Congress made that excep-
tion only for those in the front

lines.
The state's high court dis-

agreed. In overturning an Ap-
pellate Division ruling in favor of
the chiefs, it said mandatory re-
tirement at 65 applied to every-
one.

"The history," wrote Supreme
Court Justice Stewart G. Pollock,
"demonstrates that Congress in-
tended to give states and lo-
calities flexibility to require the
mandatory retirement of their
employees."

Chief Justice Robert N.
Wilentz and Justices Robert L.
Clifford, Alan B. Handler, Daniel
J. O'Hern, Marie L. Garibaldi
and Gary S. Stein joined in
Pollock's opinion.

State pension director Douglas
Forrester said the ruling clears
the way for a quick retirement of
those who filed suit, although he
did not know precisely how long
that would take.

"This should be the end of the
road, fortunately," Forrester
said. "These are individuals who
should have retired, some of
them, two years ago."

John McLaughhn, 65, Jersey
City Fire Department director,
said he would not be affected by
the court ruling because he holds
a city administration job.
McLaughlin said that in addition
to Gray, the department would
lose nine other top officers during
the next 2% years if supervisors
were forced to retire at 65.

"They would be sorely missed,"
said McLaughlin. "They are the
officers who are most experienced
and you can't buy that."

Appeal weighed

Court:
Retire
at 65
Cops, firefighters
hit with new ruling
By JON. THANBRINCKMAN
The Hudson Dispatch *(S -%*/

Hoboken's police and fire
chiefs, along with other top public
safety officials in Hudson Coun-
ty, would be forced to retire under
a ruling handed down yesterday
by the state Supreme Court.

• The unani-
mous de-
cision, which
reverses an
earlier de-
cision by the
A p p e l l a t e
Division of
state Su-
perior Court,
upholds man-
datory retire-

CRIMMINS ment at age
65 as ordered by the Police and
Firefighter's Retirement System
and Public Employees Retire-
ment System.

The retirement systems argued
that administrative officers
should, like like their colleagues
in the field, be required to retire
at 65.

Hoboken Fire Chief James
Houn, who is among the superior
o?:«*rs who took the retirement
systems to court, said yesterday
that he would continue to battle
for his job. Houn is 68.

"If I didn't think I could do the

Please see RETIRE Page 12



Hoboken council's aqenda
has promise for long night
By J»-ABB Merutrty

The Hoboken City Council
tonight will face a lengthy

- >d with controver-
aluding proposals

to suspend the* affordable hous-
ing ordinance, change the
elected school board to mayor-
al appointments and replace
the chairman of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment. The
meeting begins at 7

The council will consider
72 agenda items as well as hold
several public hearings, in-
cluding changing the table of
organizations in both the po-
lice and fire departments.

Robert Drasheff. assistant
city clerk, expects the meeting
will continue well after mid-
night but Business Administra-
tor Edwin Chius said that the
agenda may be long but it is not
record-breaking.

While it may not be the
longest agenda in the city's his-
tory, it may be one of the most
controversial unless some of
the items are pulled during the
council caucus which convenes
an hour before the regular
meeting.

The Law Department is
recommending that the city
suspend its affordable housing
ordinance, a suggestion that is
drawing sharp criticism from
Councilmen Joseph Delia Fave
and Thomas Newman as well
as some politically aligned
with Mayor Patrick Pasculli,
such as Fourth Ward Council-
man Edwin Duroy. The only
council member to embrace
the recommendation so far is
Third Ward Councilman Steve
Cappiello, who said yesterday
that the local law deters
development.

There is also an item to
place on the November ballot a
referendum asking voters if
they want the Board of Educa-
tion, now an elected board, to
be elected by the public or ap-
pointed by the mayor.

That proposal is getting
support from both Pasculli crit-
ics on the City Council as well
as by Board of Education
trustees.

Delia Fave, who chal-
lenged. Pasculli in the May
mayoral race, said that he be-
lieved the board should be ap-
pointed by the mayor so that
the city's chief executive offi-
cer would then be accountable
to the public on issues of school
spending and quality of
education.

Newman. Duroy. Cappiello
and City Council president E.
Norman Wilsom agree with
that position.

Mario Mercado. president
of the school board who is po-
litically aligned with Pasculli.
concurred. And both Gerald
Costa, a reform candidate who
ran against machine politics,
and Otto Hottendorf, who ran
as an independent in the last
election against Pasculli's
slate of school board candi-
dates, agree that the board
should be appointed by the
mayor.

"I think the mayor should
be held accountable to the
quality of education. If people*
are unhappy with the quality
then they should take that is-
sue to the city government and
change the mayor," Costa said
yesterday.

"While elected boards give
reform-minded people not con-
nected to the machine an op-
portunity to serve and perhaps
change the system, they are of-
ten frustrated because they
don't have enough power to
make a difference," he added

The reason for indepen-
dent candidates lack of power,
Costa said, is that the turnout
for school election is usually
low and the majority of the
winners tend to be connected
with machine politics.

Costa recognized that he
and Hottendorf caused a pub-
lic stir recently when the

Board of Education voted on a
teachers' contract that was not
on the public agenda The
school board subsequently re-
scinded its vote.

"I guess the chances of
(having) whistleblowers will
decrease and it will force ev-
eryone in the city to get more
involved — they will have to
start going to meetings The
truth is is that the people in
City Hall ultimately control
what's going on," Costa said

Cappiello said that before
the question is placed on the
ballot, the administration
should make some kind of

statement on what kind of
board members will be ap-
pointed. We need to know if
they will be diversified or
whether they will be subservi-
ent to the mayor."

Cappiello noted that ' i t is
always good to get the opposite
viewpoint" and that there was
a place on the board for "an
Otto Hottendorf and a Gerry
Costa."

The City Council needs to
make appointments to the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment and
Wilson submitted the name of.
Theresa Castellano, a former
member of the Historic District
Commission, to replace the
board's existing chairman, Joel
Freiser, appointed three years
ago who has served as chair-
man for the last two years.

Pasculli has also informed
the council, of his appointment
or Angel Alicea, Jr to the Ho-
boken Housing Authority to re-
place Felix Kivera, who re-
signed last month

Hoboken police promotions
may be running out of time
By James Kfstathiou

Hoboken police officers
stuck on a promotion list since
1986, may remain there a little
longer despite a proposal be-
Fore the City Council to make
room for more police brass.

Legislation to amend an ex-
isting table of organization for
the police division has been
before the council several
times in the past year but has
yet to be moved for a final vote.
The measure is scheduled for a
public hearing tonight, along
with a similar ordinance to al-
low for the addition of two dep-
uty fire chiefs.

On the surface, the issue is
one of cost effectiveness. In the
police department, where
there is one superior officer for
every 2.23 patrolmen, critics
have questioned spending
more to lower that ratio to one
superior for every 1.71
patrolmen.

But beneath the economic
questions are concerns about
morale in the department.
Years of political interference
have created limited opportu-
nities lor advancement for vet-
erans and new recruits alike.

"Some fellows have been
•on a list a longtime." said May-
or Patrick Pasculli referring to
state1 Department of Personnel
promotion lists which have
been virtually frozen for three
years. "That creates morale

"problems."
Despite his concern for

those officers. Pasculli said he
would like recommendations
Jjrom both the police and fire

chief to determine whether or
not the new positions arc justi-
fied before throwing his sup-
port to the measure.

The lists, which rank appli-
cants for promotions based on
test scores, have a finite life-
span. The existing lists for cap-
tain and lieutenant have al-
ready been extended for one
year and expire in January
One request for an extension of
the sergeant's list, set to expire
in November, has been
rejected

Within the department, of-
ficers eager for a vote simply to
see where the council stands
find irony in the fact that the
city continues to request exten-
sions while tailing to amend
the table to permit the
promotions

Council President E. Nor-
man Wilson said there has
been too little discussion by
council members on the pro-
posal in the past Wilson said
he would back the amendments
if a series of conditions which
he plans to propose tonight on
are tied into the ordinance.
Wilson declined to detail what
those conditions may be.

The table of organization
was reintroduced in 1986 after
several years of dormancy. The
goal was to control promotions
within each division out of a
concern that there was excess
brass within the ranks.

The plan was to reach
those levels through attrition
In 1987, the fire department
table was amended to increase
the number of deputy chiefs
from five to seven. The prop<V

al now before the council
would raise that number to
nine.

The police amendment
calls for four more captains,
three more lieutenants and
seven more sergeants. The cost
to the city in the current fiscal
year to fill those positions
would be $39,821 for police and
$28,18(5 for fire, according to
business administrator Edwin
Chius.

"I just don't think its fiscal-
ly responsible." said Council-
man Thomas Newman. Al-
though sympathetic to the
plight of those stuck on the
lists, Newman maintains that
its unfair to pass the added
costs to taxpayers. "It's been a
longstanding problem and now
we're paying for it."

But the proposals have not
been negatively received by
the entire council. The former
mayor and police officer, Coun-
cilman Steve Cappiello said it
is important to reward those
who do good work.

Councilman Edwin Duroy,
sponsor of the police amend-
ment, said the economic im-
pact would be minimal when
compared to the loss of morale
on the part of those languishing
on promotion lists.

"Its an opportunity to give
a ray of hope, not only to those
veterans on the list, but to the
younger firemen and police-
men," said Duroy. "Realistical-
ly we cannot appoint every-
body on the list, but to a least
appoint some of them will give
hope in the future."

Hoboken to vote
on school posts
Continued from Page 1
• appointed James Caulfield
municipal engineer for a fee of
$65 per hour not to exceed
$35,000 a year Caulfield is to
provide technical assistance to
the Mayor's Waterfront Negoti-
ating Committee in their deal-
ings with the Port Authority

The resolution on the
change to an appointed school
board was embraced unani-
mously by the council, as it was
by all mayoral candidates in

I the May municipal election.
The need to cut down on the
number of city elections and to
make one person accountable
for the school board led to the
proposal.

Pasculli's rrnt board ap-
pointments, on the other hand,
did not gain such widespread
acceptance. The new rent
board consists of prior appoin-
tees Alfred Avitable. Michael
Mastropasqua and Thomas
Vernaglia and new comers An-
thony Federico, Robert Gold-
sack. Frank Gullo and Lisa
McLaughlin.

While not commenting on

the character or abilities of
those chosen, outgoing board
vice chairman Ira Karasick
said that representation by a
tenant in a rent controlled
building is essential.

That opinion was shared by
Councilman Thomas Newman
who, along with Councilman
Joseph Delia Fave. voted
against the appointments.

"If you were a tenant and
you brought something to the
rent control board and you saw
there was no one in your cir-
cumstances. I think it would
undermine some of the credi-
bility the board should have,"
Newman said

Councilwoman Lourdes
Arroyo who served as rent con-
trol officer for four years, re-
jected Newman's argument
pointing out that all rent board
decisions are reviewed by a
Superior Court judge and the
rent board's attorney Both Ar-
royo and councilman David
Roberts said that fair-minded
people, even if they don't live
in rent controlled situations,
would serve the board well.

landlord, tenants \ City takes over
exchange charges
By J»-AIUI Mtriarty

About 50 Park Avenue ten-
ants yesterday crowded the Ho-
boken Municipal Court to pro-
test what they see as
harassment on the part of their
building superintendent. Dan-
iel T. Lourenco

Lourenco, 29. was arrested
and charged with harassment
last month after tenant Vashnu
Patel, of 815 Park Ave.. com-
plained that the building su-
perintendent struck his win-
dow and put him in fear.

The case was continued to
Sept 14 Patel could not be
reached for comment.

However, Hoboken devel-
oper Murray Connell. who
owns the nine buildings at 805-
815 Park Ave.. described the
complaint against the building
superintendent as harassment.

There is tension between
the tenants and the superinten-
dent, Connell said, who noted
he is in the process of selling
the buildings as condominiums

or apartment buildings.
He said he had made "sev-

eral handshake deals" with the
tenants but they later reneged
on any sale agreements

"The tenants are beiog ri-
diculous. This is a harassment
ploy They hope to buy the
buildings cheap and they are
trying to devalue them through
vandalism and harassment."
Connell said.

A total of 90 units are up for
sale, he said

The rents are now about
$140 monthly and he has been
trying to secure rent increases,
he said.

Connell defended the su-
perintendent, saying that Lou-
renco was unable to enter the
building because the tenants
were blocking the door

Patel filed a complaint
charge after Lourenco took a
photograph showing that he
could not gain entry to the
building, Connell said.

"Some of these tenants own
millions of dollars worth of

property in surrounding com
munities," Connell said.

"They drop garbage out of
the upper floors In the yard in
back, we cleared out diapers
that were two feet deep They
take the batteries out of the
smoke alarms and they tried to
break the new locks we put in,"
Connell said.

"It is a very difficult build-
ing to manage," he added.

tenement to make
needed repairs
By James Klstathiuu

As Hoboken stepped up its
efforts to remedy w hat officials
termed intolerable" living
conditions in a neglected tene-
ment, the landlord pleaded for
leniency because of what he
described as an investment
nightmare

While housing officials
have been aware of the prob-
lems at an 18-unit apartment at
b00 Monroe St for years, the
situation has now drawn the
attention of other government
agencies. The Department of
Health declared an emergency
yesterday based on the land
lord's failure in correcting a
plumbing problem which has
resulted in raw sewage collect-
ing in the basement

The emergency w ill enable
the Department of Public
Works to repair the plum-
hing.The city will place a lien
to cover the cost of repairs,
according to Law Director Eu
gene O Connell.

"We declared an emergen-
cy there so the city could do the
repairs." said health officer
Patricia Mitten. "It's a hazard
to the people that are m that
building. They are in jeopardy
because of the backup of
sewage."

The city's intervention
came in a week which saw one
of the owners arrested for fail-
ure to pay fines on another

Maxwell House smokestack
coming down^brjek by brick

I * " * V -'' P :..,,.„£,•.••, ......,.n.,w..<$ w« f a . -r%
By Jo-Ann Moiiarly

Workers yesterday began
dismantling the 192-foot dou-
ble-wall smokestack at the
Maxwell House coffee plant
that was damaged in an ex-
plosion two days ago.

The plunt. which has
three production shifts, was
closed yesterday because ol
the explosion and is expect-
ed to remain closed today,
according to workers.

The explosion "is still
under investigation." said
Richard Tremitiedi. chief ol
investigations for the fire
department

Insurance representa-
tives, an official from the Bu-
reau ol Alcohol. Tobacco and
Firearms, as well as the Hud-
son County arson squad were
on hand yesterday to inspect
the smokestack.

The plant had no power
and only one telephone line.
Workers tried throughout the
day to get through to learn
whether they had to report to
work, they said.

Many workers who live
outside the city reported for
work and later left.

The blast occurred as en-
gineers attempted to start up
a boiler used to generate
steam for the factory's in-
stant coffee production pro-
cess. The plant had been
closed for two weeks for the
annual vacation break and
two-week maintenance
program.

Directly below the
smokestack is the plant's new
$2 5 million transformer,
which supplies power to the
facility. As of yesterday,
workers were dismantling
the smokestack by hand to
avoid damaging the trans-
former. Tremitiedi said.

It is still not known how
long the plant will remain
shut

Rrick bv brick workers begin dismantling a smokestack
at Hoboken's Maxwell House coHee plant.

lournol photo by Scott Lituchy

property in the city. The day
Kdward Cohen was taken into
custody, sewage had risen to
the basement ceiling prompt-
ing utility companies to tempo-
rarily shut off gas and electric
service to more than 50 tenants.

In addition. Mayor Patrick
Pasculli has taken an interest
in the tenants' plight after sev-
eral residents marched to his
home Tuesday evening toplead
for assistance. Pasculli visited
the building Wednesday eve-
ning in an attempt to reassure
tenants that the city had not
forgotten them.

Although co-owner Nat Co-
hen. Edward's father, admitted
that the building needs work,
yesterday's response by the
city came as a surprise.

"I'm not sure whether they
should be doing that, but
there's nothing I can do." said
Cohen alter learning of the
city's intentions to a fleet re-
pairs and place a lien on the
building I can't blame every-
one for being angry because
this condition is horrible."

The property, which Cohen
purchased in 1986 along with
his son, is regarded as one of
the worst-kept tenements in
the city by housing officials
The building has a history of
violations dating back several
years.

However, repeated sum-
monses and subsequent court
appearances on violations
ranging from warehousing
apartments to sewage in the
basement have failed to bring
about improvements. Earlier
in the week when rising sewage
in the basement forced a shut-
down of utility service, the city
decided to step in.

"They keep giving us sum-
monses and we spend most of
our time in court instead of
fixing the building," said Co-
hen, who claimed he has sunk
his life savings into the apart-
ment "We ran out of money. We
just haven't had the money to
invest in fast repairs there."

Cohen said the city's deci-
sion to fix the plumbing and
forward the bill might be pre-
mature until the exact cause of
the sewage backup is deter-
mined. While plumbing in the
basement needs work, part of
the problem may lie with im-
properly maintained sewage
catch basins on the street, Co-
hen said.

But public works officials
discount that theory since they
say no other buildings in the
area have been affected.

Focus on the situation has
uncovered other apparent ir-
regularities in the Cohen's
management of the building.
Several tenants have request-
ed legal rent calculations to
determine if they have been
overcharged. In one case, a ten-
ant was found to have been
over charged $222 per month,
according to the rent officials.

In addition, the Cohens
owe the city $6,614.21 in back
water and sewage fees and
have failed to register the rents
they are charging with the of-
fice of the City Clerk as re-
quired by the city's rent control
law.

"There's no way you can
handle these people in a
straighl-away manner because
they'll just stick it to you," said
Cohen who blames rent control
for his failure to properly
maintain the building.

Cohen said he purchased
the building knowing it had a
history of housing violations
with the intent of fixing it up
and selling out. However the
property required more work
than he anticipated. The build-
ing is up for sale but has gener-
ated little interest, he added.

Cohen is scheduled at ap-
pear in Municipal Court Mon-
day on housing violations at the
building and another property
at 407 First St.

Hoboken mulls appointing school board
Kv IsniAC MTwci fkfl*« AH I _.._I : • * - • . • < • • . w • . . . . . . . r \ i / i — - n .»» .By James Efstathiou

Come November, Hoboken
residents may have one less
election to contend with. Last
night, the City Councils voted
to put a referendum on the bal-
lot on whether school board
trustees should be elected or
appointed.

In addition, a majority of
the council approved Mayor
Patrick Pasculli's appoint-
ments to the Hoboken Rent

Leveling and Stabilization
Board. Minority members of
the council voted against the
appointments, claiming no one
on the seven-member board
lives in a home or apartment
subject to rent control.

But at a meeting that prom-
ised to drag on through the
night thanks to an agenda
packed with controversial pro-
posals, what the council did not
do was almost as noteworthy as
what it accomplished.

A resolution to suspend the
city's affordable housing ordi-
nance was withdrawn by law-
director Eugene O'Connell who
said he wanted 60 days to re-
view the law and come up with
amendments to make it com-
patible with state statutes. The
ordinance, which requires de-
velopers to set aside a percent-
age of new construction as af-
fordable units or make
contributions to a housing
fund, is flawed, according to

O'Connell, and has been chal-
lenged in court. However, be-
fore scrapping it tfee city
should look to make it legally
defendable, he added.

Likewise, measures to
amend the police and fire table
of organizations were tabled
until the next council meeting.
O'Connell, who also serves as
director of Public Safety said
that further research was re-
quired on a new job title pro-
posed for the police depart-

ment The changes would have
made room at the top of each
department for more superior
officers.

Finally, the council put off
filling the seat of Zoning Board
of Adjustment chairman Joel
Freiser whose term expired
last December. The names of
two nominees for the position
were referred to council
committee.

It was unclear whether any
of the three aforementioned

items would have carried the
will of the council had they
come to a vote.

In other action
• the council appointed Awilda
Htzsimmons as a Hoboken

er to till the unexpired term of
Richard England who left of-
fice to assume a Citv Council
seat. England's tern? Spares
U e C ' l > 1993.

See HOBOKEN _ Page j *



[Sewage plant sale
nears completion

The city of Hoboken has
approved a measure setting in
motion the -ak- of its sewage
treatment ».»iks to the Hobo-
ken-Weehawken Union City
Sewage Authority lor
S8 545 £85

" Officials say they hope the
deal can be closed by the end of
the month If so. the authority
would move one step closer to
assuming full responsibility for
operations of the plant and its
mandated upgrade

Another hurdle en route to
that goal could be cleared to-
day when the Union City Board
of Commissioners meets to con-
sider adopting a sewage ser-

agreement with the au-
Hoboken and

vice
thority. Hobok
Weehawken have already

adopted similar agreements.
With Union City on board,

the authority would be able to
market up to $125 million in
bonds to finance day-to-day op-
erations of the plant and an
estimated $95 million federally
mandated upgrade. Union City
has tabled the measure several
times in recent months, but is
now expected to approve the
agreement, according to Com-
missioner Bruce Walter, who
also sits on the authority.

"I think the time for pro-
crastination has ended and I
don't want to be in a position to
jeopardize a $35 million grant,"
Walter said, referring to a U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency grant for the upgrade.

While the developments

See SEW ACE — Page 8.

Sewage^lantlote Dell'Aquila dispute settled out of court
W • ... _ . &-J' •...'.' J the waazrfn* «HUd h « « rfooe thi« a long his toby««.

Developer's
lots to go

ock
By Bill Campbell

Two years ago, Hoboken
developer Patrick Reynolds
stunned local real estate ob-
servers when he received a $4.5
million loan to buy seven
downtown properties as part of
an ambitious, but risky, condo-
minium development.

Now, the lender, BRT Real-
ty Trust, is foreclosing on the
once high-flying developer and
the prime parcels of land are to
be sold off at a sheriffs auction
next week.

Neither Reynolds nor
BRT's attorney was available
to comment on the foreclosure
yesterday, but the action was
not unexpected Reynolds
closed his real estate business
last summer shortly after he
was indicted on fraud charges
stemming from another unsuc-
cessful condominium project.

Most of Reynolds' other
projects were foreclosed on, in-
cluding the Hotel Victor, which
was sold at auction last year for
about half the price Reynolds
paid.

The most recent foreclo-
sure involves an assemblage of
seven properties — 213 Newark
St., 76-84 Garden St.. 67-69 Park
Ave., and 71-75 Park Ave. —
which Reynolds planned to
clear and use to construct a 16-
story condominium project.

The $12 million project, to
be called Park Plaza, was pre-
sented to the Hoboken Board of
Adjustment in 1985, but was
withdrawn while Reynolds ob-
tained financing.

On June 17, 1987, BRT. a
Massachusetts trust with of-
fices in Manhattan, granted
Reynolds a $4.5 million mort-
gage. The 46-page document in-
cluded provisions for a five
cent pel" dollar penalty for late
charges as well as an annual
default rate of 24.5 percent

Reynolds later obtained a
$3 2 million second mortgage
on the properties from the
Koda Group.

A source familiar with the
project said Reynolds stopped
paying principal and interest
on the original loan within
months after he closed on the
deal. According to court pa-
pers, Reynolds currently owes
BRT more than $6.2 million in
principal and interest.

The parcels, located be-
tween Newark Street and Ob-
server Highway, house a vacant
gas station, empty buildings
and vacant lots.

Besides Reynolds, who is
still facing fraud charges, Koda
Group, Strategic Resources
and In-Home Delivery Service
are also named as defendants.

The sheriffs auction is
scheduled for next Thursday at
2 p.m. at the county Adminis-
tration Building, 595 Newark
Ave., Jersey City

ttmm Page i
bring the authority that much
«. !<>Ntr to a full takeover of the
plant which for >•«>••"•>. ^as
failed to properly trt. <•
from the three munu~i}>auiiv;>.
other obstacles remain.

First, there was an appeal
filed by a contractor whose low
bid for part of the upgrading
job was rejected by a Hudson
County Utilities Authority bid
protest committee The bids
are now being reviewed by the
EPA. The HCUA is the admin-
istrative agency for all treat-
ment plants in the county.

The EPA is expected to
render a 'decision on the bids
by Labor Day

Until then, an administra-
tive order by the EPA spelling
out what the authority must do
to comply with the federal
Clean Water Act and when
those goals must be reached
remains on hold Once it is
signed, the EPA order will bind
the authority to meet the feder-
al requirements.

Secondly, the authority has
yet to conclude negotiations
with the Union City-Weehaw-
ken Trunk Sewer Board for the
purchase of adjoining sewage
systems in those towns. And,
although the Hoboken City
Council approved terms of the
sale on first reading, the ordi-
nance must be aired at a public
hearing and moved for a final
vote.

Negotiations on a price for
the Hoboken plant ended earli-
er in the week when city Busi-

n e u Administrator Edwin
Chins and a representative
from the authority's financial
adviser came to terms on a fig-
ure. The agreement includes
the property on which the plant
sits, the plant itself, all connec-
tions beyond primary regula-
tors and easements for sewage
lines through the city.

In a key element of the
agreement, the authority
agreed to bear the cost of
cleaning up all hazardous
wastes from the site, a federal
requirement before construc-
tion can begin. While no esti-
mates on the cleanup costs
were available, the site is be-
lieved to be badly
contaminated.

According to Chius, the city
will receive a $2,050,000 cash
payment in the current fiscal
year when the deal is closed.
Hoboken will also get compen-
sation for the cost of treating
sewage since the authority was
formed last summer.

Finally, the authority will
pay off approximately $3.3 mil-
lion in debt the city owes on the
facility The authority will pay
off those bonds as they come
due to take advantage of low
interest on notes that date to
the 1950s.

Union City's delay in taking
action on the service agree-
ment had frustrated authority
commissioners from Hoboken
and Weehawken because, with-
out Union City's participation,
the agency's financing re-
mained on hold.

by J > A M Nariarty

There will be no messy
courtroom scene between Ho-
boken waterfront developer
Anthony Dell'Aquila and his
ex-partner. Murray Connell.
who filed suit last year after
the two ended their business
relationship

Instead, Dell'Aquila, who
owns about 90 acres of water-
front land, and Connell, 3 lota!
contractor, have agreed to an
utit-of-court settlement. Its
terms are confidential, but it
appears that it will open the
door to a possible sale and de-

vc: _ <A the
property.

Dell'Aquila referred all
questions about the agreement
to his attorney

"The former partners bur-
ied the hatchet," said the attor-
ney. Paul DeFilippo. of
Newark.

Asked if the two ex-part-
ners might reconcile and form
yet another partnership, DeFi-
lippo replied, "the chances are
better for world peace."

Connell said: "I can con-
firm that I reached an out-of-
court agreement and that the
terms are confidential I wish I

eomU
time ago instead of going
through the pain and aggrava-
tion, " Connell said.

"Still, I am very pleased
that we got it done anyway."

Asked if he and Dell A
quila have reconciled their
friendship. Connell said. "1
haven't spoken to Anthony in
months."

Nevertheless, court papers
Connell filed with Hudson
County Superior Court tell a
somewhat different story. The
legal papers said he and Del
1 Aquila were close friends and
Dell'Aquila was godfather to

Hoboken ferry service delayed
for alterations at Battery Park
By Blaiu a M Quintanilla

The Hobokcn-Battery Park
City commuter ferry service
won't start operations next
month as it had been previous-
ly anticipated, according to a
public relations company rep-
resenting the ferry operators.

Because of modifications
and construction work pro-
gress, the date for the service
has been postponed due to re-
visions in the design of the New
York terminal, according to
Dennis Marco of Secaucus-
based Hartz Mountain Indus-
tries Inc.

Under an agreement be-
tween the Port Authority ot
New York and New Jersey and
the joint venture of ARCORP

Properties and Hartz Mountain
Industries, Inc., the joint ven-
ture is constructing ferry ter-
minals and related facilities in
Hoboken (south of the New Jer-
sey Transit Rail Terminal) and
in Manhattan at the Battery
Park City site. In addition. AR-
CORP'Hartz is purchasing the
vessels to provide the service.

Work at the New Jersey fa-
cility is 90 percent complete
and on schedule, according to
Hartz. Four vessels are being
constructed at a shipyard in
Patterson. La.

Development of the land-
ing facility at the Battery Park
City site had been complicated
by the unique engineering re-
quirements that exist in the
area. The depth of water, cur-

rents and silting conditions
have caused ARCORP Hartz to
review its original plans to use
a steel-reinforced fiberglass
barge at the New York facility.

According to the ARCORP
Hartz statement, revised plans
call for the use of a heavier
weight all-steel barge and mod-
ified anchoring system The
new barge has ben acquired
and is being modified to ac-
commmodate ferry operations
After it is completed, it will be
secured at the landing site.

The Hoboken-Battery Park
City service will operate dur-
ing peak commuter hours from
7-10 an. and 4-7 p.m. daily. Fer-
ry boats will depart from both
new Jersey and New York Ter-
minals every 10 minutes with a

h trip time of eight minuts.

Records detail
kickback scam
• y MICHAEL FtNNEGAN

The Hudson Dispatch ^~- -*{ *f
HOBOKEN-New details of a

contractor's admitted payment of
a kickback to the Board of Educa-
tion's former chief plumber have
emerged in federal court records
that shed light on the FBI in-
vestigation of the case.

The former plumber, Anthony
Carmen Rotondi, 46, pleaded
guilty last month to accepting a
$1,500 payoff from Ram Excava-
tion of Jersey City for steering a
$10,500 emergency pipe repair
job at Hoboken High School to the
company.

In a sworn statement filed Fri-
day in U.S. District Court in New-
ark, a former president of Ram,
Clarence Robertson, said he
handed Rotondi the $1,500
outside of Flo's Luncheonette at
Jefferson and First streets in Feb-
ruary or March 1986.

At the time, Robertson was no
longer the company president. He
described himself in the state-
ment as a Ram "associate."

Johnnie Herring, who was then
the president of Ram, said in
another sworn statement filed
Friday, "We thought that if we
refused to pay the kickback, we
would never get work with the
city of Hoboken again and that

FBI launched an investigation
into the matter, subpenaing
school board records and inter-
viewing school district personnel.

"Around August 1988," Rob-
ertson said in the statement,
"Johnnie and 1 were interviewed
by two FBI agents about the re-
pair. We told them about the
work and paying the $1,500 kick
back to Rotondi. They also asked
if we were willing to help them in
their investigation. We agreed.
They made no promises.

"On Sept. 14, 1988,1 met with
Rotondi and recorded the con-
versation using a tape recorder
strapped to my body."

A transcript of the conversa-
tion was filed in court with Rob-
ertson's statement.

"There ain't nobody that can
say anything besides me or you,"
Rotondi, who had been inter-
viewed the previous day by FBI
agents, told Robertson. Rotondi
warned Robertson that if Herring
"opens his (expletive) mouth," he
would destroy himself, his family
and business. Rotondi also re-
peatedly suggested that he did
not share the kickback with high-
er ups.

Rotondi, who is scheduled to be
sentenced by U.S. District Judge
Nicholas H. Politan on Sept. 7,
faces up to five ^ears in prison

Maxwell House smokestack
down, plant reopening soon

city ot HoDonen again o.m „.,.,. m c c B „ __
payment of the $10,500 bill would and $250,000 in fines.

Hoboken vat

By James Kfslathiou

Maxwell House coffee
plant officials are hoping to
have the lloboken factory up
and running early next week
after an explosion Monday that
blew a 30-foot hole in a 192-foot
smokestack.

No one was injured in the
blast which rattled windows
throughout the factory and in
the surrounding neighborhood.
The explosion occurred when
gases or particles trapped in
the chimney ignited as engi-
neers fired up a boiler.

Officials are still investi-
gating to determine what
caused the trapped gasses to
ignite

The blast left a gaping hole
in the smokestack, one of two

venting the boiler house, and a
problem for plant officials The
chimney had to be taken down
for fear that it might collapse
However, demolishing it posed
a problem because it could top-
ple over onto the plant's new
power substation.

The day after the explo-
sion, the plan was to take the
chimney down brick-by-brick
However, by Wednesday it was
determined that the stack
could be knocked down to a
safe level without threatening
the sub station and on Thurs-
day, the demolition took place.

"The stack has been re-
moved down to a safe level,"
said external affairs officer
George Murphy adding that city
inspectors yesterday gave
PSE&G the go-ahead to turn on

power to the plant. "Now we're
trying to get back into business
not using that equipment."

Since Monday, the factory
has been closed and without
electricity or gas The plant
had been closed for two weeks
prior to that time for an annual
maintenance program.

Boil«%r No. 4 which set off
the blast will remain down
pending a thorough inspection.
The boiler is one of several
which generates steam for the
plant's instant coffee produc-
tion process.

A decision has yet to be
made on whether the crippled
chimney will be capped, lev-
eled or rebuilt, Murphy said.
No estimates on the cost of the
explosion were available.

TheM> court paper* go on to
say that, according to Connell,
he was tricked into signing the
document relinquishing any in-
vestment he had made in the $1
billion waterfront project Con-
nell estimated that amount to
be $3 million.

While Dell Aquilas attor-
neys argue that Connell was
not the victim of trickery, the
full story will be left untold —
for now at least — because of
the private agreement.

Dell'Aquila apparently
ended his partnership with
Connell because Conneil failed
to secure financing within a
certain timeframe.

In his suit, Connell claimed
that he was unable to obtain
the financing because East Riv-
er Savings Bank and the Trust
Company of New Jersey placed
on the loan a condition that
Dell'Aquila had to drop a vari-
ance objection against an abut-
ting development project and
to allow that project an ease-
ment through his property.

But Dell'Aquila would not
agree, according to court
papers.

While Connell has settled
his legal dispute with Dell'A-
quila. he still has litigation
pending against ERSB and the
Trust Company.

The agreement with Con-
nell helps clear the legal en-
tanglements that are plaguing
Dell'Aquila. but apparently do
nothing to remedy a dispute
between Dell'Aquila and his
new business partner. Fort Lee
developer Harry Grant, with
whom he teamed last June.

That partnership ended
last September and both par-
ties are embroiled in a legal
battle.

To add to his problems, a
Manhattan investment firm
which holds a $12 million mort-
gage on the Hoboken shipyard
property, which encompasses
about two thirds of Dell'Aqui-
la's waterfront empire, is fore-
closing on the mortgage and
has asked the Hudson County
Sheriff to set an auction date
for next month.

But DeFilippo said that the
agreement with Connell
helped clear up legal entangle-
ments to allow Dell'Aquila to
develop his land. "We are
hopeful there could be a happy
ending."

Hoboken schools
showing progress

Ranieri back at Hall,
is a law clerk

be held up.
"I did not have the $1,500 in

cash to give Rotondi, and I needed
time to accumulate it. Rotondi
called a few times to find out
where the money was. Robertson
told him I waB getting it together.
I took most of the money out of a
strong box I kept at home and
accumulated the remaining
money."

Robertson said, "Once Johnnie
collected the full $1,500, he gave
it to me to give to Rotondi. I met
Rotondi outside of Flo's Lunch-
eonette. Rotondi asked me if I had
the money. I pulled it out of my
pocket and gave it to him loose, in
cash. He stuffed the money into
hit. pants pocket."

Neither Robertson nor Herring
face criminal charges in the case.

More than two years later, the

slated on ed board
imously passed

i
HOBOKEN—The City CouTTal'urfammousiy passed a resolution to

place a referendum in November's general election on whether Board
of Education members should be appointed or elected, said Mayor
Patrick Pasculli yesterday.

The trustess are currently elected, but Pasculli said he favors an
appointed board. Both major mayoral candidates endorsed an ap-
pointed board in May's election.

In April 1988, all three reform candidates were elected to the board.
The win gave the reformers a 5-4 majority, the first time in the
movement's 15-year history that it held control of the Board of

now as
Bv James Efstathiou

Former Hoboken City
Council president Robert Ran-
iori has returned to City Hall in
the unlikely position of law
clerk.

Ranieri, who in May chose
not to seek reelection after 16
years on the council, has ac-
cepted a temporary assignment
sorting out and consolidating
volumes of files relating to the

Education. -JONATHAN AUERBACH.

Development at stake

Pasculli assails
the monorail's
proposed route

MONORAIL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

that the monorail s sleeR
tracks ~"

tnrictnric brownstones. The
pEtforms and lack of local stops,
he said, also will make the system
remote from the street-onented
life of Hoboken.

LS Transit President George I
Friedel assured the commission
'he route is flexible and several
alternatives are available in the
more-congested areas of Hoboken

plan , reiccicT^— -
follows a similar route on the
waterfront, but also includes am-
bitious plans for a 4,200-foot tun-
nel through the Palisades and an
extension of the monorail to a
proposed baseball stadium in
Secaucus

Heller

not needed.

By SCOTT FRIEDMAN
The Hudson Dispatch %~l) -

Hoboken officials reacted
negatively yesterday to a
proposed route for a monorail on
the Hudson River waterfront,
saying the proposal does not ad-
dress local needs, and in fact, may
hamper urban redevelopment.

The recommended monorail
route was contained in a report
yesterday by a consultant at a
meeting of the state Monorail
Legislative Commission at the
Meadowlands Racetrack in East
Rutherford.

The 8.2-mile route with 12
stops from Weehawken to Route
440 in Jersey City is similar to
one delineated this year by Hartz
Mountain Industries Inc. of
Secaucus, but opposition was
voiced to the new plan because of

i the perception it would be built to
meet regional transportation
needs in North Jersey while
neglecting local needs.

While not studied by the con-
sultant, LS Transit Systems Inc.
of Bloomfield, the plan could ac-
commodate an extension of the
monorail through a tunnel in the
Palisades to the Meadowlands in

Secaucus and on to the
Meadowlands Sports Complex in
East Rutherford, solving regional
transit problems, according to its
backers.

Those possibilities were
proposed by Hartz and are part of
Gov. Thomas H. Kean's "circle of
mobility," a transportation plan
including the tunnel and mono-
rail, a comprehensive railroad
link in Secaucus and a New Jer-
sey Turnpike interchange at the
start of the monorail in the
Meadowlands.

While Kean and transportation
industry leaders acknowledge
the region's future mobility is at
stake, they have vowed to work
with local officials to spur de-
velopment of the Hudson River
waterfront, dubbed "the Gold
Coast" because of its potential
value to builders who wish to
redevelop the area.

But Assemblyman Bernard F.
Kenny Jr., D-Hoboken, is not con-
vinced local interests are being
considered. He told the com-
mission's members that transpor-
tation facilities within the con-
gested waterfront area should be
improved before efforts are made
to bring more people into it.

"The needs of the communities

city's sewage treatment plant.
The former council presi-

dent is perfect for the job, ac-
cording to Law Director Eu-
gene O'Connell, because of his
familiarity with the sewage
plant and the complicated le-
gal issues it encompasses. The
job is expected to take around
two months.

"There are files all over
the city and what we are doing
is putting them into chronologi-
cal order and sequence," said
Ranieri in his first day on the
job yesterday. "I'm not quite
sure how you would classify it,
but it's keeping active in city
affairs."

O'Connell classifies it as a
favor for a friend. He admitted
having trouble keeping track of
the reams of sewage treatment
files that pass through his of-
fice, and through the offices of
business administrator Edwin
Chius and public works direc-
tor Roy Haack.

Ranieri said he didn't
know how much he would make
in his new post but O'Connell
said the former lawmaker will
earn a standard clerk's salary
of $12,000 a year.

By James Efstathiou

The Hoboken Board of
Education last night cleared
the way for transfer of 13 in-
structors from a compensatory
teaching program in a move
officials said is evidence of
continuing improvement in the
district.

In addition, the board was
presented with a county pro-
gress report that indicated pro-
gress by the district in meeting
the goals of its own improve-
ment plan.

In a prior report, the coun-
ty superintendent of schools
blasted Hoboken for failing to
meet objectives set forth in a
corrective action plan created
as a result of the district's in-
ability to secure state
certification.

Finally, the board held off
consideratipn of the status of
school plumber Anthony Ro-
tondi, who last month pleaded
guilty to extorting $1,500 from a
contractor hired to repair a wa-
ter main break.

Rotondi, 46, was earning
$26,543 a year until his suspen-
sion without pay last week by
School Superintendent Walter
Fine upon his return from
vacation.

The board put off discuss-
ing Rotondi's situation out of
courtesy to his attorney, who
could not attend the meeting.
According to board attorney
Robert Murray, Rotondi will
automatically lose his position
upon sentencing next month.

The move of the 13 teachers
from the compensatory pro-
gram, created to serve the
needs of students who fail to
reach state standards on basic
skills tests, could result in lay-
offs, according to Fine, and will

raise the instructional costs by
$371,508.

However, the net effect is
positive because the move
means that fewer students
failed the state tests, so fewer
require the special classes, ac-
cording to Fine.

"Because of the improve-
ment, we have fewer pupils to
serve," said Fine. The transfer
leaves 53 instructors in the fed-
erally funded compensatory
program. Those transferred out
will be moved to regular pro-
grams, although new assign-
ments have yet to be drawn.

The quarterly progress re-
port, prepared by the office of
County Superintendent Louis
Acocella following several on-
site visits in June, showed the
district had improved its per-
formance in implementing its
plan to improve schools. The
plan was created by the district
in response to shortcomings
uncovered by state monitors

Specifically, the report not-
ed that Hoboken had made pro*
gress toward reaching five ob-
jectives that had not been mot
at the time of a similar review
last winter.

The objectives cover oper-
ations of the district's adminis-
trative offices, implementation
of curriculum goals, staff eval-
uation, a plan to serve special
needs students and improving
faculty involvement.

In one area, an assessment
of the strengths and needs of
Hoboken High School, the
county reported significant
improvement.

"At the time of the second
quarterly assessment, this ob-
jective was well behind it pro-
jected timelines," said the re-

Sec HOBOKEN — Page 8.

PATRICK PASCULLI
Line needs local stops.

on, and east of, the Palisades
should be addressed first, and
then you expand out and address
regional needs," Kenny said.
"You can't build a waterfront
around a monorail — you have to
build a transportation system to
fit into the area."

Hoboken Mayor Patrick
Pasculli said the stake is future
development that could help
bring the city back to life. "The
monorail route proposed by LS
Transit runs through areas
where 3.4 million square feet of
commercial development has
been proposed, and 300 housing
units that will subsidize 115 low-
and moderate-income housing
units," he said.

Pasculli, who has formed his

>lease see MONORAIL Page 20

Hoboken improves
Continued from

P O r t"During the third quarter,
much progress has been made

s sea
l l m A ? r « s u M ot the findings
Acocelta has recommended

that the district continue its
corrective action plan for one
more year. Successful imple-
mentation of the plan is the
only route the district can trav-
el to lift itself out of Level 111
monitoring.

Finally, board Business
Administrator Anthony Curko
reported that the target date of
Aup. 14 for the cleanup of as-
bestos contamination in the
high school should be met.

Preparations have been
made to mobilize all custodial
personnel to move into the
building as soon as allowed by
health officials so that the high
school will be ready for open
inp day. Sept. 6



Market is soft but
project plan's firm
B\ Bill Campbell O J But while r t i . rn

Despite a soft r«
market for office space, con-
struction of Hoboken's first ma-
jor commercial project in three
wars is scheduled to begin lat-
er this year

Vincent Wilt, who made his
mark in the city's residential
market, is turning his sights to
commercial development with
a seven-story, 60,000-square-
foot project across from Hobo-
ken s PATH station on Hudson
Place.

The area near Hoboken's
PATH station has already be
come a mecca for small office
users, and Wilt is hoping the
city's proximity to Manhattan,
its mass transportation net-
work and plans to develop its
long-dormant piers will con-
unco more firms to make a
move

But while
outlook for Hi down-
town office market is bright,
developers and real estate bro-
kers say the scarcity of devel-
opable space and the lack of
recognition are two stumbling
blocks hindering long-term
growth.

The downtown market,
long dominated by small law
offices and banks, has under-
gone a transformation in the
past five years with the devel-
opment of about 110,000 square
feet of new office space.

In addition, some 50.000
square feet of space in the area
have been rehabilitated The
most recent project, 84 Wash-
ington St., is a 24.000-square-
foot century-old office building
due for occupancy this
summer.

See MARKET — Page S.

Judge may schedule trial
of Hoboken councilman
By Patricia Scott

Hoboken

Journal pholo b> Bill Boy«

Developer Vince Witt poses with a model of his proposed $10 million office building.

Councilman Da-
vid Roberts will be back in
Superior Court tomorrow when
Judge Robert Cavanaugh pre-
sides over a pre-trial confer-
ence for the city official
charged with voter fraud The
judge is expected to set a trial
date.

Roberts, 36, a city fire-
fighter and restaurateur, was
indicted by a state grand jury
last spring on two counts of
election law violations He is
charged with allegedly having
offered money to five Stevens
Institute of Technology stu-
dents in return for their agree-
ment to cast fraudulent votes in
Hoboken's May 15. 1987
election

Hudson County Prosecutor
Paul DePascale said Roberts
offered the students — all
members of Stevens Sitma
Delta Phi fraternity — less than
$200 in return for their casting
election votes for Roberts un
der false names

The students voted under
false pretenses in the names of
other students who are legally
registered Hoboken voters. De
Pascale claimed

The councilman actively
solicited" the students to vote
for him under false pretenses
in return for enough money to
buy a keg of beer for a fraterni-
ty party, said the prosecutor

Roberts initially planned
to plead guilty last Feb. 9 to a
single disorderly persons of-

fense and give up his counci
seat but he changed his mind ai
the last minute on the advice of
his attorney. Dennis McAJevy.
of Union City.

Roberts could face three
years in jail on each offense if
convicted, and could lose the
right to vote

The students who DePas-
cale says cast the bogus votes
have all agreed to testify
against Roberts at his trial, ac-
cording to DePascale, and none
faces future criminal
proceedings.

They would all be enrolled
in the county's Pre-Trial Inter-
vention Program, which in-
volves doing mandatory volun-
teer work and community
service under supervision rath-
er than serving prison time.

Market is soft, but project plan's firm
Firm doesn't have dump permit
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That whole area near the

PATH has been very active."
hii\> Donald I.iloia, director of
economic development for the
Hidxiken Community Develop-
ment Agency.

"It's probably seen as much
commercial development and
rehabilitation as any part of
tin city, and we're seeing the
smaller tenant move in."

In addition to the do/en or
so law firms based in the down
to'vn area, the recent tenant
influx has included banks and
financial services companies,
textile manufacturers and mar
itimc companies.

Wilt, like other developers
in the area, is marketing his
project to 3.000- to 10.000-
square-foot office users who
need to be near Manhattan but
are priced out of that market.

Brokers envision small and
medium sized New York City-
based companies moving their
back offices to Hoboken, which
can provide the necessary
space at a fraction of cost.

The city can also provide a
corporate identity for other
firms that currently share
space with other companies in
large buildings in New York.

"We specifically are look-
ing at tenants in midtown (Man-
hattan) who art' paying $35 to
$40 a square foot who want to
expand their operations or
open a front office," said Rich
R.niiilli of Coldwell Banker,
win) is marketing Wilt's pro-
.!< i t

On waterfront

Builder,
shipyard
face fine
Toxic cleanup proposal
is late by three months
The Hudson Dispatch %~}£ -Hi

H O B O K E N - D e v e l o p e r
Anthony Dell'Aquila and
Hoboken Shipyards Inc. face
fines of $169,500 for a late sub-
mission of a cleanup plan adden-
dum for hazardous wastes on
northern waterfront property
here, the state Environmental
Protection Department said yes-
terday.

Both Dell'Aquila and Hoboken
Shipyards Inc. submitted their
plans to the state for cleanup of

1 hazardous wastes 97 days after a
date set by the Environmental
Protection Department, an agen-
cy statement said.

Dell'Aquila bought the prop-
erty more than two years ago
from Hoboken Shipyards Inc.
Both parties, however, entered
into a state consent order allow-
ing the sale before the hazardous
waste cleanup.

According to previous reports,
Dell'Aquila and Hoboken Ship-
yards are facing federal fines for
failure to clean up asbestos on 94
acres of northern waterfront
land.

The state found Dell'Aquila
and Hoboken Shipyards in viol-
ation of the Environmental
Cleanup Responsibility Act. The
act imposes conditions on the sale
and transfer of industrial estab-
lishments involved in, among
other things, the storage and dis-
posal of hazardous substances or
wastes, the press release said.

The act empowers the state to
assess a maximum penalty of
$25,000 per day per violation.

Developer Harry Grant of Fort
Lee and DellAquila had planned
to build a $1.2 billion mixed-use
development on the site that
would have included a 61-story
condominium tower, a 42-story
office tower, a public marina and
2,800 units of housing. The part-
nership split up last year, how-
ever, and the two men have filed
lawsuits against each other.

'Our focus* i> on preleasing
to midrange companies who
want their own headquarters
identity or demographics to
mass transit."

Kanalh also sees Hoboken
housing feeder companies to
service many of the large cor-
porate back offices relocating
from New York to Jersey City.

Despite the city's gains in
attracting new tenants, future
growth is hampered by a lack of
space and strict guidelines on
office buildings in the city's
historic district.

Some developers and plan-
ners say that not enough of the
new space has been absorbed
to warrant further office con-
struction Vacancy rates in Ho-
boken are not tracked by com-
mercial brokerage firms, but
those familiar with the market
say 15 to 20 percent of available
space is still on the market.

The city's last major com-
mercial project was the 93.000-

square-loot Baker Building at 2
Hudson Place. Completed in
1986. the Baker Building, at the
uppper end of the city's rent
scale, has languished with a
nearly 50 percent vacancy rate.

Building heights in the
city's historic downtown area
are limited to seven stories,
thus eliminating large ofl'icc-
users from the market.

But developers are opti-
mistic that the Port Authority
of New York and New Jersey's
agreement to develop aban-
doned pier property from First
to Fifth streets will bring the
city national recognition as an
office market.

"Hoboken is not known for
Us office building," said Wilt,
whose development portfolio
includes about 70 residential
units and a strip mail on Jack-
son Street, Hoboken is known
primarily as a residential com-
munity and we're trying to
change that"

Wilt's building, a $10 mil-
lion granite, brick and glass
structure, will lit into an L-
shaped lot, surrounding the old
Hotel Victor — now an office
building — on the corner of
Hudson Place and Hudson
Street,

The Hudson Place lot con-
tains a one story brick real es-
tate office which houses Wilt
Development The Hudson
Street lot has been used as a
parking lot since the 1930s
when the old Lyric Theater was
razed.

The buildings design had
to conform to strict historic dis-
trict guidelines The granite,
brick and glass exterior will
mirror existing architecture,
while the interior will house
atriums and 8,500 square foot
floors.

Commercial rents in the
building will average $17 per
square foot. Wilt said.

Continued from Page 1

state with connections to the
Carmine Franco Sanitation
Service of Hillsdale, have been
referred by the DEP to the state
Attorney General's Office.

Officials believe the com-
pany is sorting construction de-
bris on the site, possibly to be
recycled, instead of transport-
ing the debris to an approved
recycling facility or landfill.

According to enforcement
agents, the state is attempting
to negotiate a settlement with
numerous companies tied to
Franco which have been cited
for DEP violations, including
Anchor In addition, the DEP is
seeking an administrative or-
der enabling the agency to im-
pose fines on the firms while
those negotiations continue

Anchor Carting could be
subject to fines of between
$2,500 to $25,000 per day dating
from March 1, 1988 when they
were first discovered dumping
and separating construction
wa^te at the site, according to
DEP officials Since then. An
chor has since been cited on
the same violation four times,
most recently on June 19.

Anchor is a registered gar-
bage collector, but has no ap-

proval to dump any solid waste
on the site. Neither representa-
tives from the firm nor Fran-
co's attorney, Michael Riccar-
delli, could be reached for
comment

Locally, the company is un-
der contract to Hartz Mountain
Industries Inc., to pick up con-
struction debris from four or
five buildings in the Lincoln
Harbor project, according to a
Hartz spokesman. The firm
may also handle refuse from
other tenants in the waterfront
complex.

"There's a concern if
they're disposing of it unlaw-
fully and if we learn that, it
could become an issue," said
Hartz attorney and spokesman
Mort Goldfein, who added that
to date, the developer has no
knowledge of any wrongdoing.

The activities of Anchor
have long disturbed residents
of the area known locally as the
Shades, as well as homeowners
along the ridge of the Palisades
above the site. They say the
recent garbage fire in Newark
under Route 78 has spurred
state officials to step up en-
forcement procedures against
the company.

"It seems that the activity

of this company has increased
dramatically in the last few
months," said one homeowner
who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity. "It's a fire hazard and
it's also really defacing once
more the Palisades, which are
supposed to be protected by
our government '

Other residents told of
trucks entering and leaving the
property at all hours of the
night, of bulldozers leveling
large mounds of trash and con-
struction debris.

Another company connect-

ed to Franco Sanitation, High
Tech Recycling of Middlesex,
was also cited for operating a
transfer station without a DEP
permit. As a result, a permit
application for that facility has
been put on hold, according to
the DEP Bureau of
Compliance.

in addition, the Hacken-
sack Meadowlands Develop-
ment Commission has notified
Anchor and the DEP on several
occasions accusing the compa-
ny of bringing solid waste from
an unauthorized area into the
landfill.

DEPycites

22 THE JERSEY JOURNAL, m u i o u m . M w v u i „ , , , » ,

Election officials
want Hoboken's
books from FBI

Concern grows
bk

By Earlene C. McMichael

Hudson County elections
officials, fed up with the snail's
pace of an FBI investigation
into voter fraud in Hoboken,
yesterday called for speedy re-
turn of the city's voter registra-
tion books. The FBI seized
them nine months ago.

Hoboken has held four con-
secutive elections without the
official voter registration
books. The FBI, armed with a
court order, snatched them
from the county's Bureau of
Elections in Jersey City one
Thursday afternoon last
November.

Hoboken residents will see
their fifth election — the Nov. 7
governor's race — without the
voter registration books if the
FBI does not release them
soon.

"I say, if there is a crime,
let's bring the people to jus-
tice," said Hudson County Su-
perintendent of Elections Har-
vey L. Birne, head of the
Bureau of Elections.

"If there is no crime, let's
have the books," added Birne,
who is also a practicing attor-
ney. "In my opinion, nine
months is long enough to know
if there is going to be a federal
crime."

Betty Outlaw, elections
deputy superintendent,
agreed, saying, "If they have
some concrete evidence, they
should come forward with it. If
they don't, they should give the
books back." She said the Bu-
reau is at a "disadvantage"
without the books.

The FBI is apparently in-
vestigating claims that persons
voted more than once during
Hoboken's special mayoral
election last Nov. 8, and that
persons who are no longer resi-
dents of the Mile-Square City
voted, according to Assistant
U.S. Attorney Walter Timpone.

The U.S. Attorney's Office
has subsequently criticized
Timpone's statements, saying
they were unauthorized and
that the agency's policy is not to
comment on ongoing
investigations.

News accounts dating to
March of this year said the U.S.
Attorney's Office also has ap-
parently empaneled a grand
jury to investigate the Novem-
ber, 1988 election in Hoboken.

In that election. Mayor Pat-

rick Pasculli, who was appoint-
ed mayor in March, 1988 follow-
ing the death of Mayor Thomas
Vezzetti, was elected to a six-
month term, beating Joseph
Delia Fave by a few hundred
votes. Pasculli recently won a
four-year term as mayor.

The four elections held
without official records in-
clude: the April 4 Board of
Education race, the May 9 Hiu-
nicipal election, the June 6 pri-
mary and the June 13 munici-
pal run-off.

County election officials
have been using back-up
copies of the voter registration
books at the polls.

Periodically, the informa-
tion in the official set is trans-
ferred to the back-up copies,
Outlaw said.

This means — given the un-
availability of official records
at the polling site — Hoboken
residents are not getting the
most up-to-date records possi-
ble.

However, as a safeguard,
the county has shelled out
$18,401 to photocopy the books
in the FBI's possession. In this
way, complaints needing fur-
ther research can be done.

Birne said the FBI has not
contacted him since taking the
voter registration books, or
vice versa.

over Hoboken
link with P.A.

7TO
dumping
By James Efstathiou

A local garbage hauler has
continued to operate an illegal
trash transfer station on the
Hoboken-Weehawken-Union
City border for more than one
year despite several notices of
violation by the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion, according to the DEP.

Case histories of the An-
chor Carting Co., located in
Weehawken at the foot of the
Palisades, as well as those of
companies in other parts of the

Se* FIRM — Page 8.

By Jo-Ann Moriarty

Hoboken Mayor Patrick Pasculli
is pushing his plan to form a partner-
ship with the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey despite growing
criticism that the bi-state agency is
too difficult to control and favors the
Empire State.

While Save Hoboken from Over-
Development, a group which is harsh-
ly critical of the Port Authority, has
consistently objected to forming a
partnership with the PA., the Hudson
County Chamber of Commerce is
adopting a similar position.

Joseph File, director oi govern-
ment relations for the chamber, said
yesterday that the Port Authority by
its very nature is "too difficult to
control," a position that has been a
constant refrain of SHOD.

The Chamber recommends Hobo-
ken not form a partnership with the
Port Authority but rather advertise
"requests for proposals" and force
the bi-state agency to compete for the
lucrative waterfront land against oth-
er private developers.

Pasculli is negotiating a partner-
ship with the Port Authority to devel-
op a 3.2 million square foot commer-
cial and residential project on 30
acres of city-owned land along the
Hudson River at the southern end of
the city.

The city and the authority have
signed a tentative agreement and are
now negotiating a final contract. The
city expects to receive $7 million
upon signing the agreement. That
money will be used to offset budget
funding shortfalls.

The Port Authority's role in the
development will be defined in the
final agreement, but Hoboken offi-
cials tentatively see the bi-state agen-

cy in the role of a lender, not as a
developer.

"Anytime municipalities enter
into an agreement with an authority,
especially a regional authority, there
are more restrictions and regional
needs and political needs have to be
dealt with," File said.

"If they took a private developer
and let the private developer build,
the city could impose restrictions that
it could not impose on the authority,"
File said.

The chamber has problems with
the anti-pirating clause within the bi-
state's enabling legislation that pro-
hibits New York-based companies to
move to New Jersey.

File said that the only successful
commercial projects in the area are
those that had a tenant before the
development was built, such as the
Paine Webber project or the Merrill
Lynch project. ,?

"These buildings have been built
with a tenant already lined up a<K
they have been New York tenants**
The way the current agreement is set
up, you couldn't do that in Hoboken,"
File said.

"It is very risky business in com-
mercial development to build first
and then get your tenant because the
market is soft." he added

But Pasculli said he is aware of
the anti-pirating clause and his staff
drafting the final agreement between
Hoboken and the Port Authority is
working to insure that the contrac-
tural language protects Hoboken.

"I have those concerns," Pasculli
said, referring to the anti-pirating
clause. "We want to make sure that
when this project is marketed that the
market will be not only a regional

See CRITICISM — Page 24

Maxwell House's
workers are hack
By Jo-Ann Moriarty

Seven hundred Maxwell
House coffee workers reported
to work yesterday at the Hobo-
ken plant which was closed for
the last week because of an
explosion in a 192-foot
smokestack.

Production resumed at
midnight Sunday and all three
work shifts were expected to
report to work yesterday, said
George Murphy, external af-
fairs officer.

Although the explosion in
the smokestack used for the
instant coffee processing shut
down production for a week,
Murphy said yesterday that
management expects no layoffs
because of the mishap.

The local plant is strug-
gling economically to survive a
nationwide decrease in coffee
consumption and workers had
expressed concern whether the
mishap would have any effect
on manpower.

"I don't anticipate any lay-
offs," Murphy said.

Other boilers at the factory
will be used to make instant
coffee, he said.

The cause of the explosion
in the double-wall smokestack
remains unknown.

"We know where it hap-
pened, but we cannot be posi-
tive why it happened," he said.

The plant had been closed
for a two-week annual vacation
and maintenance program.
However, shortly after 4 p.m.
last Monday, an explosion oc-

curred in the smokestack after
the boilers had been fired up.

Management will decide
whether to rebuild the struc-
ture or continue with alterna-
tive ways to produce steam for
the instant coffee production
process.

Production was suspended
for the second shift Monday
through Friday. The factory's
labor union and personnel are
negotiating what wages work-
ers will receive for the time the
plant was closed, Murphy said.

Criticism qrows over Hoboken's tie with P.A.
. . _ . _ ^ ...«..«..„, will have to have formed. Eckstut cempany has hire

Continued from Page 23
market but that it can extend to
the national and international
market."

"I can understand their
concerns and we have those
concerns also. We are taking
upon ourselves that the lan-
guage in the final agreement
meets those concerns," Pas-
culli said.

File said that if Hoboken
can accomplish the needed
protection, "that will be good.
Whether (Pasculli) can do it
will still have to be
determined."

First Ward Councilman
Thomas Newman is critical

about forming an agreement
with the Port Authority and has
suggested that the city open the
competition to private develop-
ers. Newman has also suggest-
ed that the city get a second
opinion on the financial pack-
age outlined in the tentative
agreement.

Pasculli said that Donald
Hunter, the financial expert
the city hired, and attorney
Ann Babineau. whose back-
ground is real estate develop-
ment, are drafting a contract
for a second financial opinion
on the final agreement be-
tween the city and Port
Authority

"The firm will have to have
a strong background in real es-
tate " Pasculli said That con-
tract will probably go before
the City Council for approval in
September, he said.

Babineau is also reviewing
the best method to establish a
waterfront redevelopment cor-
poration. Pasculli said, adding
that the corporation will be
charged with the task of super-
vising the plans development.

He said that the Babineau
is researching whether the cor-
poration should hire an execu-
tive director or whether that
appointment should be made
before the corporation i§_

formed.
"The Board of Directors

run concurrent with signing a
final agreement and establish-
ing a redevelopment corpora-
tion. Their responsibility is to
insure that the project is built
in accordance with the final
agreement," Pasculli said.

"Who hires the executive
director — Ann Babineau is
researching now," he said.

Negotiations are continu-
ing between the city and Port
Authority, he said. Also the
Law Department is conducting
title searches for any land in-
volved in the project

And the design firm, the

Eckstut cempany. has hired a
planner who specializes in
open spaces. Pasculli said.

A blight report to designate
the site a redevelopment area,
that would allow the City Coun-
cil to act, is ongoing, Pasculli
said.

"At that point in time, the
City Council would be in a posi-
tion to approve the design plan
for the project and the redevel-
opment plan for the area," Pas-
culli said.

He said some contracts
should be signed in September
and that he expects the city to
sign a final agreement with the
Port Authority in October.



Germinario complains to PERC about contract
The head of the Hoboken Teach-

ers Association has lodged a com-
plaint against the city school board
for rescinding approval of a three-
ycar collective bargaining agreement
between the groups

An unfair > charge" was
filed Tuesday S torney repre-
senting HTA i Ger-
minario with U, Ploy-
ment Relation

The charm m July 18,
the Board of Education improperly
rescinded its earlier approval of a
new contract for the 420-member
association.

The complaint opens the door for
PERC to intervene in the situation
which exploded June 29 when Ger-
minario reportedly convened a select
group of HTA members in the high
school cafeteria to approve a contract

previously rejected by the full mem-
bership

Earlier that day, the school board
had ratified the same contract at a
special meeting.

Germinario. who is in the final
year of his term as association leader,
has since been unavailable for
comment.

Aside from PERC's involvement,
the complaint has underscored a divi-
sion within the association which has
intensified since the disputed con-
tract votes.

On the one hand are HTA mem-
bers loyal to Germinario who support
his position that the school board act-
ed improperly when it rescinded rati-
fication of the contract Germinario
helped put together.

In opposition are members who
accused Germinario of calling the "se-
cret" June 29 meeting of 40 to 50
members after the contract was re-

jected nine days earlier by a 158-128
vote

They are being supported by ap-
proximately 20 members of the HTA
executive committee, which has also
retained an attorney and last month
called on Germinario to step down as
association head.

The struggle could ultimately de-
cide who heads the association in the
future In the meantime, the battle for
the hearts and minds of association
members is being waged like a guer-
rilla war

Take the changing door locks.
The executive committee has met

at least twice since June 29 in the HTA
offices on Park Avenue. However, on
both occasions, door locks had been
covertly changed in an apparent at-
tempt to keep the committee out.

The first meeting took place be-
cause the lock changer missed a back
door. The latest meeting went ahead

when committee members were able
to acquire keys to a new back door
lock that had mysteriously appeared

Members opposed to Germinar-
io s tactics, who are reluctant to speak
on the record, have been instructed to
send letters to the HTA offices voicing
their displeasure with not being in
formed of the June 29 meeting Ac-
cording to one member, those letters
are missing from the HTA offices

In addition, the purse strings to
HTA financial accounts have been
severed as far as the executive com
mittee goes. Expenses for mailings or
other activities have been paid by
members out-of-pocket.

The confusion over who is in con
trol of the association, which repre-
sents teachers, clerks, truant officers
and drivers, has perplexed board
members as well.

Board president Mario Mercado
has received letters from both Ger

minario and the executive commit-
tee's lawyer, each claiming they are
now speaking for the association.

"We have two different groups
saying that they re representing the
union," said Mercado "It's a problem
for us. I don't know who their legal
representatives are."

Whether teachers will come back
to work without a contract depends on
whom you ask. Germinario s com-
plaint with PERC is based on the
assumption that the board acted prop-
erly in approving the contract and
that a valid agreement exists

However, members loyal to the
executive committee, which also vot-
ed to rescind the contract, believe the
board's retraction was proper and
that no valid agreement exists.

It may ultimately fall to PERC to
decide. The agency is expected to as-
sign a hearing examiner sometime in
September.

November trial scheduled
for Roberts in vote case

^ /̂  ̂By Patricia Scott ^

Hoboken Councilman Da-
vid Roberts will go on trial in
Superior Court on Nov. 6 on
charges that he violated two
flection laws.

The 33-year-old city coun-
cil member, who is also a Hobo-
ken restaurateur and former
firefighter, is charged by the
state with giving a group ol
Stevens Institute of Technology
students less than $200 in re-
turn for their casting boj,'us
votes for him in the May 1987
city election

The five fraternity students

involved. who will testify
against Roberts at his trial, vot-
ed in the names of other, legal-
ly registered Hoboken voters
None voted twice, according to
Prosecutor Paul DePascale

Roberts has maintained his
innocence and said he has no
plans to surrender the city
council seat he has held since
1985

If convicted of the charges
handed down last spring , Rob-
erts could face a jail term and
lose his right to vote..

His trial will be before Su-
perior Court Judge Robert
Cavanaugh

Hoboken child
dies after fall
Continued from Page 1
the internal bleeding and Jo-
vanie was placed in the inten-
sive care unit where she was on
a 24-hour watch. Around 1 a.m.,
her heartbeat became irregu-
lar and she was placed on an
external pacemaker. At 8:26
a.m., some 18 hours after the
accident, Jovanie died from in-
juries sustained in the fall.

Hoboken principal will return to her job
Continued from page 16
to take her back," said trustee
Michael Rossano of events
leading to the settlement. "If
there wasn't an opening in that
position, I think we have a very
good case. If I had to vote today,
I would vote to reinstate her."

According to sources, the
agreement calls for Falco to be
reinstated as the principal as-
signed to the Kealey School.
The district will pay for her
legal fees, reported to be ap-

Girl, 4, who fell from window
dies after mom's 18-hour vigil

proximately $10,000, but will
not reimburse her for back pay.

In her suit, Falco asked to
be reinstated with back pay
retroactive to her dismissal.

In return, Falco will drop
her year-old lawsuit charging
the board with discriminating
against heron the basis of race.

"There aren't any black ad-
ministrators," said Falco of the
Hoboken school district. "I was
it for one year, and then let go."

Falco, a school teacher in
Jersey City for 13 years, was
one of three principals hired
by the district in 1987. The oth-
er two, Pugliese and Kenneth

Gallagher, each had more t.ian
20 years experience in the
district.

Her appointment was chal-
lenged by the Hoboken Teach-
ers Association, which charged
that the board did not follow
proper contractual procedures

in her hiring.
The case was heard by a

state-appointed arbitrator who
ruled that the procedural ques-
tions were merely a technical
violation and that Falco would
have been appointed had the
board retraced its actions.

Hoboken
principal
to return
By James Kfstathiou

Hoboken s only black
school principal, who charged
that her dismissal was racially
motivated, is expected to get
her job back in return for drop-
ping a lawsuit against the
school board.

The settlement, worked out
by attorneys representing the
Hoboken Board of Education
and Elizabeth Falco. will put
Falco back at the head of Kea-
ley School, where she served as
principal during the 1987-88
school year.

Falco will replace Miriam
Pugliese, who retired effective
June 30.

Since then, attorneys for
Falco and the board have
sought to settle her suit, which
claims the school board violat-
ed federal discrimination laws
when firing her last August,
according to board attorney
Robert Murray

"There have been some
agreements reached, and I
would expect that she will be
back," said Murray. "There's
always been discussion of the
resolution of this case since the
vacancy occurred. Once the
opening occurred, the proba-
bilities of settlement were im-
mediately enhanced."

Were it not for the opening,
Falco's case would have been
tried, Murray added

"Our attorney advised us
that it was in our best interest

See HOBOKEN — Page 16.

By James Efstathiou

The 4-year-old Hoboken
girl who fell four stories from a
bedroom window died
yesterday.

Her death ended an 18-
hour vigil Maria Gomez,29,
maintained overnight for her
daughter Jovanie at the hospi-
tal while doctors fought for the
little girlslife

Yesterday, flowers were
tied to the railing in front of 106
Willow Ave. marking the spot
where the accident occurred.
Family and friends gathered in
the evening at the home of a
relative to mourn the young
girl's death and comfort her

mother.
The accident occurred just

after 2 p.m. Wednesday. Maria,
a single mother, had stayed
home from work that day and
kept her daughter out of the
day care program she normally
attended.

According to Maria, she
and her daughter were taking
an afternoon nap in a bedroom
facing the street. While Maria
slept, Jovanie awoke and ap-
parently pushed against a win-
dow screen which gave way.
The screen was found along-
side the girl on the street, ac-
cording to police.

A tenant in the building
said the landlord had recently

^stalled new window frames
and screens. However, accord-
ing to the tenant, the new
screens apparently were prone
to popping loose, prompting
the neighbor to place obstacles
in front of the window to pre-
vent her child from getting
close to them.

The girl was rushed to St.
Mary Hospital where she ar-
rived in the emergency room in
critical condition, according to
hospital spokesman Edward
Capparucci. She was suffering
from multiple head injuries
and internal injuries which
prompted doctors to operate in
order to check internal
bleeding.

Preparations were made to
transport the girl, either by am-
bulance or helicopter, to a hos-
pital with a trauma unit. How-
ever, her condition remained
unstable and doctors felt she
woujd not survive the trip, Cap-
parucci said.

"There were thoughts of
sending her directly to a trau-
ma unit in New York City and
there were thoughts of clearing
a tunnel to take her there," said
Capparucci. "But she was in
such unstable condition that
there was no chance of her be-
ing transported.

Doctors were able to stop

See HOBOKEN — Page 7.

Arts program faces major changes
By James Efstathiou vAj/q? YMCA, where teachers were p o l i t i c s g a v e h e r freedOm to "The essence of the
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Fire inspector's complaint dismissed
J • J ~ a back operaticBy James Kfstathiou

Hoboken Public Safety Di-
rector Eugene O'Connell has
ruled that an assault complaint
filed by a city fire inspector
against his boss lacks merit
and that further action on the
incident is unnecessary.

The complaint was brought
by Fire Inspector Alfred Avita-
bile who last month asked
O'Connell to investigate the
matter. Avitabile said that, on
May 31, shortly after he had had

operation. Fire Chief
James Houn grabbed him
roughly by the upper arms fol-
lowing a meeting between the
two in fire headquarters.

Avitabile. a 31-year veteran
of the department, declined to
comment on O'Connell's deci-
sion. He has been on sick leave
since the operation.

O'Connell reached his de-
cision after reviewing written
affidavits of four witnesses of
the incident.

"After reviewing the affi-

davits, I felt that a hearing was
not warranted under the facts
of the case," said O'Connell.

According to O'Connell, if
Avitabile wishes to pursue his
case, he could bring a suit
against the law director for his
failure to pursue the matter.

The encounter occurred in
fire headquarters at Second
and Jefferson streets when Avi-
tabile approached Houn on an
administrative matter. During
the encounter, Avitable claims
Houn grabbed him roughly and

shook him.
Avitabile, a fire inspector

since 1985, had previously had
back surgery to repair a
slipped disc.

"The incident represents a
regrettable chapter in the his-
tory of our fire service," wrote
O'Connell in a letter informing
Avitabile of his decision.
"While it appears that both
parties may have acted inap-
propriately in part, the mitigat-
ing circumstances weigh in fa-
vor of this decision."

By James Efstathiou

Hoboken's highly touted
children's cultural arts and re-
creation program has come to a
crossroads.

For three years, the city-
funded program — which in
1989 is earmarked to receive
about $70,000 — has offered
workshops in art, dance, dra-
ma, music, video, writing and
photography to school-age chil-
dren free of charge.

Last year, approximately
350 children participated in
the 30-week program.

The success of administra-
tors, teachers (local profession-
al artists) and students in the
program has been hailed from
all quarters. Participants have
performed at the New Jersey
Theater Jubilee at Liberty
State Park, produced a pair of
literary magazines, visited mu-
seums and local artists' studios
and staged eight productions.

A contributing factor in the
program's success, proponents
say, has been its independence
from City Hall and the pres-
sures of local politics.

While funded by the City
Council, the program has been
run out of the 13th Street

YMCA, where teachers were
hired, money was spent and
policy decisions were made
free of political interference.

But now, with the rejuvena-
tion of the city Recreation De-
partment, the administration
has taken control of the pro-
gram and plans to run it.

Officials say the move will
lead to savings on administra-
tive and operational costs that
will help to improve the pro-
gram they have pledged to
continue.

But critics fear that in their
efforts to build on the program,
city administrators will end up
dismantling it.

"My program is about de-
veloping a way of seeing," said
Joanna Hefferen, who has run
the program since its incep-
tion.

"We're not into churning
out professional artists."

Recently, Hefferen was
quietly removed as head of the
program by the administration,
which will now fund the pro-
ject directly through the Re-
creation Department.

Hefferen, an actress with
20 years of experience in arts
administration and education,
said her independence from

Hoboken is fined
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$40G on sewage

Hoboken is fined
$40G on sewage

By James Efstathiou

The state Department of
Environmental Protection has
slapped Hoboken with a
$40,000 fine for failing to treat
properly sewage effluent dis-
charged into the Hudson River.

But officials say the plant
is already showing signs of
improvement.

The latest fine, the third
levied on the city since last
September, brings the total
amount in penalties for efflu-
ent violations to $120,000.

Part of the fine will be
passed along to the Hoboken-
Weehawken-Union City Sew-
age Authority which assumed
operational control of the plant
in May. according to authority
attorney Frank Leanza.

Despite the penalty, how-
ever, the plant has shown pro-
gress in meeting discharge lim-
its set by the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency, officials said. Over the
last three-month monitoring
period, the percentage of a
type of bacteria filtered from
the effluent rose from 2.2 per-
cent in April to 14.3 percent in
June. The EPA requires that 20

percent of those bacteria be
removed.

In addition, tests revealed
that by June, the plant met gov-
ernment limits in removal of
total suspended solids.

"There's a considerable
improvement which I think
both the DEP and EPA would
acknowledge," said Kenneth
Laptook, an attorney repre-
senting Hoboken.

The improvement can be
attributed in large part to Op-
erations Management Inc., the
engineering firm brought in in
May to run the plant, said offi-
cials. The 30-year-old facility
had previously been run by the
city Department of Public
Works.

Hired by the authority, OMI
was designated to implement a
federally mandated $95 million
upgrade. The plant is to be ele-
vated to secondary treatment
standards and, as such, would
be expected to remove much
higher concentrations of bacte-
ria and solids from its
discharge.

Hoboken was fined $65,000
in March for effluent violations

See HOBOKEN — Page 8.

Continued from Page 1
dating from September 1988 to
February 1989. In May, the city
was fined $15,000 for violations
reported in March.

The fines are based on a
comparison of monthly moni-
toring reports at the plant
geared to an EPA consent or-
der which spells out interim
effluent levels the facility must
achieve until it is upgraded to
secondary treatment.

Attorneys for the authority
and the city are currently nego-
tiating a new consent decree
with the EPA which will, in
addition to setting discharge
levels, detail a timetable for
the plant's upgrade.

Earlier in the summer, the
city turned over control of the
plant to the year-old authority.
Negotiations are going on for
the sale of the facility, the land
it occupies and adjoining sys-

tems from the city to the
authority.

In addition, the city has for-
mally requested a transfer of
its DEP discharge permit to the
authority. Eventually, the au-
thority will take full control of
operations at the plant and be
fully responsible for its
performance.

"Once we assume opera-
tional control, concurrent with
that we are also going to as-
sume secondary responsibility
for paying those fines," said
Leanza.

Taxpayers, however, will
still feel the brunt of the penal-
ty in user fees the authority
will eventually charge for
sewerage.

Failure to pay the fines
could make the city liable to
administrative penalties of up
to $50,000 per violation per day,
according to the DEP.

politics gave her freedom to
guide the workshops with only
the interests of the students in
mind.

"I'm skeptical that it won't
become a political football,"
said Hefferen.

"I was appointed by the
head of the Y, not by any
politician."

Her concern is shared by
Second Ward Councilman Jo-
seph Delia Fave, who charged
that the move to take control of
the program would rob it of the
very elements which made it a
success.

"The core of this issue is
taking a quality, successful,
proven program and replacing
it with something unproven
and taking it out of indepen-
dent hands and placing it in
City Hall," said Delia Fave.

"Something that has been
such an unqualified success
you don't dismantle and try to
fit into something else."

But administration offi-
cials contend their intent is
simply to continue the program
and improve upon it.

"If we can make it better, if
we can get more kids involved,
that's the important issue,"
said recreation director Char-
lie Rozzi

"I don't want to end the
program."

Barbara Blecher, city arts
coordinator, who will now ad-
minister the program, said she
is still developing policy deci-
sions regarding its future.

However, she did indicate
that one goal would be to ex-
pand the range of classes of-
fered to appeal to more chil-
dren. That could mean the
addition of teachers who might
come from the ranks of public
school instructors.

"As a publicly funded pro-
gram, we have the responsibil-
ity to reach out to children who
may not be as talented but are
interested in the arts," said
Blecher.

"I don't lack any confi-
dence in my ability to choose
artists or know the value of
art."

Neither does Mayor Pat-
rick Pasculli, who said simply
that is it Blecher's job to run
such a program.

"The essence of the pro-
gram will not change at all,"
said Pasculli.

One thing Blecher has de-
cided is that workshops should
be run out of public schools, a
suggestion Delia Fave offered
to the City Council earlier in
the summer at budget hearings.

The administration has its
sights on Kealey and Wallace
schools and will petition the
school board for use of those
facilities.

As for the future of the
eight artists currently teaching
in the program, Blecher said
all would be interviewed.

However, she would not
guarantee all would be
rehired.

"When political influence
is a factor, showcasing be-
comes more important than
substance," warned Delia
Fave.

"It becomes important to
show that there's a program
running rather than the quality
of the program."

The prospect of hiring
from-the-ranks school teach-
ers, for example, raises the
possibility of jobs being hand-
ed out through patronage, Del-
la Fave said.

As far as Hefferen is con-
cerned, putting school teachers
who work with children all day
in charge of after-school work-
shops, even for the right rea-
sons, defeats the purpose of the
program as it was originally
conceived.

"The very foundation of the
program is that the kids get a
different experience," said
Hefferen of the value of using
professional artists.

"The beauty of the program
is that these children experi-
ence professional artists. They
see through those eyes; they
went to their studios."

Whether that will be lost
remains to be seen.

Artists currently teaching
in the program, while sad-
dened at the loss of Hefferen,
said they remain optimistic
that the program will thrive
under new leadership.

"We're teachers, were in it
for the kids," said Pat Masters,
who teaches dance in the pro-
gram.

Cardino takes over city's Parking Authority
Continued from Page 1

The authority has been
criticized in the past for its
management of three Hudson
Street parking Karanes. a con-
troversial resident parking

permit program, and most re-
cently its dismissal of an em-
iflbyee who lodged a complaint
with the state Division of Civil
Rights.

Cardino. who has never

held a government office,
vowed to run the HPA openly in
the public's interest. "It's a

.,4)ublic position." said Cardino.
"We're here to serve them, not
to hide from them "

Cardino takes over city's Parking Authority
• • • . _ * . * . E>c.<.<i.: \ . \J '. . ^ .i • . . _ . . . . . _ _ . _ _ . . . . . i - ii J _„_»„,! _„_!,:__ _:».._•: : *By James Efstathiou

A former bank officer chosen to
head the Hoboken Parking Authority
took the helm yesterday and pledged
to seek new alternatives to improve
the city's parking situation.

Anthony Cardino, 43, a Hoboken
native, officially took over as HPA
executive director when he showed up
at the agency's Washington Street of-
fices yesterday afternoon.

"It feels good," said Cardino from
his new office. "I'm just trying to feel
comfortable in the chair."

Cardino was appointed by the

}L^" 4 V<Z0 authority's Board of Commissioners at
1 "* "*—'' ' a meeting earlier in the month. He

replaces former executive director
Patrick Caufield, who left the author-
ity in April.

The search for a new director has
been ongoing since Caufields resigna-
tion, said an HPA official. The posi-
tion was advertised in several news-
papers and drew more than 25
applications for the job.

After several closed sessions,
commissioners narrowed the field to
13 candidates. At an Aug. 10 meeting,
Cardino was appointed by a 3-to-l
vote.

HPA Chairman Donald Pellicano.
who registered the sole vote ag a i "^
Cardinos appointment, could not be
reached for comment.

Cardino graduated from Hoboken
High School and attended St. Peter s
College in Jersey City He was most
recently employed by First Federal
Financial Services as a regional vice
president. Prior to that, he worked as
a loan officer at Hoboken's Washing-
ton Savings Bank.

"It affects a lot of people, me in-
cluded as a taxpayer." said Cardino o
the city's parking problem "We win
all work together to try to alleviate the

well-documented parking situation in
Hoboken."

In his first day at the office, Car-
dino said it was premature to specu-
late on what his leadership will mean
for the future of parking in the city.
However, he did say that the agency
would look to parking alternatives in
the coming months.

"I thought it would be a good op-
portunity to come to work in the com-
munity," said Cardino of his decision
to apply for the position. "I thought 1
could make a contribution."

See CARDINO TAKES OVER - Page 8.



Deadline near*

Chief s look to
courts in fight
over retirement

•y DAVID UP*MAM
The Hudson Dispatch

The federal courts are the Last
hope for Hoboken Fire Chief
James Houn and dozens of older
New Jersey police and fire chiefs
who face state-ordered retire-
ment on Oct. 1, an attorney for
many of the officials said yester-
day .

The decision would also affect
Hoboken Police Chief George W.
Crimmins Sr., Chief Joseph
Nealon of the Hudson County
Police, and 10 Jersey City police
and fire officials.

James Segreto, a Haledon at-
torney representing Houn and
the fire chiefs of Hackensack,
Paterson and a dozen other cities,
said the chiefs were preparing an
appeal of a 3-week-old state Su-
preme Court decision upholding a
state Police and Firemen's Re-
tirement System board move to
retire all emergency personnel at
65.

At issue is whether police and
fire administrators should be
held to the same mandatory re-

tirement age as field personnel.
The chiefs claim they should be
exempt since their desk jobs re
quire none of the fitness and agili-
ty needed to fight fires or chase
and arrest suspects.

On Monday, the retirement
board voted to set Oct. 1 as the
date to execute the Aug. 1 high
court ruling and force the 140
chiefs to retire.

"If we do not get a stay, they
will be required to leave as of Oct.
1," Segreto said Even then, he
said, "We will pursue our liti
gation, and if we're successful,
they'll be reinstated with full
back pay."

Segreto said he was pursuing
court intervention on several
fronts, including the U.S. Su
preme Court and U.S. District
Court in New Jersey. He said he
also has already asked the state
high court to stay its ruling.

Reached at his Hoboken home
yesterday, Houn, 68, said he was
enthusiastic about his legal fight.

"I'm absolutely for it. We won
a unanimous decision in the state
appellate court, and lost a unani

CHIEFS
CONTttaUETj FROM PAGE 3

renovation put off
By Dominick Calicchi*

Plans for renovating Hobo-
ken's Kennedy Stadium remain
on hold after the city's Board of
Education last night tabled a
resolution to hire an architec-
tural and engineering firm.

Schools Superintendent
Walter J. Fine said a commit-
tee appointed by the Board of
Education had not yet complet-
ed interviews of prospective
firms.

At least three more firms
remain to be interviewed, ac-
cording to Fine.

The high school football
team, which plays its home
games in Kennedy Stadium
will not be affected, according
to coaches, because the field is
still usable pending the
renovation.

However baseball coaches
expressed concern that, if the
renovations are being made
next spring, the home schedule
of the baseball team might
have to be shifted to another
field.

The delay of renovation of
Kennedy Stadium also forced
the Board of Education to hold
off a resolution ordering roof
repairs-io be made at Hoboken
High School.

Fine said the board hopes
to have the high school roof
repaired by the same firm that
renovates the stadium.

Meanwhile, Fine said, the
high school will open Sept. 5, as
scheduled. .

The city's Board of Health
issued the Board of Education
a certificate of occupancy for
the high school yesterday
morning, Fine said.

The high school had been
closed since July 11, two weeks
after a contractor inadvertent-
ly removed asbestos-laden ceil-
ing tiles from a classroom with-
out taking safety precautions

This week, following a
$43,900 asbestos cleanup, a
testing company declared the
high school asbestos-free.

Only normal maintenance
work, such as painting class-
rooms and polishing the gym-
nasium floor, remains to be
done in preparation for the
opening of school, Fine said.

In other business, the
Board of Education voted to
reinstate the district's only
black school principal — Eliza-
beth Falco, assigned to Kealey
School — who had beeen dis-
missed last year.

The reinstatement, ap-
proved unanimously by the
school trustees, is the result of
an out-of-court settlement
reached earlier this month af-
ter Falco sued the board,
charging that her firing had
been racially motivated.

The Board of Education
also received a written request
from Charles Tortorella, prin-
cipal of the high school, asking
that the school trustees permit
him to hire an undisclosed
number of substitute teachers
for the upcoming school term.

Dell'Aquila property

N.Y. developer
to pay $50 million
for riverfront land

GEORGE W. CRIMMINS SR.
On hoi seat, too

mous decision in the state Su-
preme Court. It was the opposite
opinion of the way the appellate
court saw it," he said.

Houn, a 41-year-veteran of the
Hoboken Fire Department, said
he wants to retire under his own
steam, under "the right con
ditions. Not under a cloud."

"We feel that since this is a
federal law, the U.S. Supreme
Court can best interpret what the
federal government said. We filed
it in Washington with the Inter-
national Association of Fire
Chiefs to Justice William J. Bren-

Please see CHIEFS Page 17

nan Jr. to appeal tor an injuac
tion."

Houn joined the Hoboken de-
partment after Army service m
World War II "A lot of us are
World War II vets," Houn said ot
hi* fellow chiefs in the «uit. "A
few fellows won Silver Stars and
Bronze Stars And we feel we
have a right to pursue this.

Houn's concern is that the
duties of a firefighter are much
different from those of a chiei. Me
argues that since the law §oee
into detail about the duties of
firefighters and police officers,
there is a clear intention of dif-
ferentiation. ,

"The primary duties of a chief
are to be an executive and on
occasion to attend unusual events
in the city - a big fire, an oil spill
or an explosion Out of 3,000 fires
a year, I attend six," Houn said
And at those six, he does not carry
hose - he supervises his deputy
chiefs. c

"But the view of the state Su
preme Court is, once a fireman,
always a fireman," Houn said.
"It's not the law, but they did it.

Houn said the decision is fair
for a chief of a three-man tire
department, who must carry hose
and wield an ax, but Houn leads
140 firefighters.

"This is not for every chief, just
for the ones who fit," he said.

Houn is confident about over-

i ttunk

But at 66. he looks toward re-
tirement at his own pace.

"If 1 had to do it, I'd like to do
it under the right cloud. This
smells. It's not right. Our rights
are not being protected, he said.

"I come from a family of fire-
fighters," Houn said "My father
was a fireman. I grew up in that
atmosphere. I've been associated
all my life with the military or
semi-military organizations. I
just like it."

But if he retires, Houn said,
"I'll have plenty to do. I have a
three-family house in Hoboken,
so there's plenty to do And I can
spend time at the Shore. I don't
see a problem. I could do it tomor-
row. But I don't want to retire
right now, under these circum-
stances "

"The law will have to take its
course. I'll follow whatever the
decision is," said Hackensack
Fire Chief Anthony Aiellos,
another of the chiefs represented
by Segreto.

Others fighting mandatory re-
tirement include Trenton Police
Chief John Prihoda, Paterson
Fire Chief William Comer and
Passaic Fire Chief Kenneth
Peterson.

The mandatory retirement for
the general public has been

moved op from 65 to 70, but
Coogreaa has caid etatea may
make an exception for emergency
personnel and continue to retire
them at 65.

The chiefs contend that excep-
tion only applies to field forces.
But the state Supreme Court dis-
agreed, saying Congress clearly
intended to give communities thie
flexibility to retire their safety
personnel at the earlier age.

"What you're looking for is a fit
kind of workforce," said Thomas
Bryan, executive assistant to the
state pensions director.

"As you advance in age. are you
able to do the work required in
these public safety positions?"
Bryan asked.

He also said safety personnel
are compensated for their earlier
mandatory retirements by an ac-
celerated progression to top re-
tirement benefits.

Police and fire officers cpn earn
a pension equaling 60 percent of
their final salary after 25 years of
service. A state employee in a
field other than safety would
have to work more than 36 years
to match that, Bryan said.

The pensions board initially set
last Sept. 1 as the retirement date
for the 65-and-older chiefs, but
court action has kept the chiefs on
the job.

•Associated Press contributed
to this report.

Sewerage
bond safe
under way
By Jane* Kfslaihiou

Tri-city sewage bonds sale begins
Continued from Page I
collection systems will directly
impact on the sewage system
we're taking over," said Wolff.
"We are agreed in concept and
principle to a yearly payment,
The amount may be in ques-
tion. The issue of yearly pay-
ments was forced by members
of the Hoboken City Council
Water and Sewerage Commit-
tee after they were briefed on
the deal last week.

A proposal on the table
calls for Hoboken to receive
$8.5 million lor the plant and
its site, which a city-hired as-
sessor valued at $247 million
in May.

"We were basically con-
cerned that the land being
used was Hoboken land and
since it was being used for a
public purpose, it would not be
producing taxes." said Wilson.

"And then we weren't quite

Del/' Aqupa sale
being postponed

happy with the appraised fig-
ures on the total value of the
land."

According to sources, Ho-
boken wants a minimum of
$250,000 annually from the au
thority above the $8 5 million
purchase price.

The other municipalities
which feed proportionately
less sewage into the plant
would receive less annually

The Hoboken City Council
has scheduled a special meet-
ing next Thursday to consider
adopting the package as it was
introduced Aug. 9.

To amend that agreement
to include the yearly subsidies
could delay final passage at
least 10 days, a scenario that
would set back the authority's
financing schedule.

Consequently, it is antici-
pated that the deal will pass on

the authority's assurance of the
yearly payments.

To back that up, the author-
ity might amend its budget to
include the payments at a
meeting Monday, a source said

Negotiations for the pur-
chase of two pump stations
from Weehawkcn have result-
ed in a price or $1,444,000, of
which Union City is expected
to receive $400,000.

The firm brought in by the
authority to operate the plant
has prepared a draft evalua-
tion of the stations which, for
years, were suspected as the
source of flooding problems in
lower Weehawken.

The draft report will be
presented tonight

In addition, the authority is
expected to approve an adver-
tisement for the position of ex-
ecutive director of the agency.

. rs for the Hobo-
ken-w rrn-l 'nion City
Sewage Authority yesterday
began selling bonds to finance
plant operations and its $95
million upgrade.

Officials hope to close on
the bond sale by Sept 14. at
which time the authority
should receive $125 million.

That money will offset op-
erating expenses incurred
since the agency took over con-
trol of the plant in May. finance
the federally mandated up-
grade to secondary treatment
and back the acquisition of the
plant and connecting systems
from Weehawken and
Hoboken

The closing is partly con-
tingent upon the authority's
reaching an initial agreement
cm the purchase of the waste
treatment system from Hobo-
ken and Weehawken. accord-
ing to Chairman Richard Wolff.

Progress on negotiations
was reported by all parties

Wolff said he plans to in-
form commissioners of the pro-
gress of negotiations at a spe-
cial meeting of the agency
tonight in Hoboken.

"I feel highly confident in
terms of Weehawken based on
my discussions with Mayor
(Stanley) lacono," said Wolff.

"I feel cautiously optimis-
tic with (Hoboken) Council
President (E. Norman) Wilson
and Mayor (Patrick) Pasculli,"
Wolff said.

Although Wolff declined to
discuss specifics, he did say
that an initial agreement for
the purchase would be amend-
ed to include yearly payments
to the three municipalities
served by the plant.

The issue of annual pay-
ments had been considered
earlier by the authority and
surfaced recently in negotia-
tions with Hoboken.

"What we are considering
is a yearly payment to all com-
munities which would help the
communities maintain their
collection systems since the

See TRI-CITY — Pane 8.

By James Efstathiou

Tomorrow's sheriffs auc-
tion of a 45-acre Hoboken wa-
terfront parcel owned by devel-
oper Anthony Dell' Aquila has
been postponed for a month at
his request.

The delay comes amid
speculation that a New York
real estate firm which last
month denied a potential part-
nership with Dell' Aquila has
renewed interest in the site.

Dell' Aquila, who owns
about 90 acres on the northern
waterfront, is fighting to stave
off foreclosure proceedings
initiated by Mabon, Nugent
Money Market Instruments &
Co., which holds a mortgage on
part of the property.

The parcel slated for auc-
tion is considered prime real
estate stretching north from
the Maxwell House Coffee

plant along the Hudson River.
The mortgage firm says

Dell' Aquila owes approxi-
mately $19.3 million, including
interest, penalties and attor-
neys' fees on a loan of $15.2
million. According to Mabon
Nugent, Dell' Aquila stopped
paying interest in April, 1988.

"There's a substantial
amount owed and they're pro-
ceeding to collect that," said
Daniel Horgan, a local attorney
assisting Mabon Nugent's prin-
cipal attorney. "Like any other
lender, if you don't pay the
mortgage, the lender wants to
collect the amount that's owed
them."

Robert Delventhal, an at-
torney representing Dell' Aqui-
la, confirmed that his client
requested postponement of the
auction. He declined to specu-

See DELL' AQUILA — Page 10.

Dell' Aquila sale postponed

By MICHAEL FINNEG AN
The Hudson Dispatch <jf

HOBOKEN-A Manhattan de-
veloper has tentatively agreed to
pay about $50 million for
Anthony Dell'Aquila's Hudson
River waterfront property, which
was scheduled to be auctioned
tomorrow, sources disclosed yes-
terday .

David C. Walentas, trading
under the name Walentas
Hoboken Corp., has offered to buy
the 94-acre site, which he would

be likely to use for residential
development, officials said.

Peggy Thomas, city Communi-
ty Development Agency ex
ecutive director, said Walentas
has discussed the property with
her a few times during the past
couple of weeks.

Thomas said Walentas ap-
peared "serious" about purchas-
ing what is considered to be one of
Hudson County's most valuable
undeveloped sites. It is located
near 14th Street.

Continued from Page 1
late on the reason. "That's be-
tween ourselves and our cli-
ent," said Delvenlhal. "I'm
really not at liberty to tell you
what we have in mind or what
we planned because I could be
breaching an attorney-client
privilege."

Horgan characterized the
foreclosure proceedings initi-
ated last spring as "normal"
but for the size of the debt and
the value of the property. Al-
though it is advertised as an
open auction, Mabon Nugent
could in essence set a mini-
mum price by bidding up to the
amount owed without incur-
ring added costs, he said.

Dell' Aquila acquired the
Bethlehem shipyard for $16.85
million in 1985 by outbidding
competitors in a South Caroli-
na bankruptcy court, but his
plans for a $1 billion mixed-
used development have been
sidetracked by severed agree-
ments with two partners.

Dell' Aquila and ex-part-
ner Harry Grant of Fort Lee
have counter-suits pending. A
legal battle with ex-partner
Murray Connell of Hoboken
was recently settled.

That may have influenced a
spokesman for the Manhattan-
based Two Trees Management
Co., who last month told The
Jersey Journal his firm was not

interested in the site because
"we can't deal with Anthony,"
because the garment manufac-
turer "changes his mind." Two
Trees was one of several firms
that bid on the property in 1985.

A spokesman for the firm
could not be reached but city
officials have speculated that
the company's interest has ris-
en. Over the past two weeks,
David Walentas of Two Trees
has met several times with city
Community Development
Agency Director Peggy Thomas
accompanied by Dell' Aquila.

According to Thomas, Wa-
lentas asked about applica-
tions for local and state per-
mits, the city's master plan, the
local building market and the
type of development the city
would like. "I know that they're
serious," she said.

Two Trees is responsible
for Fulton Landing in Brook-
lyn, a waterfront project of ren-
ovated offices highly regarded
in the real estate industry.

The Manhattan firm and
Dell' Aquila may be close to a
purchase contract on the par-
cel which would end prepara-
tions for an auction, according
to a source with ties to water-
front development. The agree-
ment would have Two Trees
purchase the parcel and pay
Dell' Aquila a percentage on
its future value.

DEVELOPER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Broken door, and window, m.r this buildin9 ° " • » * ^ T
waterfront .ite for which *50 million ha. reportedly been offered.

Hoboken High asbestos removal is finished
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By James Bfstathiou

School officials are hope-
ful that custodians will be
cleared to enter Hoboken High
School tomorrow and begin
preparing for its Sept 5
opening.

The building has been
closed since July 11. two weeks
after a contractor inadvertent-
ly removed ceiling tiles con-
taining asbestos from a class-
room without proper safety
precautions. The blunder led
to the declaration of an emer-
gency and hiring of an abate-
ment firm to clean up the
building.

Yesterday, the L&C Europa
Co., Inc., of Garfield completed
the cleanup which will cost the
district $43,900. According to a

•ompany representative, the
U.S. Testing Company of Hobo-
ken took air samples yesterday
and declared the building free
of airborne asbestos.

"If it's completed like they
told me tonight. I'm going to put
all my custodial forces in
there" said schools superin-
tendent Walter Fine instead
of just putting back the contin-
gent that operates in the high
school, I'm going to bring peo-
ple in from the other schools to

6 "school officials had
stepped up maintenance oper-
ations in other school build-
ings in order to assign irore
personnel to the high school
when the asbestos was cleared
up Fine said that all that was
needed to clear workers to en

ter the building was a certifi-
cate from the local health
department.

When the accident was ini-
tially revealed, it was feared
that the high school might not
be ready for the opening of
school. But the cleanup job was
not as formidable as anticipat-
ed and officials predict that the
high school will be ready on
time.

* The bulk of the job was
expected to take up to 12 work-
ing days, according to Barry
Cooper of L&C Europa. In-
stead, it took only about half
that time and was completed by
Aug. 14.

Specifically, workers had
to wet-wipe Room 207 where
the asbestos was released,
clean down all surfaces, in-

cluding walls and floors and
remove the ceiling tiles which
were the cause of the problem.

In addition, a high efficien-
cy particulate absolute vacuum
was used to clean the air.

Although the bulk of work
was completed more than a
week ago, the company re-
turned yesterday after a repre-
sentative of the Hudson Re-
gional Health Commission
raised a question concerning a
heating duct leading into the
classroom. Industrial hygienist
Diana Crowder said the duct,
which has been out of use since
last winter, should also be
cleaned in case asbestos parti-
cles got into it.

"They had us go back in
there, seal that off and clean it
up," said Cooper. "The system's

been shut down and fibers do
float and they settle anywhere.
It was a good point to raise."

In addition to the cost of
the actual cleanup, the district
spent approximately $10,000 to
draw up specifications for the
job, bringing the total cost of
the job to some $54,000. Board
of Education president Mario
Mercado said his investigation
into the cause of the incident is
continuing.

Following the incident,
Mercado conceded that the en-
tire episode may have been
avoided had the district hired
an asbestos management coor-
dinator as it was required by
federal law to do by May. The
district has since filled the
position.

"He's just familiarizing
himself with the community,
Thomas said. "He was talking to
me about what the city wants on
its waterfront, and what the local
conditions are like."

Thomas said she does not know-
how much Walentas would be
willing to pay for the property,
but a source familiar with
Dell'Aquila's negotiations to sell
it said the price was close to $&u
million. ,

Walentas, reached by tele-
phone at his Manhattan resi-
dence, would not comment.

Dell'Aquila's attorney, Paul
DeFilippo of Crummy. Ve}1**-
Dolan, Griffinger and Vecchione
in Newark, also declined to com
ment. .«-

The Hudson County Sheriff s
Office was scheduled to auction
the 45-acre southern portion ot
the site tomorrow, because
Dell'Aquila has defaulted on his
$18,881,870 mortgage. But Capt
Mary Tierny, who is in charge of
the office's foreclosure sales, said
the office yesterday postponed
the auction until Sept. 28.

The office g r / n t * °
Dell'Aquila's request for tne
delay after he submitted a letter

saying he had entered into a sale
contract.

The postponement came de-
spite the objections of the mort-
gage company, Mabon Nugent
Money Market Instruments and
Co. of New York. In its protest
letter, Mabon Nugent identified
Walentas Hoboken Corp. as the
prospective buyer.

As for the northern portion of
the site, a source familiar with
the negotiations, who asked to
remain unnamed, said
Dell'Aquila has also defaulted on
that mortgage, which the de-
veloper obtained from Citizens
First National Bank of New Jer-
SCY.

Citizens First National has
brought a foreclosure action
against Dell'Aquila in Superior
Court in Jersey City, but no judg-
ment to sell the property at auc-
tion has been entered in that
case, the source said.

Dell'Aquila and his former
partner, Fort Lee developer
Harry Grant, had proposed con-
struction on the site of a marina,
a hotel, a 42 story office building
and a 61-story condominiunm
tower, but the $12 billion project
collapsed last year when the part-
nership split up.



Tax rates higher
in 7 communities

Seven tax rates higher

By Bill Campbell

Tax rates were struck for 10 of Hudson
County's 12 municipalities yesterday, in an aĉ
tion that will mean good and bad news to local
property owners.

The good news is th ,1 tax rates will go down
in Hoboken, Seeaucus and East Newark. Taxes
to support the county and the vocational school
also were redueed.

The bad news is that rates are going up in
Bayonne, Guttenberg, Harrison, Jersey City,
Kearny, North Bergen and Union City.

The Hudson County Board of Taxation,
meeting in emergency session, struct rates for
every community except Weehawken and West
New York. Taxpayers have until September 14
to appeal their bills.

Weehawken's budget is expected to be ap-
proved by the state office of Local Government
Services on Monday, and by the county on Tues-
day, Kosakowski said. The West New York bud-
get is stalled over questions concerning the
schools' portion of spending.

The board struck the rates yesterday after-
noon to allow municipalities to send out tax bills
on Monday The action will prevent the need for
municipalities to borrow to support government
and public safety services, according to Thomas
Higgins, the board's president.

The county's tax rate, which along with
school and local government spending comprise
the municipal rates, decreased 15 percent in
1989, despile a $13 million increase in county
spending.

The county's rate fell to $5 53 per $1,000 of
assessed valuation from $6 58 in 1989. Although
the county will increase spending from $114
million in 1988 to $127 million this year, the rate
will decrease because the value off all taxable
property jumped from $16 billion last year to $21
billion in 1989, according to County Tax Admin-
istrator Stanley Kosakowski.

Bayonne property owners will see the big-
gest increase, as the tax rate will shoot up 12.53
percent, from $13116 per $1,000 of assessed
valuation in 1988 to $147 10 this year.

Bayonne Mayor Dennis P. Collins said the
tax rate increase for Bayonne is the result of
$809,000 additional costs for police and fire
salaries and pensions, $455,000 more for health
insurance, $12 million for trash disposal and
$310,000 less in state revenue.

This years boost in the rate follows last
year's increase of $15.43 per $1,000 of assessed
valuation.

The biggest decrease occured in Secaucus
where the tax rate plummetted 50 percent, from

See SEVEN TAX SATES — Page t.
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$2624 per $1,000 of
valuation last year to $12.82 in
1989, because of property
revaluation.

Secaucus Mayor Paul
Amico was not suprised his mu-
nicipality will enjoy the lowest
tax rate in the county.

"For years, we've had the
lowest tax rates, but we also
have the best services," said
the mayor.

"But we were hoping the
overall tax rate would come to
$12 20 intead of the $12.92, he
said.

The mayor said Tax Asses-
sor James Terhune will review
some of the ratables submitted
by other municipalities.

In Jersey City, where a
property revaluation last year
triggered taxpayers' suits and
thousands of appeals, the tax
rate will edge up 3.4 percent to
$31 57 per $1,000 of assessed
valuation this year, compared
to $30.52 in 1988.

Kosakowski said a more
than $33 million increase in
county, school and local spend-
ing in Jersey City was nearly
offset by a property reassess-
ment which raised the value of
city property from $5 6 billion
last year to $6 4 billion in 1989.

Most of that was due to in-
creased values of commercial
properties.

Other rates struck yester-
day were:

• East Newark taxpayers
will see a small decrease, as
the tax rate will fall $1.26, from
$52.98 per $1,000 of assessed
valuation in 1988 to $51.72 this
year

• In Guttenberg, the tax
rate will increase by $2.19,
from $31.36 per $1,000 of as-
sessed valuation last year to
$33.55 this year.

• The tax rate in Harrison
will jump 11 percent or $2.32
this year, from $20 74 per $1,000

Fax machines got
a taxing workout

By Steven Kakantfes

As soon as the Hudson County tax rate was struck, local
tax officials made a mad dash for their fax machines in a
race to get their copy of certifications in to their printing
firms before other municipalities Hoboken got there first

Some Hudson County municipalities are going one up
on the postal service this year by faxing their copies in to
the firms before Monday in addition to mailing them One
firm, Infocomp Corp, of Mount Laurel, handles the printing
of bills for Bayonne, East Newark, Guttenberg. Hoboken
and Secaucus That made yesterday a fax nightmare for the
firm as their machines spit out one copy after another

"1 went up to the county Administration Building on
Friday and received a copy of the certification and have
already faxed it to our service bureau," said Neil Barmann.
Bayonne tax collector.

"The city of Hoboken got its copy of certification in by
fax machine 15 minutes before we did simply because they
are closer to the county Administration Building," he said.

Hoboken considered its timely coordination with little
fanfare.

"What difference does it make?" said an official in the
tax assessor's office, "so long as it gets there."

Apparently a lot, according to Barmann. who said the
sooner Infocomp gets the copies from the municipalities,
the sooner it can begin printing out the long-awaited tax
bills and the sooner can Hudson County municipalities
begin to restore their barebones coffers.

Tax bills normally would have been out by Aug. 1, and
the revenues would have been available to help pay sala-
ries and expenses.

"You can process just so much at one time and every-
one is sending in their copies at the same time," said James
Hayes, of Infocomp, who added. "Everybody should have
their tax bills by next week."

Extend
time for
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Mobile police precinct to return
>.. !„„„. L^i,ii,in» «h» hue in twn innnthc fnr iho munftv to introduce it to resi- Ideally, he said, theBy James Efstathiou

It has been nearly two
months since Hoboken's
$155,000 mobile mini-police
precinct was sent back to its
manufacturer for repairs that
were originally expected to
take only five working days.

The manufacturer, Mat-
thews Buses Inc., of upstate
New York, blamed the hold-up
on a delay in receiving replace-
ment parts for items not origi-
nally scheduled for repair. The
company said the bus could be
ready by the end of next week.

The city received the bus in
mid-April when Mayor Patrick
Pasculli, then a candidate for
re-election, arranged with the
manufacturer for its delivery
despite the fact that work on
the vehicle was not completed.

Pasculli agreed to return

JO
the bus in two months for the
unfinished work (curtains,
door latches and other finish-
ing touches), which was expect-
ed to take only five days.

The move drew sharp criti-
cism from political opponents,
who charged that Pasculli
wanted the bus prior to the
election so he could impress
voters in the city's Fourth
Ward, where the mobile pre-
cinct was stationed.

The situation turned al-
most comical when on its first
night of operation, the precinct
was nearly shut down when
firemen pumped water into the
vehicle's diesel fuel tank,
thinking they were filling a toi-
let water tank instead.

Although both Pasculli and
Police Chief George Crimmins
said the van would be used in
different sections of the com-

munity to introduce it to resi-
dents, it remained at Third and
Jackson streets, in the heart of
the city's housing projects.

Police say the bus-sized
van served its purpose as a
deterrent to crime in the area,
which is commonly plagued by
drug dealers.

Area residents as well ap-
plauded the mini-precinct,
which, they said, helped keep
peace in the neighborhood.

"Its a very useful tool," said
Lt. Mario Mercado, who has su-
pervised the van's operations.
"I'm not in a position right now
to make any recommendations
about how it should be
deployed."

But Mercado did say that
stationing the vehicle in one
spot and running it around the
clock could create mainte-
nance problems.

Ideully, he said, the bus
should be deployed for a por-
tion of the day and returned to
the municipal garage for rou-
tine work.

However, operating the bus
continuously did not lead to
breakdowns that have delayed
its return, he added.

Those problems are a re-
sult of manufacturer's defects
in certain parts, according to a
company representative. Spe-
cifically, a reel housing a shore
line needed lo be replaced as
well as a hub assembly that
showed a casting defect.

"You just don't get these
parts anywhere." said Greg
Schwartz, who added that the
lag time in receiving the part
was four to six weeks.

The city also asked that two
fire doors be cut in the bus,
which originally had only one.

of assessed valuation in 1988 to
$23.06 this year

• Hoboken taxpayers will
see a 50 cent decrease in the
tax rate which is dropping from
$18.02 per $1,000 of assessed
valuation in 1988 to $17.52 this
year.

Although the county and
school share of Hoboken's rate
jumped by nearly $4.5 million,
the city received $6 million
from the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey to devel-
op the city's waterfront.

Without that payment, Ho-
boken's tax rate would have
increased by $3.50.

• The tax rate in Kearny
increased 6.2 percent or $1.87,
from $30.13 per $1,000 of as-
sessed valuation in 1988 to $32
this year.

Kearny Mayor Daniel San-
sone said he has "mixed emo-
tions" about the tax rate, say-
ing he is satisfied with the
municipal and county tax por-
tions, but a little disappointed
about the increase in the
school budget.

"I'm pleased with the mu-
nicipal portion of the rate that
decreased 14 cents and the
county rate that also went
down four cents," said the
mayor.

"But with drastic cuts in
state aid, the school budget
went up by $2.05 (per $1,000 in
assessed valuation.

• In North Bergen, the tax
rate jumped 7.5 percent this
year, from $80.07 per $1,000 of

assessed valuation in 1988 to
$86.14 this year.

• Union City taxpayers will
see a $9.06 increase in the tax
rate as the new rate jumps to
$132 36 per $1,000, from $123.30
last year.

Union City Mayor Robert
Menendez was out of town yes-
terday while the county was
announcing the tax rates, but
Public Safety Commissioner
Bruce D. Walter said the city
was not happy.

Walter said, "There were
reasonable efforts by the Free-
holders and county administra-
tion to keep the rate down, but
we understand that they are
under the gun to build new
jails and hire correctional de-
partment personnel.

"We understand they also
suffered from federal and state
reductions."

Walter said while the city
managed to slice one cent I nun
its municipal portion of the lax
rate, taxpayers will be getting
"hit hardest" in the school por-
tion of the rate.

Taxpayers have until Sept.
14 to appeal their faxes to the
county, Kosakowski said.

Last year, 27 percent of the
county's property owners ap-
pealled their taxes, largely be-
cause of the controversy over
the Jersey City property
revaluation.

Journal reporters Blanca
M Quintanilla and Steven Kal-
canides contributed to this
story.
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need someone to dig a hole, build
a foundation and get a building
up. We need ratable* and we need
strong ratables.

"I'm not delighted to see
Anthony Dell'Aquila have his
problems, but I'm delighted to see
maybe some movement occur,"
he said. "It's perfect develop-
ment, because nobody gets re-
located."

A state Superior Court judge in
Trenton ordered Sheriff Edward
J. Webster's office to sell the 45
acres of prime real estate near
14th Street last May, after
Dell'Aquila defaulted on his
$18,881,870 loan from Mabon
Nugent Money Market Instru-
ments & C-o. of New York,
authorities said.

Deil Aquila and the Mabon
Nugent attorney handling the
foreclosure could not be reached
for comment.

When DeH'Aquila's land was a
shipyard, its owner was the city's
largest taxpayer, said Edwin
Chius, city business adminis-
trator.

"It has the potential to regain
that stature," he said. "It needs
to be redeveloped, but with full
public access hopefully."

Susan O'Kane, of Save
Hoboken From Over-
development, said new tax
ratables could be obtained by re-
habilitating warehouse struc-
tures currently on the site, some
of which are more than 100 years
old and have "historical architec-
tural significance."

But a substantial portion of the
property, she said, should be
preserved for public recreation
because of "an urgent need for
quality open space" here.

Community groups have been
discussing with national con-
servation groups the possibility
of buying DeH'Aquila's property
at the auction next week in order
to prevent its overdevelopment,
O'Kane said.

Dell'Aquila and his former
partner, Fort Lee developer
Harry Grant, had planned to
build on the site a $1.2 billion
project that included a 61-story
condominium tower, a 42-story
office building, a hotel and a
marina, but the project collapsed
in litigation when the partner-
ship split up last year.

A living piece of the Gold
Coast's maritime heritage has
been given a 30-day extension
on the Hoboken waterfront.

The Hudson Waterfront
Museum, a 1914 railroad barge
converted into a museum-gal-
lery-theater, has been given an
extension at the bulkhead at
Hoboken's Erie Lackawanna
station The barge, docked at
the terminal since May. was to
leave Sunday.

The extension was worked
out last week between museum
director David Sharps and rep-
resentatives of New Jersey
Transit and the Hoboken Com-
munity Development Agency.
NJT owns the property which
hosts the rail station, a nation-
al landmark, and leases it to
Hoboken.

But while the immediate
future of the barge, which has
attracted some 3,000 visitors to
its movies, lectures and exhib-
its since spring, is secure, its
long-term future remains
uncertain.

"The museum needs a
home port." said Sharps. "And
1 think Hoboken makes a good
one."

City officials apparently
agree and while the present
berth at the rail station may not
be available in the future, oth-
er sites for the barge and its
accompanying tug boats are be-
ing considered. Pier 5. the site
of the city's annual River City
Fair, as well as the old Todd
Shipyards are both being con-
sidered, according to CDA di-
rector Peggy Thomas.

"We really enjoyed having
them here so we extended the
time," said Thomas. "1 think we
would want to incorporate a
waterfront museum in our
plans for the waterfront."

Progress on the city's plans
to develop its waterfront prop-
erty will dictate what space is
available for the barge in the
future, she added.

It is uncertain whether
NJT will offer a lease to the
museum when the new exten-
sion expires. Sharps said nego-
tiations are underway to dock
the barge in Liberty State Park
for a waterfront festival there
at the end of September.

Moving the wooden vessel,
however, is a tricky business
and should generally be avoid-
ed, Sharps said. Because of its
age, movement of any kind in-
creases the risk of damage he
added.

"Its amusing to think that
50 years ago, a barge and tug
boat would have a hard time
finding a place to tie up in
Hoboken," Sharps said.

"I don't know what kind of
economic benefit we are to
New jersey Transit, but this is
at the heart and soul of their
transformation," said Sharps of
the museum.

"We're a part of the ad-
vancement and return of the
waterfront."

DEVELOPER DEFAULTS
Major waterfront property to be auctioned

•y MICHAEL FINNEG AN
The Hudson Dispatch rf ,

HOBOKEN-Developer Anthony
Dell'Aquila has defaulted on the mortgage on
nearly half of his multimillion-dollar Hudson
River waterfront property, and the Hudson
County Sheriffs Office is scheduled to sell it
Thursday at an auction, authorities said
yesterday.

If Dell'Aquila is unable to reach a settle-
ment with the financial backer before the
auction, the sale will represent the largest
the Sheriffs Office has handled, said Capt.
Mary Tierny, who is in charge of the office's
foreclosure sales.

Joseph Hottendorf, executive officer of the
Hudson County Board of Realtors, said the
property, a former shipyard directly across
the river from the midtown Manhattan sky-

line, is one of the most valuable undeveloped
lots in the county.

Acquisition of the property by a developer
who would build housing and offices on it
could have a "phenomenal" impact on the
city's tax base, he said.

"It's an enormous shot in the arm for
Hoboken if it gets developed," he said. "We

Please see AUCTION Page 12

MABON. NUGEVT

v , Pf«iirtiff

^ H O W D E L L . A O W u ^ :

^BM^z^^^^
"»"«,19S9 00 P,fr|.

Notice of *h*rlff'* »*J* for th* major Hobokwi parcel ha* b**n
appearing in wwipipwt.

City may ask easing of sewer ban
/ m J~?J" *%> - 3 f~ 8" ̂  price. To appease those c

By James Efstathiou

The Hoboken City Council
will meet tonight to consider
asking the state legislature to
exempt an affordable housing
development from a sewer ban
which could jeopardize the
$13.8 million project.

The controversial Observ-
er Highway Affordable Hous-
ing Project proposed by local
developer and publisher Jo-
seph Barry may never get off
the ground, according to Barry,
because of a U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency ban on
new sewer hookups.

The ban <miH dolav com-

To allow building of Observer project
pletion of the project beyond a
deadline set by the federal De-
partment of Housing and Ur-
ban Development which
awarded a $3 million grant for
the project. Failure to meet
HUD deadlines. Barry said,
could jeopardize the grant

Barry recently approached
Hoboken Assemblyman Ber-
nard Kenny about the possibil-
ity of freeing the Observer
Highway project from the ban
by state statute. Such a move

requires a formal petition by
the City Council to the legisla-
ture.

In addition, the council is
expected to act on a proposal to
sell its sewage treatment plant
to a tri-municipal agency for
$8.5 million.

The sale of the treatment
works, which for years has
failed to meet federal clean
water guidelines under the ad-
ministration of the city Depart-
ment of Public Works, has been

anticipated for over a year.
Earlier in the month, the Hobo-
ken-Weehawken-Union City
Sewage Authority and the city
reached an initial accord on
terms of the purchase.

The agreement includes a
$2 million up-front payment to
the city and calls for the au-
thority to assume an outstand-
ing $3 3 million debt on the 30-
vear-old facility. In addition,
the authority is responsible for
an environmental cleanup of

the site, estimated to cost $5
million.

The accord was harshly
criticized by several council
members who, upon first learn-
ing of the selling price, claimed
Hoboken was being short-
changed. The city recently
spent $1.7 million upgrading
parts of the system and that,
lawmakers felt, coupled with
the fact that the 6.3 acres the
plant sits on will remain off the
tax rolls, dictates a higher

con-
cerns, the authority agreed in
principle to annual payments
to the three municipalities to
cover the cost of maintaining
components of the system
which will remain under mu-
nicipal control. A final accord
on those payments could affect
tonight's vote on the sale.

"There has been discus-
sion about annual payments to
support the collection system,"
said authority Chairman Rich-
ard Wolff. "The authority ap-
proved that idea in principle."

Yesterday, Wolff charac-

See CITY — Page «.

City may <*& easing
of sewer hookup ban

:i :- -«iii avrtArtinc an an
Continued from P»g« „
tenzed the situation as fluid.
The authority has set.., Sept13

lists
§ contingent upon acquisition
ofthepTa'nt and connecting sys-

wants

Thatmav
the council

P
n

re identaE."Norman WH-on
He added, however, that the

council is still expecting an an- •
nual payment from the author-
ity above the selling price.

The council may be reluc-
tant to delay action on the sale
for fear of damaging recent
hard-won credibility within
state and federal environmen-
tal agencies scrutinizing pro-
gress on sewage treatment.

The city's reputation in
treating sewage may be an is-
sue if the proposal to exempt
the Observer Highway project
from the sewer ban reaches the
Legislature floor.

"I sincerely hope that the
Legislature listens very care-
fully to a request to lift the '
sewer ban and I would hope
that the legislators take into
consideration the events and
the track record of the tri-city
sewage authority over the last
eight months," said Wolff.



Tax rates higher
in 7 communities

Seven tax rates higher

By Bill ( ampbell

Tax rates were struck for 10 of Hudson
County's 12 municipalities yesterday, in an ac-
tion that will mean good and bad news to local
property owners.

The good news is that tax rates will go down
in Hoboken. Secaucus and East Newark. Taxes
to support the county and the vocational school
also were reduced

The bad news is that rates are going up in
Bayonne, Guttenberg, Harrison. Jersey City,
Kearny, North Bergen and Union City

The Hudson County Board of Taxation,
meeting in emergency session, struct rates for
every community except Weehawken and West
New York. Taxpayers have until September 14
to appeal their bills.

Weehawken's budget is expected to be ap-
proved by the state office of Local Government
Services on Monday, and by the county on Tues-
day. Kosakowski said The West New York bud-
get is stalled over questions concerning the
schools' portion of spending.

The board struck the rates yesterday after-
noon to allow municipalities to send out tax bills
on Monday The action will prevent the need for
municipalities to borrow to support government
and public safety services, according to Thomas
Higgins, the board's president.

The county's tax rate, which along with
school and local government spending comprise
the municipal rates, decreased 15 percent in
1989, despite a $13 million increase in county
spending.

The county's rate fell to $553 per $1,000 of
assessed valuation from $6 58 in 1989 Although
the county will increase spending from $114
million in'l988to$127 million this year, the rate
will decrease because the value off all taxable
property jumped from $16 billion last year to $21
billion in 1989, according to County Tax Admin-
istrator Stanley Kosakowski

Bayonne property owners will see the big-
gest increase, as the tax rate will shoot up 12 53
percent, from $131 16 per $1,000 of assessed
valuation in 1988 to $147 10 this year

Bayonne Mayor Dennis P. Collins said the
tax rate increase for Bayonne is the result of
$809,000 additional costs for police and fire
salaries and pensions, $455,000 more for health
insurance, $12 million for trash disposal and
$310,000 less in state revenue.

This year's boost in the rate follows last
year's increase of $15.43 per $1,000 of assessed
valuation.

The biggest decrease occured in Secaucus
where the tax rate plummettea 50 percent, from

See SEVEN TAX RATES — Pagf 9.
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$2624 per flJOOO of assessed
valuation last year to $12.92 in
1989. because of property
revaluation.

Secaucus Mayor Paul
Amico was not suprised his mu-
nicipality will enjoy the lowest
tax rate in the county.

"For years, we've had the
lowest tax rates, but we also
have the best services," said
the mayor.

"But we were hoping the
overall tax rate would come to
$12 20 intead of the $12.92, he
said.

The mayor said Tax Asses-
sor James Terhune will review
some of the ratables submitted
by other municipalities.

In Jersey City, where a
property revaluation last year
triggered taxpayers' suits and
thousands of appeals, the tax
rate will edge up 3.4 percent to
$31 57 per $1,000 of assessed
valuation this year, compared
to $30 52 in 1988.

Kosakowski said a more
than $33 million increase in
county, school and local spend-
ing in Jersey City was nearly
offset by a properly reassess-
ment which raised the value of
city property from $56 billion
last year to $6 4 billion in 1989.

Most of that was due to in-
creased values of commercial
properties.

Other rates struck yester-
day were:

• East Newark taxpayers
will see a small decrease, as
the tax rate will fall $1.26, from
$52 98 per $1,000 of assessed
valuation in 1988 to $51 72 this
year

• In Guttenberg, the tax
rate will increase by $2.19,
from $31.36 per $1,000 of as-
sessed valuation last year to
$33.55 this year.

• The tax rate in Harrison
will jump 11 percent or $2 32
this year, from $20 74 per $1,000

Fax machines got
a taxing workout

By Steves Kalcanides

As soon as the Hudson County tax rate was struck, local
tax officials made a mad dash for their fax machines in a
race to get their copy of certifications in to their printing
firms before other municipalities Hoboken got there first

Some Hudson County municipalities are going one up
on the postal service this year by faxing their copies in to
the firms before Monday in addition to mailing them One
firm, Infocomp Corp , of Mount Laurel, handles the printing
of bills for Bayonne, East Newark. Guttenberg, Hoboken
and Secaucus That made yesterday a fax nightmare for the
firm as their machines spit out one copy after another

"I went up to the county Administration Building on
Friday and received a copy of the certification and have
already faxed it to our service bureau," said Neil Barmann.
Bayonne tax collector

"The city of Hoboken got its copy of certification in by
fax machine 15 minutes before we did simply because they
are closer to the county Administration Building," he said.

Hoboken considered its timely coordination with little
fanfare.

"What difference does it make?" said an official in the
tax assessor's office, "so long as it gets there."

Apparently a lot. according to Barmann, who said the
sooner Infocomp gets the copies from the municipalities,
the sooner it can begin printing out the long-awaited tax
bills and the sooner can Hudson County municipalities
begin to restore their barebones coffers.

Tax bills normally would have been out by Aug 1, and
the revenues would have been available to help pay sala-
ries and expenses.

"You can process just so much at one time and every-
one is sending in their copies at the same time," said James
Hayes, of Infocomp, who added. "Everybody should have
their tax bills by next week '

Extend
time for

Mobile police precinct to return
tv i:imov Kfviaihion tho hus in tun months for th<> munftv to introduce it to resi- Ideally, he suid. theBy James Efstalhiou

It has been nearly two
months since Hoboken's
$155,000 mobile mini-police
precinct was sent back to its
manufacturer for repairs that
were originally expected to
take only five working days.

The manufacturer, Mat-
thews Huses Inc., of upstate
New York, blamed the hold-up
on a delay in receiving replace-
ment parts for items not origi-
nally scheduled for repair. The
company said the bus could be
ready by the end of next week.

The city received the bus in
mid-April when Mayor Patrick
Pasculli. then a candidate for
re-election, arranged with the
manufacturer for its delivery
despite the fact that work on
the vehicle was not completed.

Pasculli agreed to return
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the bus in two months for the
unfinished work (curtains,
door latches and other finish-
ing touches), which was expect-
ed to take only five days.

The move drew sharp criti-
cism from political opponents,
who charged that Pasculli
wanted the bus prior to the
election so he could impress
voters in the city's Fourth
Ward, where the mobile pre-
cinct was stationed.

The situation turned al-
most comical when on its first
night of operation, the precinct
was nearly shut down when
firemen pumped water into the
vehicle's diesel fuel tank,
thinking they were filling a toi-
let water tank instead.

Although both Pasculli and
Police Chief George Crimmins
said the van would be used in
different sections of the com-

munity to introduce it to resi-
dents, it remained at Third and
Jackson streets, in the heart of
the city's housing projects.

Police say the bus-sized
van served its purpose as a
deterrent to crime in the area,
which is commonly plagued by
drug dealers.

Area residents as well ap-
plauded the mini-precinct,
which, they said, helped keep
peace in the neighborhood.

"Its a very useful tool," said
Lt. Mario Mercado, who has su-
pervised the van's operations.
"I'm not in a position right now
to make any recommendations
about how it should be
deployed."

But Mercado did say that
stationing the vehicle in one
spot and running it around the
clock could create mainte-
nance problems.

Ideally, he said, the bus
should be deployed for a por-
tion of the day and returned to
the municipal garage for rou-
tine work.

However, operating the bus
continuously did not lead to
breakdowns that have delayed
its return, he added.

Those problems are a re-
sult of manufacturer's defects
in certain parts, according to a
company representative. Spe-
cifically, a reel housing a shore
line needed to be replaced as
well as a hub assembly that
showed a casting defect.

"You .just don't get these
parts anywhere," said Greg
Schwartz, who added that the
lag time in receiving the part
was four to six weeks.

The city also asked that two
fire doors be cut in the bus,
which originally had only one.

of assessed valuation in 1988 to
$23.06 this year

• Hoboken taxpayers will
see a 50 cent decrease in the
tax rate which is dropping from
$18.02 per $1,000 of assessed
valuation in 1988 to $17.52 this
year.

Although the county and
school share of Hoboken's rate
jumped by nearly $4.5 million,
the city received $6 million
from the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey to devel-
op the city's waterfront.

Without that payment, Ho-
boken's tax rate would have
increased by $3.50.

• The tax rate in Kearny
increased 6.2 percent or $1.87,
from $30.13 per $1,000 of as
sessed valuation in 1988 to $32
this year.

Kearny Mayor Daniel San-
sone said he has "mixed emo-
tions " about the tax rate, say-
ing he is satisfied with the
municipal and county tax por-
tions, but a little disappointed
about the increase in the
school budget.

"I'm pleased with the mu-
nicipal portion of the rate that
decreased 14 cents and the
county rate that also went
down four cents," said the
mayor.

"But with drastic cuts in
state aid, the school budget
went up by $2 05 (per $1,000 in
assessed valuation

• In North Bergen, the tax
rate jumped 7.5 percent this
year, from $80.07 per $1,000 of

assessed valuation in 1988 to
$8614 this year.

• Union City taxpayers will
see a $906 increase in the tax
rate as the new rate jumps to
$132.36 per $1,000, from $123.30
last year.

Union City Mayor Robert
Menendez was out of town yes-
terday while the county was
announcing the tax rates, but
Public Safety Commissioner
Bruce D. Walter said the city
was not happy.

Walter said, "There were
reasonable efforts by the Free-
holders and county administra-
tion to keep the rate down, but
we understand that they are
under the gun to build new
jails and hire correctional de-
partment personnel.

"We understand they also
suffered from federal and state
reductions."

Walter said while the city
managed to slice one cent from
its municipal portion of the tax
rate, taxpayers will be getting
"hit hardest" in the school por-
tion of the rate.

Taxpayers have until Sept.
14 to appeal their taxes to the
county, Kosakowski said.

Last year, 27 percent of the
county's property owners ap-
pealled their taxes, largely be-
cause of the controversy over
the Jersey City property
revaluation.

Journal reporters Blanca
M. Quintanilla and Steven Kal-
canides contributed to this
story.
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need someone to dig a hole, build
a foundation and get a building
up. We need ratables and we need
strong ratables.

"I'm not delighted to see
Anthony Dell'Aquila have his
problems, but I'm delighted to see
maybe some movement occur,"
he said. "It's perfect develop-
ment, because nobody gets re-
located."

A state Superior Court judge in
Trenton ordered Sheriff Edward
J. Webster's office to sell the 45
acres of prime real estate near
14th Street last May, after
Dell'Aquila defaulted on his
$18,881,870 loan from Mabon
Nugent Money Market Instru-
ments & Co. of New York,
authorities said.

UellAquila and the Mabon
Nugent attorney handling the
foreclosure could not be reached
for comment.

When Dell'Aquila's land was a
shipyard, its owner was the city's
largest taxpayer, said Edwin
Chius, city business adminis-
trator.

"It has the potential to regain
that stature," he said. "It needs
to be redeveloped, but with full
public access hopefully."

Susan O'Kane, of Save
Hoboken From Over-
development, said new tax
ratables could be obtained by re-
habilitating warehouse struc-
tures currently on the site, some
of which are more than 100 years
old and have "historical architec-
tural significance."

But a substantial portion of the
property, she said, should be
preserved for public recreation
because of "an urgent need for
quality open space" here.

Community groups have been
discussing with national con-
servation groups the possibility
of buying Dell'Aquila's property
at the auction next week in order
to prevent its overdevelopment,
O'Kane said.

Dell'Aquila and his former
partner, Fort Lee developer
Harry Grant, had planned to
build on the site a $1.2 billion
project that included a 61-story
condominium tower, a 42-story
office building, a hotel and a
marina, but the project collapsed
in litigation when the partner-
ship split up last year.

K\ James

A living piece of the Gold
Coasfs maritime heritage has
been given a 30-day extension
on the Hoboken waterfront

The Hudson Waterfront
Museum, a 1914 railroad barge
converted into a museum-gal-
lery-theater, has been given an
extension at the bulkhead at
Hoboken's Erie Lackawanna
station The barge, docked at
the terminal since May, was to
leave Sunday.

The extension was worked
<>ut last week between museum
director David Sharps and rep-
resentatives of New Jersey
Transit and the Hoboken Com-
munity Development Agency.
NJT owns the property which
hosts the rail station, a nation-
al landmark, and leases it to
lloboken.

But while the immediate
future of the barge, which has
attracted some 3,000 visitors to
its movies, lectures and exhib-
its since spring, is secure, its
long-term future remains
uncertain.

"The museum needs a
home port," said Sharps. "And
I think Hoboken makes a good
one."

City officials apparently
agree and while the present
berth at the rail station may not
be available in the future, oth-
er sites for the barge and iU;
accompanying tug boats are be-
ing considered Pier 5, the site
of the city's annual River City
Fair, as well as the old Todd
Shipyards are both being con-
sidered, according to CDA di-
rector Peggy Thomas.

"We really enjoyed having
them here so we extended the
time," said Thomas. "1 think we
would want to incorporate a
waterfront museum in our
plans for the waterfront."

Progress on the city's plans
to develop its waterfront prop-
erty will dictate what space is
available for the barge in the
future, she added.

It is uncertain whether
NJT will offer a lease to the
museum when the new exten-
sion expires. Sharps said nego-
tiations are underway to dock
the barge in Liberty State Park
for a waterfront festival there
at the end of September.

Moving the wooden vessel,
however, is a tricky business
and should generally be avoid-
ed, Sharps said. Because of its
age. movement of any kind in-
creases the risk of damage he
added

"Its amusing to think that
50 years ago, a barge and tug
boat would have a hard time
finding a place to tie up in
Hoboken," Sharps said.

"I don't know what kind of
economic benefit we are to
New Jersey Transit, but this is

_ at the heart and soul of their
transformation," said Sharps of
the museum.

"We're a part of the ad-
vancement and return of the
waterfront."

DEVELOPER DEFAULTS
Major waterfront property to be auctioned

By MICHAEL FINNEGAN
The Hudson Dispatch << ,

HOBOKEN-Developer Anthony
Dell'Aquila has defaulted on the mortgage on
nearly half of his multimillion-dollar Hudson
River waterfront property, and the Hudson
County Sheriffs Office is scheduled to sell it
Thursday at an auction, authorities said
yesterday.

If DeirAquila is unable to reach a settle-
ment with the financial backer before the
auction, the sale will represent the largest
the Sheriffs Office has handled, said Capt.
Mary Tierny, who is in charge of the office's
foreclosure sales.

Joseph Hottendorf, executive officer of the
Hudson County Board of Realtors, said the
property, a former shipyard directly across
the river from the midtown Manhattan sky-

line, is one of the most valuable undeveloped
lots in the county.

Acquisition of the property by a developer
who would build housing and offices on it
could have a "phenomenal" impact on the
city's tax base, he said.

"It's an enormous shot in the arm for
Hoboken if it gets developed," he said. "We
~ Please see AUCTION Page 12
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City may ask easing of sewer ban
j m s3~?\J~" ^ £ ~ 3 /" ^ ^ _ _ price. To appease those c

By James Kfstathiou

The Hoboken City Council
will meet tonight to consider
asking the state legislature to
exempt an affordable housing
development from a sewer ban
which could jeopardize the
$13.8 million project.

The controversial Observ-
er Highway Affordable Hous-
ing Project proposed by local
developer and publisher Jo-
seph Barry may never get off
the ground, according to Barry,
because of a U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency ban on
new sewer hookups.

Tho bin <.Lni.i (iclny com-

To allow building of Observer project
pletion of the project beyond a
deadline set by the federal De-
partment of Housing and Ur-
ban Development which
awarded a $3 million grant for
the project. Failure to meet
HUD deadlines, Barry said,
could jeopardize the grant.

Barry recently approached
Hoboken Assemblyman Ber-
nard Kenny about the possibil-
ity of freeing the Observer
Highway project from the ban
by state statute. Such a move

requires a formal petition by
the City Council to the legisla-
ture.

In addition, the council is
expected to act on a proposal to
sell its sewage treatment plant
to a tri-munieipal agency for
$8.5 million.

The sale of the treatment
works, which for years has
failed to meet federal clean
water guidelines under the ad-
ministration of the city Depart-
ment of Public Works, has been

anticipated for over a year.
Earlier in the month, the Hobo-
ken-Weehawken-Union City
Sewage Authority and the city
reached an initial accord on
terms of the purchase.

The agreement includes a
$2 million up-front payment to
the city and calls for the au-
thority to assume an outstand-
ing $3 3 million debt on the 30-
year-old facility. In addition,
the authority is responsible for
an environmental cleanup of

the site, estimated to cost $5
million.

The accord was harshly
criticized by several council
members who. upon first learn-
ing of the selling price, claimed
Hoboken was being short-
changed. The city recently
spent $1.7 million upgrading
parts of the system and that,
lawmakers felt, coupled with
the fact that the 6.3 acres the
plant sits on will remain off the
tax rolls, dictates a higher

price. To appease those con-
cerns, the authority agreed in
principle to annual payments
to the three municipalities to
cover the cost of maintaining
components of the system
which will remain under mu-
nicipal control. A final accord
on those payments could affect
tonight's vote on the sale.

"There has been discus-
sion about annual payments to
support the collection system,"
said authority Chairman Rich-
ard Wolff. 'The authority ap-
proved that idea in principle '

Yesterday, Wolff charac-
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City may ask easing
of sewer hookup ban
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terized the situation as fluid.

SH3
wants

President Ef Norman Wilson.
j j f added, however, that the

council is still expecting an an-
nual payment from the author-
ity above the selling price.

The council may be reluc-
tant to delay action on the sale
for fear of damaging recent
hard-won credibility within
state and federal environmen-
tal agencies scrutinizing pro-
gress on sewage treatment.

The city's reputation in
treating sewage may be an is-
sue if the proposal to exempt
the Observer Highway project
from the sewer ban reaches the
Legislature floor.

"1 sincerely hope that the
Legislature listens very care-
fully to a request to lift the
sewer ban and I would hope
that the legislators take into
consideration the events and
the track record of the tri-city
sewage authority over the last
eight months," said Wolff.


